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The complete and detailed life of Father Chevalier will appear in due
course. Let us hope that this vvill be seen. In the meantime, this brief
biography will satisfy the legitimate curiosity of the many who axe asking
that such a life be vvritten.
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Congregation of the l\Jlissionarie s of the Sacred l!eart, Father Charles
Piperon, vvho knew Father Chevalier intimately, and who was both a witne ss
of, and a participant in the origin and early development of the Congregation ..

Into these pages, the author has put all his deep filial affection
for him whom he so rightly call s "our venerated and beloved Father",
together with his whole apostolic soul so desirous of seeing spread every­
where the two great devotons of the present time, devotions of which Father
Chevalier was such an ardent propagator~ the devotion to the Sacred Heart
of' Jesus aXld to Our Lady of t he Sacred Heart.

VIe express the \vish that this biographical notice may everywhere
receive a warm welcome. It will do great good to those who will read it.
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CHAPTER 1.

The whole life of tl::e venerated Feunder of the Missionarie s of the
Sacred Heart can .be summed up in the mottt) he has left: "May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved~tt

Precious heritage~ It reCalls to all his children the life their
venerated Founder lived and, at the same time, teaches them their chief
duty as Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. "All for the love of the
Sacred Heart of Je sus~n This is the end and aim of his Congregation.
In founding this Congregation, Father Chevalier had no other ideal than
that of forming apostles consumed with the desire of making ever better
known the ineffable treasure s of mercy and love vvhich t his Divine Heart
conta_ins; apostles filled with zeal to inspire souls with the most arden~

love for Him Who so loved' them as to deliver Himself unreservedly for '
their salvat ione

This sublime ideal inspired all his vvork? and was to strengthen and
sustain his ardent longing to respond to Our Lord' s desire o:frevealing
to the world the devotion to His Adorable Heart.

Following the example of t heir venerated Founder, may his disciple s
have but one desire, one motive in all their works: the desire and the
motive of immolating themselves u11reservedly that the Heart of Jesus \nay

.be everywhere and always loved and glorified. May the Sacred Heart of
Je sus be everyvl/here loved ~ ,

Father Chevalier was born in the dioee se of Tours. His fat he r,
Char le s Chevalier, a baker by trade, lived at Richelieu neqr the wheat
market, at the corner of the Rue de Cygne and the Rue de·Loudun. His
wife, Louise Ory, shared his daily labour. They iv-ere very poor and, as
the father's hard v/ork barely produced enough to cover the ne ce ssary
expense s of eac11 day 9 his wife tried to lighten t he cost of house-keeping~

by buying fruit and veeetable s which she afterwards sold with some little
profit. Each morning found her seated behind her stall in the market-
place. Louise Ory was known and esteemed by all the people of Richelieu
who praised her courage, ability and good humour. The record of their
marriage appears in the parish register on 11th January, 1811.

Thirteen years 1 ater, on 15th March 9 1824, a child was born.
later he received Baptism and V\Tas named Jean Jule s.

TWQ days

His father, a working man without education and knOWing nothing of
life but its rude labours and the privations of poverty, gave a somewhat
chill welcome to the new-born child. He already felt his health failing
and saw in the new-corner only one more burden added to his daily sufferings.
Poor fathert How could he form a just idea of the joys and glories of
fatherhood when he did not know the elementary practice s of the Christian
life and did not place his trust in God. For a man of faith, the child
is a gift from heaven confided to his care. He knows that divine
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Providence 'Natche s over him v/it h solicitude because It destine s him for the
glory and happiness of Heaven, and so he accept shis laborious task with
Christian courage.

Little Jul~s, as he was called, quite innocently became a source of
dissension bet\veen 11is parents. One day, in a inore bitter frame of mind
than usual, the father went to the market-place, where his wife vvas calmly
selling her vegetables to her numerous customers. There, in angry and
cutting vvords, he reproached her for neglecting hin1 and lavishing her cares
upon her Cllild. The poor mother, confused and humiliated, could not
repress her emotion. She wept bitterly and then in a moment of desperation,
took the child who was lying peacefully asleep in a basket and, pre ssing him
to her heart, ran to the church nearby, hoping thus to end this painful
scene. Approaching the statue of the ~aother of God, ~e hurriedly placed
the baby at her feet, saying: "Take him, my good Mother. If he is
always to cause me as much pain as he has today, you can have him and do
\iVhat you like with him. I leave hitn to you. It This vias her only prayer.
She went away leaving her child under the care of the Queen of Heaven, his
true Mother.

SOOl'1, becoming calmer, and distre ssed at what she had done, she returned
to the Church. Little Jule s, unconscious of all that had happene.d, was
smiling up at the Iv.ladorlna who seemed to be looking tenderly down at him.
The mother took up her child again, and went home consoled and resigned.

One of the vvitnesses of the scene testifies that from that moment Jules
loved Our Lady's statue with an unusual affection. From the time he learnt
to pray he would often be seen kneeling before it, devoutly reciting the
Ro sary or othe r praye rs.

From his earliest years Jules ffimifested a genuine love for religious
ceremonieso It was a real joy for him when the Parish Priest admitted him
to the choir - a memorable event for this child of seven or eight - and it
made on his youthful mind a deep and lasting impression. When, some time
later, he was allowed to serve n~ass and to assist at the altar, his
happine ss vvas cOlnplete.

In the se duties and likevvise at his studies, Jules ever showed himself
a model. His precocious intelligence, his zeal for the mered :functions,
and his edifying conduct all betokened a vocation for the priesthood. The
Abbe Bourbon, then Parish Priest, waS convinced of it. Besides, the child
himself often lnanife sted his desire for the priesthood, but the good priest,
considering the poverty of the Chevalier family, did not think it possible
for his altar-boy to realise his aspirations. Jules was round as an
apprentice to a shoemaker in. the town, .a l{ind faillily friend who allowed him
to serve Mass every day. This was a. great consolation :for t11e boy who,
though drawn by a divine call, saVJ all his hopes gradully vanishing.

Thi s trial lasted four long years, aft0r which time, the Divine vVorker
of Nazareth created a favourable opportunity :for withdrawing from his humble
workshop, this fervent young mm who was de stined by His Divine mercy to
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become the apost le of His Sacred Heal~t. By an apparently accidential but
providential circumstance, his father moved to Vatan, a small tOlvn in the
diocese of Bourges close to Issoudun. There the young shoemaker found in
the~bbe DarnauIt, Dean of that parish, a protector end devoted father.
The good priest soon recognised the genuine quelities and manifest vocation
to the priesthood of his new parishioner. He made him begin his studies
in Latin and pl~ocured his adn1ission to the Preparatory Seminary of Saint
G8"utier.

Jules Chevalier was then in his 17th year, Bn age when most students
have completed the course of studies he was about to begin.

It is easy to underst8nd the difficulties of the new student, this
tall young men of almost 18, sitting ,in class \vith children of' 12 or 13
who were better instructed in most subjects and had little regard for his
feelings. Besides, since he had left the primary school he had forgotten
muclt', and had scarcely exercised his mentv.l faculties at all. These
beginnings were therefore extremely difficult and he endured many weary
hours. Fortunately, Jules Chev8,lier vvaS endOlJled with an energetic nature
and h8d a strong v/ill, made yet stronger by prayer. He was certain that
God destined him Ior the priesthood and nothing could sheke his resolution
to vnswer the Divine cell. Four years later, in 1846, his superiors
found him sufficient ly prepared to undertake the studies of tl1e Mnjor
Semin~ry. Up to .that time, Jules Chevalier had displayed no extra,ordinary
qualities. His fellow-students observed that he V.fBS regular, punctual,
industrious and pious, but they Savv no hint vJhatever of his future greatness.

During the lest year of his stqy ot st. Gauthier, a serious accident,
occDsioned by 8n imprudence, and one which without a special protection,
would have cost him his life, vvaS the means employed by Divine IvIercy to
raise him to greater perfection. 1.

1. Footnote:
Father Chevalier vI/rote en pccount of this accident and it was published

in his "Histoire ~eligieuse dtIssoudun", (page 406). However, he omitted
cert8in important details. We he8rd him relate this incident with a.l1 its
rempxkable circumstances and vve were deeply moved by it. From thBt day the
life of the young seminarist took a ne~v orientation. He dated his conversion
from this event, end he thnnked Our Blessed Lf.1dy :for the lif'e vvhich she had
preserved and :for the light which :filled his soul.

The a.ccident referred to V'J8S a fell from fl cliff. The body was
recovered, apparently dead, cnd word to thf't effect we.s sent to the Seminary.
The "remains" were then brought back in a carriage. As the carriage approach­
ed the Senlinary, the Rector, "vho had assembled the seminarists, spoke to
them of the sed accident, and of the need of being prepared at ctll times to
face death. Then he sa,id, "Vie vvill novv go out and form a guard of honour
to receive our poor brotherts remains." iAs the procession filed out, Jules,
who had suddently and mira.culollsly recovered, put his head out of the carriage
vlindow and said, "I'm not dead, Father. t1
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Unde r the act ion of divine grace , wit h which hi s soul was inundated
from this time onwards, he viewed the priesthood in a new light. He
understood more clearly the sublime virtues which it exacted and he resolved
to acquire them at the cost of even the greatest sacrifices.

In these happy dispo sitions he entered the Seminary. We can only
surmise what must have been the progress of such a soul-, who never permittep.
himself to swerve from his generous resolutions. From tne beginning, he
rivalled in fervour even the most ardent of the seminarists. vVe could
record here many edifying instance s and acts of the highe st virtue if space
were not so limited. But virtue alone is not sufficient for a prie st; he
needs lmowledge too, and without this his sacred ministry might be the
occasion of ruin to himself as well as to others., Our Lord has said plainly:
HIf the blind lead the blind, both fall into the pit."-

Deeply convinced of this truth, the Abbe Chevalier showed for the study
of the Eacred science s the same ardour and zeal as he had for the acquirement
of virtue. If, in the beginning, his prafe ssors did not :find in him the
brilliant qualities which give promise of a remarkably successful future, if
even, as vvas said, ttey entertained doubts as to the ability of their new
student, the ir fears were quickly dispelled. He was soon ranked amongst the
most promising. His per sistentpersevering application brought to light
the latent resources of his intellect. During his long career and even to
his extreme old age, in spite of the labours of the apostolate, the innumerable
cares of his new-born Congregation and the heavy duties of his parish, he
always gave his rare moments of leisure to serious studye Evidence of "this
may be seerl in the number of the works which he published. Nevertheless
besides these, he left numerous unpublished writings, which were composed
either for private use or in connection with his work. Others, I readily
admit, have been blessed with a keener intellect, or have acquired deeper
or more varied Imowledge, but few men have accomplished a greater amount of
work than did Father Chevalier. His prodigious activity, his incessant
labours carried out in a spirit of' faith, and his ardent zeal for the triumph
of Holy Church and the salvation of souls reveal to us the secret of his
Sllece ss. He had in particular a great love for the Heart of Je sus and had
consecrated himself unreservedly to the task of making It known and loved.
All his works, all his enterprise s, his unending trials, his long and cruel
sufferings tended to t his sublime end. That is vl/hy he has reaped the
abundant bIe ssings promised to the apo stle s of the Sacred Heart.

He commenced this apo stolate even in the Seminary. More than once,
when recreation or walks provided a favourable opportunity, we have listened
to his burning words as he spoke to his intimate frierrl s of the ineffable
treasures of love and mercy of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Then "Vve felt
his ardent desire of pouring into our souls the overflow of the fire of his.
\Vhat happy moments were these~ After more than sixty years, their remembrance
stirs my soul to its depths; but it also arouses a bitter regret that I have
borne so little fruit.

Now the question arises. In the seminary, did Father Chevalier know
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God is designs re{;arding the Congregation of \~hich he waS soon to become
the Founder? ~Ve think he d id. The nlotives on which vve base this
conviction leave us no room for doubt.

Many tirJes during the three years \ve spent together in the Seminary
we had the happiness of heo,ring in the company of severftl of his intimate
:friends, his confidences on this subject. During these conversations
in which there vvere no seCI'ets, he spoke of Issoudun, which from a
re ligious point of view, VIas so neglected. He was as convinced as if' he
had already seen the foundation, that before nlany years there would be
n house of missionaries there.

Far :from taking these outpourings seriously, we thought only that
our confrel'le waS making use of the recreation to give free rein to his
imagination. To our objection and our smiles of incredulity, he would
answer good-humouredly, "You will see it. n .fU1d his profound gaze and
the pl8Y of his :features seemed to add, "Yes, \lvhat I say is the truth."

Yes, indeed, it waS true. When we consider how his words were
realised despite apPftrent ly insurmount able obst 8.C les, despite the insu:f:f;-ic­
iency OI the instruments and the means v'Ve cannot doubt but that he receiv­
ed from He8yen special promises to guide him in his mission. We are
forced to say, 88 others have said before us, t~he finger of God is here.
His pO\1verful Hand has vvorked these \vonders."

Meanvvhile, Father Chev8.1ier completed his studies. I-Ie was ordained
priest of 14th June, 1851. His dispositions at this solemn moment,
which realised the aspirations of' his w·hole li:fe, can best be im~.gined.

We will.not try to describe them. Long since had the serninarist offered
himself without reserve to the service of God. On this dqy the holocaust
\vas consummated. He weS Et priest forever. • •• Henceforth there could
be no limits to his gift of self to God and to souls.

But vvhat Vvt?S this young priest to do nO\tv? Intimately convinced as
he was of God t s designs, was he to set about rea,lising them immediate ly?
Not yet. For, t.hough he knevJ ·the way he W8S to take, he did not yet
know the moment chosen by Divine Providence for him to set out upon it.
He would wait in obedience and peace. He would follow the common WBY,
and keep his place among the secular clergy.

First, he \vas appointed curate in the smell parish of Yvoy-le-Pre,
in the district of Sancerre, but he was to stey only a fevi months.
Chatillon-sur-Indre needed a prudent and zealous priest for work in the
perish, for the parish priest was ill end unable to sustain the fatigues
of his sacred ministry. Father Chevalier wpS ca.lled to this post of
confidence.' He' remained there eighteen months until the death of the
veneI'pted pa.stor. fJleantime, t he Dean of -1\Ubigny-sur-Nere - in the
district of S811Cerre - 8. priest of great virtue end zea.l, .but worn out
by his laborious ministry, wpS no longer able to carry his heavy burden.
The DiocesHn authorities, having made experience at Chatillon of· Father
Chevalier's splendid qualities, transferred him to this nell1 parish, \ivhicb
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\vas ranked among the best of the diocese. There, as at Chatillon, the
fervour ili'1d untiring zea.l of the ne'Jv curate won the esteem o:r -bl1..A "parishion­
ers as well as the grate£ulaffection of the Parish Priest, whom he ~~earded

with filial affection.. He rendered him Elll the services which f.t devoted
son could render his father. I-Ie assisted him in his last hour f1nd levished
upon him all the help and consolption possible in this supreme trial.

It vvas a new sorrovv for Father Chevalier to h8ve to say fnrevvell to
these good people. fAll regretted his departure as they had mourned the
death of their beloved parish priest.

What new field of' labour W8,S to be entrusted to the zealous apostle?
Quite unconcerned, becfluse convinced that vvherever he was he v/ould find
good to do and souls to save, he vVBited for his superiors to indic8te God's
holy will. :nfter n short time, a letter :from the .Archbishop of Bourges
notified him of his nev\J destination. Contrary to all expectation, it
appointed him curate of Issoudun.

Issoudun! VV8S this not for hilTI the true promised land vi/here he WEtS

to found the \1IJorks of which Divine Goodness h8"d given him foreknovvledge in
his seminary d8Ys? Had the hour ordained by Providence come at last?
Could he henceforth wplk with 8ssur8nce in the way which had been shown
him? Such questions must have filled his mind. But his first act was
a pr8yer of thf'nksgiving. Prostrete before the Infinite ~jpjesty, he
thanked the He~rt of Jesus in a holy tr,ensport of love.

On 15th October, 1854, he arrived at Issoudun. He was never to leave.
He was then thirty years of age and had spent three years Dnd four months
in parOChial duties 8.S curate.

CHAPrER 2

Issoudun, the old capit81 of Bns-Berry had seen its days o:f prosperity
£111d glory. This is evident from its history. TOvvprds the end o:f the
18th century, the ancient provinces of FrDnce v.rere divided into departments
and Issoudun became the chief town of 8. district (8_ sn1a,11 section of a
department). This waS a set-back :from which it did not recover. When
Father Chevalier v/a.s sent there as cur8.te~ in 1854, the now modernised
tovvn, with its suburbs ond four large villages a good distance apart,
formed only one parish. ~ single church, that of st. Cyr, former collegiate
church of that name, had escaped the gener8l ruin. For three of four
centur~es, it hed rem8ined unfinished. To this incomplete building, with
its rich style of architecture~ there was now added a large, shapeless
construction, more like a barn than a church. This was called the P8rish
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church, since, for a long time, certain parish services were held there.
Tb.eco lJt::~:giate church vvas reserved for solemn functions and wa.s called
the cho:Lr~ This odd assembly of tVIO such dissimilar buildings was the
sole 8~rchitecturR,l treasure o:f Issoudun, \vhich, be:fore the revolutionary
destruction had been note6 for its fine churches. And thi~: destruction
vIas but an esternEl.l syrilbol of the ravages produoed in souls by the pernic­
ious principles of the 18th century and, above all, by _the :frightful
scanda.ls of the Revolution. Up to that time, though the middle classes,
imbued with the spirit of Voltaire, had abandoned the prftctice of religion,
the great majority of the \ivorking class and the vine-growers had rema.ined
fa.itb:ful. But by 1854 it vvaS not so. In this populous parish, the
numbel'" of men vfho regularly sanctified the Sunday W8.S probably less than
thir'tyo

However, in the midst of this genera.l defection, there were some
hundreds of faithful women, belonging to all c'lasses of society. By the
mercy of the Heart of Jesus 8nd under the protection of His Immaculate
Mother, they formed, in this forsaken pnrish, 8 leaven of ressurection
and life, from which would erise a new generation. Through them religious
practices and works of piety were preserved. By their heroic resistance
to the spirit of evil and by their courageous perseverance in the practice
of virtue, they made it possible to restore Christian li:fe to fanlilies.

Such then waS the field which Divine Providence confided to the zeal
of Father Chevalier - a field which he vvas to cultivate with untiring
devotedness for more thpn half 8 century. When he arrived Et Issoudun
in 1854, C§ron Crozat Vias ~rchpriest. He vvas virtuous and zealous ; loved
end esteemed alike by his superiors, his confreres ond the Iaithful.
Unfortunately, his \veal{ state of health made it impossible for him to con­
tinue his ministry. He was obliged to confide it to his curates who "vere

already overburdened in the extreme, for it is evident that this scett~ered
parish was too extensive 8 field Ior two young priests.

Father Chevalier :found at Issoudun, one of his companions o:f the
seminary at Bourges, Father Maugenest, with whom he had contracted a
close friendship. They had the same zeal for souls, the same desires
of priestly holiness, and now they seemed destined to share the Same
'Vvork and live a common life. Vvhen, in their seminary days, Father
Chevalier spoke of his projects for the future, and his hopes of one day
founding a house of missiona.ries at Issoudun, the Abbe Maugenest had been
8trongly attracted by the idea and evinced his desire to share in the work.
This formed a. bond of union between them.

Father Maugenest had alvvays been a. model seminarist. His remarkable
t81ents and his application to study made Father Chevalier consider that
ht~: would be a valuEtble 8ssistant. But Father Maugenest was not left to
ccmplete his studies at Bourges. His father, a doctor, wishing his son
to develop his faculties to the full, sent him on to the seminary of St.
SUlpice at Paris. So the two friends were separated, but not without
deep regret, especia.lly on the part of Father Chevalier, who had centered
such high hopes in his confrere. ,:At st. Sulpice, Pere :&1augenest We.8 a
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great success. Having finished his studies he wasordeined and returned
home. Cardinfll Dupont, .Archbishop of Bourges, appointed him cu:rate at
Issoudun. He ha,d occupied this post for about three months when Fat.hQr
Chevalier came to share his ministry.

We can imagine the sentiments of these t\vO friends at their :first
interview. They had been separated for nearly four years, and strange
as it may seem, they had never written to each other despite the warm
affection which united them. .tt\lld novJ, contrary to ~lll expectation and
without the least humpn intervention, they found themselves at Issoudun,
living under the same roof and devoted to the same \vorl~. "The first
sentiment of each of' us, tt said FBther Chevalier, "v~asone of lively
gratitude. 11 Vlfe may be sure it vvaS. This reunion seemed to them so
providential and, though they did not yet open their minds to each other,
they offered silent thanksgiving to the Heart of Jesus. The meeting
naturally quickened the aspirations of the semine.ry days, but, out of an
over-discreet reserve, neither dared question the other. Father Chev8,lier
prayed fervently about the matter f'or several weeks, then at length sought
his friend 7 recalled their prev~ous interviews and asked him :i:f he were
still in the SBIDe dispositions.

Father Th~augenest moved almost to tears declared that he had not
changed since their happy semin8ry days. He added, uIf" the Society of
Missionaries th8t we have so often ta,lked about, is part of' God's design, _
I shall be the first to enter it, happy to consecrate myself unreservedly
to the salv8~tion of souls. n .J\t these words, Father Chevalier penetrated
with gratitude thanl{ed God from the dept11s of his heart.. He h8d found
his friend still in the dispositions he desired; henceforth he could open
his heart to him.

The intervie\v lpsted £1. long time:. the tvvo friends hod so much to say
to each other. They spoke of' the past vl/ith its holy and consoling
memories, the projects and labours of the present, their plans for the
future, yet, vvhen they had discussed all these, they still felt that they
had said nothing$ This first outpouring of two souls, united in a deep
and pure affection, vv8.S but 8 prelude to the serious qU'3stions they ha,d
yet to study together.

First and foremost, it W8S necessary to know, beyond all doubt, the
will of God with regard to the Society of Missionaries which they proposed
to estpblish. For man 2lone, even though he be endowed with the most
brilliant qURlities9 con do nothing towards such ends unless God's all-
pO'iNerlul _J\rm upholds end blesses the \vork. "Unless the Lord build the
house, they labour in vain that build it. n (Ps. cxxvr).

Father Chevalier and his confrere were convinced of this. .,:~d so,
despite the interior voice which urged them and the light which flooded
their souls, they sought en unmistakable exterior sign which vvould protect
the~n from 8.11 denger of illusion. This sign they resolved to ask through
the intercession of Our Blessed Lpdy. It waS then the second half of
November, near the eve of the proclpmetion OI the dogm8 of the Immaculate
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Conception. The entire world, bishops, priests and faithf'ul, at the
request of Pope Pius IX, was addressing fervent prayers to Heaven. The
time seemed mo st"pportune, truly unique, and so the two curates re solved
to begin a novena which would end on the 8th December.

The holy Archpriest, \llho was vlell acquainted with the projects of his
curates, and took a keen :interest in them, was invited to join in the
novena. This he gladly promised to do.

But what sign should they ask as an indication of God 1 s Will? They
were both entirely devoid of earthly possessions and had no idea where
they v/ould find the indispensable funds for even the beginning of the work.
Ho\vever, they were animated by a lively faith and had full confidence in
the maternal goodness of Mary. They therefore asked her, as the first
fruit of the glory bestowed on her by the proclamation of the dogma of her
Immaculate Conception, to procure for them the necessary funds for their
founda1iion. They decided that, if their prayers Vlere heard, they would
know by this sign that their inspiration had come from God and so was
in conformity with His Holy Will. In the event of this sign, they promised
to consecrate their work to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, to take the glorious
title of Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, and to do all in their pow'er to
express devotion to the Sacred Heart among the faithful. In addition,
they promised to cause their Immaculate Mother to be honoured and loved
in a special manner.

The novena was made vlith great fervour and on the ninth day (8th
December, 1854) Mary gave tIle desired response. Let us allow Father
Chevalier to relate the event himself. This brief account i~ o;aken from
his notes. "The Mass was scarcely finished when a gentleman ~ ·from
ISSQudun asked to speak to us. He told us that a benefactor who was a
stranger in the town wished to give 20,000 francs to establish a good work
in Berry - preferably a missionary work - and that, if we wished it, this
sum would be put at our di sposal. This was subsequently done.n

In his transports of gratitude, he forgets to state how this unexpected
event was an answer to his prayer, and how this important sum of money
placed at his disposal gave him an assurance of the will of God. Let us
explain.' Their first material need was a small portion of land and a house
to shelter the little Community. Now, at the very hour When the final and
most fervent prayer of the novena was ascending towards her throne, the Most
Holy Virgin had sent them the promise of the sum necessary to obtain both.
This remarkable response on the part of Mary seemed toshow clearly how
pleasing the work Vias to her Maternal Heart, how pleasing to her Divine
Son. It appeared that she herself wished to lay the foundation of the new
congregation, specially devoted to the Heart of Jesus.

(i) This "gentleman from Issoudun", M. Petit, by name, was himself
no stranger to the Archpriest and his curate s. He had great esteem
for their virtue s and devotedne ss and rendered them every service in
his power. In this instanoe, all unknown to himself, he was the
messenger of the Queen of HeavenC) His son, wrlO was thana young
solicitor at Issoudun, inherited his father's devotedness to tlB newly
born Congregation. He was ever a faithful friend and prUdent counsellor4
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On the 8th December, 1854, the Congregation of the' Missionaries of
the Sacred Heart was virtually founded. Henceforth the anniversary of
this memorable day would be celebrated with great solemnity in all the
houses of the Society.

The work had taken its first definite step. Now, t~e holy Founder
could proceed with assurande along the way which had been shown him in the
seminary. Mary' s response shed clear light on this \vay. The Heart of
Jesus wished the foundation and His Divine Mother declared herself its
powerful protectress. What more could be desired?

A few mOl?-ths later, on the Feast of the Holy Trinity, ,1855, the two
prie st s took possession of the house prepared by the solicitude of their
Heavenly Protectre ss. Here, under her watchful care, they were about to
commence the novitiate of their new life. They entered it with great joy
and gratitude. The poverty of Bethlehem, the destitution of the stable,
were it s sole adornment s - an alluring attraction for apostolic souls whose
only desire was to reproduce in themselves the life of Jesus Christ, King
of the poor, their only ambition to devote themselves, as He did, to the
salvation of their brethren~

Their first dare Was to prepare in the ramshackle old house, one room
decent enought in which to celebrate the Adorable Sacrifice for the faithful.
In a few months the work was finished. It was not without grace, this
modest chapel, whose only adornment was the immaculate whiteness of its
walls. The Abbe Caillaud, Vicar-General to Cardinal Dupont, Archbishop of
Bourges, came to bless it. This was on the Feast of the Holy Name of Mary,
and -: a providential coincidence - this same day, the young apostles, in the
name of His Eminence, the Cardinal, were o:fficially named Missionarie s of
the Sacred Heart - a .further testimony of the maternal interest taken by the
Mother of God in the new Congregation.
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CHAPTER 3

Every society, no matter ~vhat its nature or importance, requires a
set of Rules. No productiveness or durability would be possible for an
association if each member followed his own will.

The two young Missiona~ies, formed to the virtues of the priestly
state by the disciples of M. Olier, had preserved a deep affection for the
Seminary traditions. They decided that they could not do better than
continue, for the time being, the practice of the Seminary Rule, whilst at
the same time, reserving tothemselve s the right o:fmodifying certain point El,
according as experience or the light s given by the Holy Spirit would indicat,e
the nece ssity. This was a wise step 'which made it possible for the Founder
to prepare, at leisure, the Rules an.d Constitutions of the Congregation.
For more than ten years the Congregation was to remain in this embryonic
state. During that time the subjects \1Vere not bound by any vow or special
promise. They were free to bind thernselves by private vow if they felt the
attraction to do so. Nothing more Was exacted of new-corners than a generous
will, the faithful observance of the common rule and obedience to the
superiors. However, from the very beginning, Father Chevalier had conceived
his Congregation such as we see it today, vlith religious vows and the various
works indicated in the Constitutions. His first confreres never had the
least doubt on this subject. He himself also affirms, in the notes on
the Congregation, that such Was his original idea, as it was also of his
first companion.

If as yet, they could not make the vows of religion they, nevertheless,
resolved to bind themselves irrevokably to God by private vows. On(l)
Christmas Day', 1856, the little Community composed of three members went
to the Chapel in the evening and, prostrate before the Crib, Father Chevalier
and Father ~Iaugenest pronounced the perpetual vows of Poverty, Chastity and
Obedience, to which they added a :fourth -that of stability in their vocation.
Their confrere, who had joined them scarcely six months previously, was the
only witne ss of this touching consecration of his seniors.

The reputation of the new missionaries waS even now beginning to
spread. They were appreciated, not only for their virtues and zeal, but
also for their apostolic eloquence •. Before long they were invited to
evangelise the neighbouring parishes.

Father Maur;enest was a remarkable preacher. When he made his appear­
ance, his tall, slender figure, his modest, ye~ self-possessed bearing; his
humble, yet steady gaze immediately won the con:fidence of the audience.
But when he began his sermon, his powerful voice, his fluency, his lively
yet imaginative style, \lIlhich he knew how to adapt to the simple and the
ignorant, and his clear and sound teaching won him assured success. If
one adds to these natural qualities, a humble abnegation and a lively faith
which looked to God's grace for the success of his ministry and asked for
it vllith insistence in pI8.yer, we can easily realise that Father Founder's .
110pes for the future of his work were centered in Father Maugenest. More-

(1) The third member was Father Piperon, the writer of this book.
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over, Father Maugenest loved his vocation and generously strove to acquire
the virtues it exacted.

:&;p,t11er Chevalier's discourses v/ere notable in a different way. If
he lacked the liter::L~~':'t brillance so rnuch admired in his young confrere,
if his c1e~Livery v\ra.S fttll1ty on more than one point and if' he sometimes
neglected rules of rhetoric, these defects were adequately compensated
for by passages of trtl8 Christian eloquence. Then it "vas tllat the apostle,
ca:r'J:,i.e·d out of himself, captivated his hearers and fired them vv-ith a little
'of hic' C\Vn ardour. Then it vvas that his voice, ordinarily clear, precise
and vvell modulated though forceful, assumed accents so touching that the
most-:.:nsensible cOll-Id not resist. In the fervour of his zeal, he painted
in t~:1.~; nost vivid colours, the terrible effects of Divine Justice, the
fl""lightful ravages and blacl{ ingratitude of sin, the beauty of virtue and
espec~:~}i.~~_ly t118 infinite mercy of the Heart of Jesus and the granduer of
the August Virgin Mary. Many times in those happy bygone days we have
heard hirn. Fifty years have elapsed since then, and the remembranOO -
I almost said the impression - is still living.

Father C}::.evalier had a great respect for the v\Tord of God, and he
insisted that sermons should be prepared with great care. In this he
himself gave the example. That he might never be taken by surprise, he

. set to work right from the beginning to compose discourses on all subjects
on which a missionary might be called upon to treat. For years, in spite
of the almost overwhelming duties that absorbed his care, he devoted all
his free tinle to tllis vvork. Iiis vJritten sermons contairled matter for more
tl:lal1 five large volumes - in Etll, nearly a thousand different instructions.
Certainly, all these were not complete and perfect vtlorks. Often they vI/ere
mere sketches, more or less developed according to circumstances. I-Iowever,
taken together with a considerable number of other writings~the collection­
gives evidence of the constant and tireless labour of our venerated Father.
Assuredly, he did not bury any of the talents confided to him. Father,
by pe/rsistent vJork, even to the closing c1e..ys of his long' career, he "traded
much". He vvas, indeed, the ffgooc1 and faithful servant".

The two first years of the little Congregation passed rapidly in an
atmosphere of work and prayer- and great fraternal charity. With the
Psalmist, vIe loved to sing: "Oh, how good and sVveet it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity." l\feither the privations of' poverty nor the·
difficulties of the moment could alter the peace which we then enjoyed.

But, before long, there was to fall upon us a heavy trial - heavy,
above all, for our ooloved Father. It came suddenly and from a quarter
no one \vou.ld have expected. In. Advent, 1857, Father ~lIaugenest preached a
very successful mission in St. Peter's Parish at Bourges. This VJas a great
consolation for Father Chevalier who felt his hopes once more confirmed.
Alas~ .his joy was of short duration. At the close of the mission, Father
f\'1augenest VIyote that, at the Cardinal Archbishop's orders, he was going to
Pal-..j.s to a retreat at the Seminary of St. Sulpice, and that he \l'1Quld
be 8:b~3t~rrt -for some vJeeks. fIe apologised for not giving a fuller explano.tion,
and said he had promised the Cardinal to keep strict silence on the reason
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of his prolonged stay in the capital.

When he read this letter with its evident reticence, Father Chevalier
broke dovvn. It waS as if a thunderbolt had fallen at his feet.

U\1Vhatever has happened?H asked his young confrere, greatly alarmed.

Father Chevalier simply handed him the letter and said, "Read this."
Then controlling himself \vith an effort he added, "We must separate."

HSeparate ~

.. ,_~s Eminence has just appointed Father ~Aaugenest Archpriest of the'
Cathed.1:al. It is evident that he does not wish us to continue Ollr v/ork.
Next thing he will be giviI'lfS each of us a post in the diocese. tt

This surmise was in part true. The Cardinal had indeed appointed
Fat11GT ~,qaugenest Archpriest of the Cathedral. The latter, of course, was
greatly distressed, but when he objected to this appointment, the Cardinal
said authoritatively, uI am your Archbishop, and as such, your superior;
therefore you owe me obedience. Go to Paris and make a retreat at the
Seminary. You willcome out of it, I hope, entirely submissive to my will."

The day after he received the letter, Father Chevalier went to Bourges,
hoping to persuade the Archbishop to alter his decision. A vain hope~

After having listened to him vlTith condescension, the Archbishop said, "If
your work comes from God, the loss of one of its members will not prevent
it from succeeding. If it be the work of man, the presence of this subject
will not preserve it from ruin. tf In his written account of this intervievl,
Father Chevalier concludes with these ~!ords, "God alone kl10VIS the distress
of heart and the tears 'tvhich this separation caused us." A more painful
or disheartening trial could scarcely be imagined.

Father Chevalier returned the sanE day. Though his soul vas crushed
by the blovvthat had just been struck at his \vork, he did not permit him-
self to be discouraged, He was firmly convinced that God wanted the work
and that He could make it succeed in spite of every obstacle. At the foot
of the Tabernacle, he resolved to neglect nothing in order to insure its
success.

But what a catastrophe ~

The little tree ha,d produced three branches; tl\TO had been vigorous and
gave promise of yielding abundant fruit, the third was frail and weak and
of little promise.* And now, a sudden windstorm had carried away the branch
that gave the best promise. '~hat could the future hold? The tree vvill
languish for a few years but, rooted in the soil in which the Divine
Gardener has planted it, it will not perish. Once more, Jesus will prove
that in His all-po\verful Hands and with His merciful grace, every instrument

* The humble Father Piperon here speaks of himself.



He deigns to use can contribute to the success of His work. Beyond all
hope, the tree developed slo\vly but surely, and today its, .harvest of fru.it
calls forth our wondering admiration~

Hovvever, if Father Chevalier accepted with humble submission, the t:r:ial
that the Heart of Jesus had sent him, he nevertheless suffered keenly.
The separation from his dearest friend left a great void in his heart, and
to gain strength under this trial he resolved to make a ,pilgrimage to st.
Margaret ~~ary' s tomb, This intention was carried out in the first \veeks
of 1858. To quote his Qvvn vvords he spent tvllO days "in these holy places
sanctified by the apparitions of Our Lord and perfumed by the devotion to
JIis Sfi~~red Heart. n He returned with rene,wed courage, resolved to bear
\vithr;',:-~'; f~ltering any new crosses it might please God to impose upon him.
And t11ey rv-ere not slow in cOIning.

About the Feast of the Blessed Trinity, of the same year, one of the
curates of Issoudun - a former companion of the Seminary - who lacked
neither talents nor ability, sought and obtained admission. Despite his
brilliantqualitites, this young priest was not able to s~pport the yoke
of the Rule, so easy to generous souls. Father Chevalier had to ask him
to leave. The postulant was thereupon much offended and complained to
the Cardinal Archbishop. To rrake excuse for his dismissal, he did not
fear to disparage his confreres. In addition 7 to this, he declared that
he could not live in a house where his life Was daily endangered, since the
little Chapel threatened to collapse at any moment" and no one could cele':'
brate the Offices of the Church \vithout fear of an 'accident. In the end,
he so convinced the Cardinal of his sincerity that, without further enquiry,
he forbade all ceremonies in the Chapel and ordered it tobe closed vJithin
twenty-four hours.

There was great distress in the little Community and among the faithful.
Father Chevalier \vas ignorant of the source of the blow which had struck
him so unexpectedly and went a t once to have an interview vIlith the Cardinal.
It was a Monday. The matter was fully cleared up and the postulant's
subterfuges exposed. Hevlever, to reassure the alarmed people, the Cardinal
stipulated that the necessary repairs should be made and a certificate of
the architect, attesting that all danger of collapse was averted, should be
sent to him. Four days later, the Cardinal received the required attestat­
ion and on the next de"y, Saturday, Fatner Chevalier was authorised to re-open
the Chapel for the celebretionof Mc.9.ss. The interdict had not lasted six
dayS. Three days had sufficed to repair' the humble Chapel which, according
to the detractor, vias onthe verge of ruin. The expenses incurred were in
reality very slight, but for the little Community which could barely meet
its daily needs, they v~re very heavy_ The ~inal result, however, was a
happy one for from this moment the decision was made to cOIIlID8nce, as soon as
possible, the building of a Church which vlould be less unworthy of the Divine
Majesty.
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CHAPTER 4

f~fter the vvork of founding the little Community, F.ather Cheva]_i81..1~
next anxiety vv'as the evangelisation of the men, ~Ve have already spoken
of the motive attracting him to Issoudun,· namely, the neglected state of
this vast parish with its population of more than twelve thousand.

Afew facts ought to make us realise better than a long discourse the
religious decay of the Capital of Bas-Berry, formerly sofamous for its
faith and zeal in the service -of God. Sad to say, it had been profoundly
shaken by the numerous and frightful apostasies during the revolutionary
upheaval of 1793. Furthermore, on the re?toratiol1 of Divine Vvorship, the
diocesarl autllority could spare only one priest to Care- for the town and
several country areas. Vvhat could be done by one priest, hov\lever zealous,
to bring back to religious practices this gI'eat population w'hich had been
rl1isled by numberless scandals? Above all, vvhat could he do to instruct
and form to virtue his scattered parishiohers, who had for long years for­
gotten the way to the Church?

At Issoudun, in 1856, there v~s one man - we repeat it, only one man ­
who fulfilled his religious duties." He assisted at Mass on Sundays and
Feast Days and made his Easter duty. More than once he told us this himself
and the Parish Priest, Canon Crozat, confirmed his declaration.· We can
then judge the state of the parish in 1854, notwithstanding the progress
that had been made since divine worship had been restored. But, as we have
already stated, in the midst of the general indifference of the me n, a good
number of mothers of families and pious women inall classes of society kept
up the practices of Christian life in the parish. They were as fervent as
the men were indifferent and their love for Our Blessed Lady was singularly
edifying.

Father Chevalier's ardent and completely apostolic soul prompted him to
seek a remedy for the indifference of this parish. The evangelisation of
the men vIas his dream. In order to realise it, he determined to unite them
in groups where they might again learn the ,"ay ba..ck to the Church, to give
them suitable instructions and to provide them witli t~e advantage and the
attraction of devotions to which they alone would be admitted. In a word,
he would establish a Mass for lVlen.

The decision \vas made towards the end of 1856. '~ithout delay, the
r~issionaries went out into the country to find rren'"of good v/ill. ,After rrany
weeks of laborious journeys, visits and invitations, to which they were often
accorded refusals more or less polite, they counted thirty serious promises.
You \vill exclaim, "Thirty men to corrnrence a vvork of this l{ind, in an
important parish~ VVhata disappointmentt tt Out Father Superior did not
think so. He c.ongratulated us on our good vvork and added, "We shall commence
on Sunday."

On the fol1ovling Sunday, the small batal1ion met at the Church and the
Mass was celebrated for these thirty courageous men - all labourers or
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farmers....--------They-· YdlJ..owed the ceremonies with a satisfac-b'O.:ty degree of
recollection and at the end the celebrant .~ddressed to ~hem a· _~e~v words of
thanks and encouragement. Then all joined in a short prayer.

As they made their way home, these good men were faced vlith a severe
trial. Standing in the doorv~ys of the street were groups of curious
men and women - especially women, who watched them with sarcastic smiles
or exchanged unpleasant remarks for them in hear. This Vias certainly a
severe trial for these men still so weak in their religious convictions.
Hovy marlY men, courageous and strong in ot11er matters, allow themselves in
this to be vanquished by human respect, that tyrant of our soft and
characterless societies~ That day human respect itself was vanquislled.·
Those thirty men vvent back joyfully to their homes, \vith the consciousness
of having accomplished a great duty and the resolution to persevere.

The \tvork for rnen had begun. llnd if today, in spite of the sad events
of our time and the innumerable obstacles raised up by them, the parish of
ISSol.::.dun possesses a considerable nucleus of practical men, it is due to
the :Lntelligerit and persevering zeal of Father Chevalier and his devoted
c ollabors.tOl~S.

The seconcl enterprise V'!US the construction of the Church of the Sacred
Heart. We have already mentioned the serious motives which innucedFather
Chevalier to begin this difficult work. When he took his resolution the
Corrmunity vvas reduced to two members ~lnc1 they \vere in extreme poverty - or
rather, extreme destitution. The Viscountess Du Quesnehf:l.d, it is true,
assured the Missionaries temporarily of an annual allovvance of a thousand
francs, and for this we preserve a sincere and undying gratitude - but what
was this sum in face of our daily needs? What was more, the numbers of
our Co~munity had to increase-if the work was not to perish even before
its establishment, but an increase in number would mean a proportional
decrease in the allo'Vvance for each one. Terrible and insoluble problem.
Apart ~rom this allowance, in spite of what mis-informed persons may have
said to the, con.trary, we had notlling, absolutely nothing. But I arn
mistaken. We possessed the richest of all treasures - God's assurance:
"Seek first the I{ingdom of God and His Justice and all these things shall
be added unto you." -Father Chevalier relied on tl1.ese words vvith an
unshakable faith. This was his strength and the pledge of his success,
for Providence is the foundation on which good works rest.

However, if the Father Superior vias sustained by an absolute confidence,
he did not '\rvant 10 be rash. lie determined, first of all, to recommend his
project to the Immaculate Virgin, the powerful Protectress of his Congregat­
ion; then to study the means of carryi11g it out. In all, he vvas resolved
to hasten the work only in proportion to the help sent by Divine Providence.
This was great· wisdom.

Soon, he believed the hour had come to reveal his design to the faithful
of Issoudun. He appealed to them to contribute according to their means
and they responded well.
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The very day a.fter his announ.cement, a poor girl w110 by her constant
vvork barely earned a living, came to h'im and said, HI am bringlng Y,OU my
contriblltioIl for the Churcl1. of the Sacred Heart. It is' very littJ.e, but
it's all I possess." 811E3 handed him a small, carefully-wrapped parcel.­
He opened it and five gold pieces of 20 francs each glittered before him.

"lVhere did you get this gold?" he asked.

"Father , it is vJhat I have saved since I have been living at Issoudun.
Yesterc~ay I promised the Heart of Jesus I would bring it to you. Take it,
I give it to you \villingly."

Greatly touched, he took one of the £ive coins and folding the paper,
said, HKeep the rest for your future needs, my child."

UNo, Father,U she persisted, "I have promised it all to the Heart of
Jesus 0 I cannot keel) any. n

HBut vvhat if you lose your vvorl{ or fall ill?"

"Father," she replied earnestly, "this money does not belong to me now,
it is God's. I have given it all to Him and I won't take back one groat.
And as for the future, I place rny trust in Providence. lf

Divine Providence did not faj_l her. Eventually she waS employed as
companion to a highly respectable lady v\Tho, when c1ying, bequeathed her a
modest allovvunce, sufficient to preserve l1er in the future, from, all \vant.

This girJ. devoted herself unceasingly to the works of the Congregation
and she became one of the best promotors of devotion to Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart. Having reached an extrerne old age, she vvished to see, as
8118 fondly- said, "her dear Church of the Sacred :Heart. n She came back to
Issoudun after an absence of many long years to ask at the feet·of her good
Mother, Our Lady of the Sacrec1 Heart, the grace of 8~ holy death. ' \Vhen I
remillded her of the hu.mble beginning of our Congregation and of her generous
offerj,ng for the construction -of the Church, she said, tlQ Father, how
wonderful God is in His works~ Beg of Him that, though I am only a poor
ignorant sinner, I too may contemplate Him in Paradise'. n

This was the first offe ring, or I should say, the first stone th'l t
Father Chevalier received for the building' of his Church and his sole
capital v/hen tl1e founc1ation stone was laid.

Lost in admiration at the faith and charity of this woman, he said to
himself, "The others perhaps will give of their abundance, 'but she of her
poverty has given all she 'possessed'" (st. ~~ark, XII, 44) He hesitated no
longer. This heroic act seemed to him the best assurance of God"s blessing
on his enterprise. And, like t11e poor workinE?~-girl, he declared, fir place
all my confidence in the adorable Providence of G-od. tt

In l~pril, 1859, the first part of the general plan was c OIIUIlG nee et. On
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the 15th June, 1860, the Mission~ries were able to take possession of that
portion of the building comprising th~ sanctuary and three first sections
of the nave.

VJhat is more remarkable still, sufficie nt resources had been supplied,'
in proportion to our needs, in such a manner that in the weeks which follow..­
ed the blessing of this first part, vie experienced the consolation of being
able to hand to the c on tractors the first payment due to them. This \vas
an encouragelnent to Father Chevalier to proceed with the work since
Providence sho\ved itself so 1x>untiful. The whole building was completed
by the end of three years (1864).

~Tow, where did these resources come from? From all countries. They
crossed the seas, they passed over mountains to flow towards Issoudun.

What mysterious povver attra~ted them to, this town which, half a
centllry before, vllas almost unknown to the rest of the world? This pO\ii1er
carL'l~-:;t be attributed to the influence of Father Chevalier vlhe, up to this
tiITl6 ~N3.S perfectly unknovv-nand v/hose name had scarcely gone beyond the
confines r..;,:f t11e parish. No, we must look higher. This power is none
other t~~n that of the Immaculate Virgin, the Protectress of the newly-born
Congregation g vvho wished to make the new Church a centre of devotion to
the Heart of Jesus and also to teach us that she is the ineffable Treasurer
of this Divine Heart. Father Chevalier was only the instrument chosen to
carry out her merciful designs. He was fully convinced of this fact and
would have strongly reprimanded us had we attributed to him an influence
which he did not possess.

His delicate sensibility on this point was extoreme. VIe have, more
than once, been greatly edified by it. May we be permitted to mention
here one incident. He had invited a talented and very zealous religious
to preach a solemn novena. On the concluding day, the preacher thought
it permissible to pay a compliment in which he congratulated him on the
great work accomplished by his zeal. Had it not been for the respect due
to the house of God, the people would have loudly applauded. Wounded to
the quick, Father Chevalier could sC'arcely contain his displeasure, and it
would have taken very little to make him interrupt the preacher with a
rebuke. His first words, on leaving the Church, were those of strongly­
worded disapproval. "This priest has forgotten the r '3spect due to the word
of God. IJever Clr:ain \vill I invite him to preach here. His sermon has
been a scandal. It is the Heart of Jesus Who has done all, by the intermed-
iary of :His Ivlost Holy Mother; to Him alone be longs the glory. ft

Completely absorbed in the realisation of his holy design, Father
Chevalier sought means of carrying it out. He remembered having read in
the life of st. Margaret Mary, the desire of Our Lord to see distributed
every\vhere irrr'1.ges of Hj_s Divine Heart, and the promise which He had made
to bless the houses \vhere this sacred imaese would be honoured. This vvas
an i11spiration. One day he said to me, "Dear Father, let us have confidence;
here, it seems to me, is the vvay to overcome our difficulty. Yle will have
a beautiful picture of the Sacred Heart printed and give a copy to everyone
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who will make an offering towards the building of our Church. Through
the circulation of these pictures, we shallpropagate the kn~vledge and
love of the Sacred Heart which is the very aim of our little Congregation,
and I have great confidence that we shall receive abundant alms. Let us
earnestly beg Our Lady to bless our project and help us to realise it."

The confidence of the venerated Father was not groundless for our
Divine Mother had inspired her apostle. As soon as the picture was known,
it was ingreat demand everywhere. One could only think that the angels
at Mary's service employed themselves in propagating it. This then vlfas
Father Chevalier's secret, and the providential means errployed by ~Aary for
the success of her enterprise.

The young community developed "vith difficulty. Its members still
lived under the Founder's provisional rule. Nevertheless new subjects
did prese nt themse Ives, but they w'ithdrevil after a titre of trial, more or
less prolonged. Some did not possess the. necessary qualities, other
dOl:i.·:~~:<:·;d of the future of the Congregation or vl7ere discouraged in face of
theL.llceasing diff-iculties of the first years. It must be admitted that
if the prc..'Iisional rule was not very rigorous, sacrifices were not lacking,
hence it needed strong souls ardently desirous of walking in the footsteps
of the Adorable Victim of Calvary.

However, the young Founder was full of hope and believed unfalteringly
in the realisation of his generous designs. That the many and great works
undertaken in these first days have persisted and developed is proof of the
intensity of the spiritual life which he had known hOVI to infuse into the
little Community and of his own ardent zeal and untiring activity.

In 1860 he added another storey to the house which formerly consisted
of a single floor and contained only four cells. These were so narrow,
poor and i11col1venient that there .was no little merit in living :in them.
The new construction was wisely planned and provided tVvelve modest rooms,
clean and very convenient in every way. Postulants could now present
themselves for there was a place to receive them. This was an improvement,
assuredly not a great one, but still one which brought comfort and joy.
The poor are content with little.

~Jeither \vork, triaJ..s nor sufferings could make Fa.ther Chevalier forget
the solemn promise made in 1854 to Mary Immac~late to honour her and have
her honoured vvith special homage in the new Congregation. VVhat special
worship had Father Chevalier in mind? \Ve will let him tell us.

HFrom the beginning of our work in 1855, we thought of giving a 001'00
to Mary to testify our gratitude and to express her power over the Heart of
her Divine Son - a power of vlhich she had given us so nany proofs. Yve
decided on the title of' Our Lady of the Sacred Heart as being the best
expression of itvhat vve had in mind. The more we studied this new title, the
more fitting it appeared to us and the more it seen1ed in accord with solid
theology." This, then, -was the title under which henceforth our beloved
Father and his children would render to the most holy Virgin the special
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hOlllage \vhich he had promised her. It took him four years of fervent prayer,
serious mediation and long study to set this new" jewel in our ~.qotherts
crown of glory. Ye8 9 four years had passed by - from 1855 to 1859 -
before Father Chevalier made knovvn to some ·of his confreres this ne\iV title.
Let us try to understand its value for we will derive both profit and joy
from it.

Let us consider t;vhat Father Chevalier proposed in thus naming Our
Blessed Lady:

10 To thank and glorify God for having chosen Mary from amongst
all creatures to form in her womb and of her most pure substance,
the Adorable Heart of Jesus.

2. To honour in a particular manner the love, obedience and filial
respect that Jesus nurtured in His Heart for His Most Holy Mother.

::>. By a special title which included all others, to recognise the
power which He has given her over His Divine Heart.

4. To implore the Holy Virgin to lead us herself to the Heart of
her Son, to open to us the treasures of grace which It contains
and to make us dravv more abundantly from this Sacred Source.

5. By and with Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, to make reparation for
the outrages offered to the Sacred Heart, and to console Him in
His sadness and bitterness by a more edifying life.

6. To confide to Our Lady of the. Sacred Heart all difficult and
hopeless cases in the spiritual and temporal order.

These are great things, the consideration of VJhich made the illustrious
Cardinal Lie, Archbishop of Poitiers, declare that the invocation, "Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us" vvould be one of the finest ears in
the sheaf of honour offered by our age to the Holy ~iIother of God. Praise
and thanks be forever rendered to our divine Mother who guided her devoted
servant and inspired hi.m in the choice of this title.

In 1860 a very beautiful stained glass window representing Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart waS placed above the altar which was dedicated to her.
Then in the years following, Father Chevalier had this representation
printed. This picture had scarcely become known before there arose on all
sides an urgent demand for it. Each day we received numerous letters in
this strain: ttFather, send to my address, as quickly as possible, 100
(or sometimes 500 or 1,000) pictures of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.
Everybody here \:vantsone. Tt At times the letters contained touching accounts
of unexpected favours obtained through the intercession of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart. other persons wrote begging to have their names inscribed
in the Confraternity which they thought was established under this title.

Father Chevalier had, as yet, neither published nor even vvritten any
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thing about this devotion and already it was known and loved in the most
distant COl1ntries. Ina language more eloquent than words, the little
picture spoke to souls of the marvellous power, the merciful goodness and
lovableness of her who has not been narred in vD"in the Conquerer of hearts
(raptrix Cordium). It seemed that the angels themselves -v/ere eager to
a~nounce to the world the devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

Marvelling at all this and with hearts full of gratitude? Father
Che~lier and his confreres _would say to one another, "1]Ve see without any
doubt, that our well-beloved Mother is pleased that we honour her ineffable
po"\'ver over the Heart of Jesus."

It became imperative that Father Chevalier should express in vJriting
the meaning he attached to the invocation !tOur Lady of the Sacred Heart,
pray for us". Hence one of our number was charged tvith doing this. ~~ He
drew up in a few pages that the Father had communicated to us and 9 with his
approbation, made several copies of this document. This same father being
in Pll:y-en-Valay, paid a visit to Father Ramiere, Director of the Apostleship
of Pra3rer and the ~Jiessenger of the Sacred~ Heart. Seeing the Father take a
great int8~est in the subject he offered him a small picture which was
gladly accepted.

HH:aveyou anything in writing, anything publislled on Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart?tt asked the Director eagerly.

"Up to the prese nt, nothing has be en printed, but I have viIith me a
written copy a few pages in length. n And opening 11is portfolio, the visitor
presented the nlodest manuscript. Father Ramiere read it attentively and
then said, "Let file have this for the ~~essel1ger. It wiJ_l be read with
interest .n

HIt is impossible, Father, I'm s~rry to say. This is not mine, but
I will make known your request to my superior and he himself will write to
you about it."

1Nhen this request was made, Father Chevalier realised that he must
not leave to others the ca_re of this publication? so he hastened to compose
a pamphlet ~ OUR· LADY OF THE SACRED HEART, by Father (Tules Chevalier,
Missionary Apostolic of the Sacred Heart.

This was his first publication.- It appeared in November, 1862, with
the approbation and recommendation of the Arcrlbishop of Bourges ,~lIgr. de la
Tour d I Auvergne • ~1ore than forty Archbish.ops and Bishops in France and
neighbouring countries to vvhich. this pamphlet "vas sent, approved of the
devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. The Messenger of the Sacred Heart
published it in the May edition, 1863, and at the same time displayed to
all its subscribers the picture of our Mother. This vvas a great consolat-
ion for Father Chevalier, who saw thereby the realisation of his ardent
desire to render to the Most Holy Virgin, a special honour.

1r Father Piperon himself.



By and with Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
we will glorify the Heart of Jesus

and will propagate, in accordance with our motto,
His worship and His Love.

We shall go to the Heart of Jesus through Mary.

Father Chevalier.
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CHAPTER 5

In July, 1858, the holy Founder made a pilgrimage to Louvesc to
recommend all his projects to st. Francis Regis, the great missionary of
ve lay, Vivarais and Cevennes; then to La Salette for., as he vvrote in his
notes~ he had "so mtlch to ask for, so much to be thankful for. tt On his
return, he wished to see the holy Cure of Ars to consult him on his work
and to solicit his prayers. Although he Vilas able to remain only a fe\v
tlours at A.rs, he had the happiness of securing a fairly long intervievl1.

The holy Cure listened to him with particular interest and then, giving
him 11i8 blessing, he said., "Heaven will bless your vvork, but only after
many trials. Have courage and confidence. V;]hen will you arrive back at
Issoudun?fi

~;On the 26th July, Father. tt

HVery "N811 then, on the 26th July vve shall cormnence a l'Jovena. I will
unite with you and your confreres and the Sacred Heart of Jesus will protect
you. "

A fev! days after his retLlrn, the papers anno'unced the ooath of the Cure
of Ars. 011 hearing this nevvs, we said, "The holy Cure vfill continue in
Heaven his novena for our work; he v1ill be our protector. tt

TovJards t,he end of !iUgust in the f ollovvip.g year, 1860, Father Chevalier
set out for Rome. He desired to obtain the Holy Father's blessing on his
nevv Congregation. In a private audience - as he noted, it vvas on the
Feast of the Holy Name of Mary - he explained in detail to Pius IX,-the aim
of his worlc and the plan on vvhich he hoped to form his Congregation.

The Holy Father listened graciously and then replied, HI pray earnestly
for the prosperity of your Congregation. I bless it with all my heart.
I would like all priests to form part of it; increase and multiply. The
only hope for the Church and for society rests in the Heart of Jesus. There
alone is the cure of all our ills. Preach everywhere the devotion to
this Divine Heart: It will be the salvation of the world. Make haste to
establish yourselves. I shall be happy to give the Canonical approbation
which is as yet lacking. n This was eventually realisedo In 1869, Pius IX
gave the Decreee of Praise. In 1874, on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, he
approved the Congregation and finally in 1877, he confirmed for ·ten years,
the approbation of the Constitutions. His Holiness, Leo XIII gave the
final approbation on 24th July, 1891.

This visit to the Eternal City was for the Founder and for his rising
Congregation a source of abundant blessings. Besides receiving there
special and necessary lights for the :f ormation of his Congregation, he also,
found devoted protectors and en.lighterlod advisors \lvho rendered hirn great
service.
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Providence had secured this help for him in view of the numerous
obstacles which he vvould meet on his vlay. He returned to Iss oudun filled
witrlconsolation. Pius IX had encouraged and blessed his vvork; hence­
forth he could proceed with complete assurance; no difficulty could shake
his energetic vvill. \Vith new ardour he 'resumed the course of his vvork.
His first care was the completion of the Church of the Sacred Heart which
was finished in 1863 and consecrated on 2nd July of the following year.

All his life, Father Chevalier had a deep respect and affection for
his confreres in the priesthood. Those who lived with him knew with what
kindly cordiality he alvJays welcomed brother priests. TIle isolation in
which the greater number of the secular priests were forced to live made
him fear for them. He opened his house and also his heart to each one.
He would have liked to procure for all the blessings of a religious life
accom~odated to the exigencies of the parish ministry. This desire gave
birth to the organisation known as the Secular Priests of the Sacred Heart,
which was begun almost at the same time as the Congregation.* Priestly
asso;~i8..tions vvere increasing rapidly in France and Father Chevalier 1vas
in cornrD.11nication VJith the greater number of the directors. To~vards the
end of August ,1863, he held a sort of congress at Issoudun. His idea
was to establish the basis of one single association under the patronage
of the Sacred Heart. His 8~rdent love for the Sacred Heart made him
expect from this union a very great spiritual profit for all. If the
result of this congress "vas not vvhat he desired, at least it accomplished
great good from the interchange of ideas and opinions. There was
established a kind of wide federation of all the associations, \vith the
Sacred Heart as the centre and link.

MeanWhile, in proportion to the spread of the devotion to Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart, the accounts of favours received through her intercess­
ion became more numerous and ~equests for inscription in the Confraternity
in her honour became more urgent. Now, no association of the kind was
in existence. :&"'ather Chevalier had not yet thought of esta.blishing one.
In November, 1863, on going to arrange with the Archbishop the ceremonies
for the consecration of the Church he, at the same time, gave him an account
of the marvellous attraction of souls to Otlr Lady of the Sacred Heart,.
This good prelate said: "F8"ther, you ought to f,ound an Association of
prayer as soon as possible. Draw up the statutes and se.no. them to me as
soon as possible. We shall approve and canonically establish this
Association."

Contrary to his usual promptitude, Father Chevalier vvaited tVIO long
months before responding to the desires of his Archbishop_ The decree
of erection was signed on the following 29th January, but ~~s not published
until the beginning of April, 1864, - by the Archbis'hop himself. l1:is Grace
inscribed his name at the head of the Register of the Confraternity, and

* In spite of the troubles of the present time, this work still
flourishes, to the great profit of its members. Since the
time of its origin, ne8.rly 1,200 priests 11ave been enrolled
under the banner of the Sacred Heart.
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expressed the wish that his name would be followed by a hundred thousand
others. On July 2nd, after the consecration of the Church, we presented
l1im 'Vvith the Register. It already contained more than 50,000 names and
at the end of that same year, the hundred thousand desired by the Archbishop
was more than surpassed. . Today, after 48 years, the number inscribed at '
Issoudun counts almost 20 million. This number does not include the
members of the many individual Confraternities spread over the world.

May Our Lady of the SaCred Heart be blessed for this marvellous and
rapid expansion of her Archconfraternity; let us the.. nk her for the
innumerable favours granted to those who invoke her with confidence. To
her be thanksgiving and glory for so many and such admirable prodigies of
grace. Her maternal hands unceasingly pour down upon us the inef~able

treasures of grace which she draws from the Sacred Heart. To our Mother
once more our praise and thanksgiving is due for having so inspired our
Father in the choice of the new title under which she wishes to be invoked.
We cannot doubt but that it was she who dictated to him this ever blest
title: Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

Did FStther Chevalier think, vlThen he pondel"'ed o\€r this title for the
first time't that it vvould resou.nd from one end of the v/orId to the other?
Did he knovIJ the glory that would result to his divine ~lIother? Did he
forsee that this new invocation would open to souls an inexhaustible source
of blessings and graces? This is his secret and we have not been able to
penetrate it, but this \ve do know, that the humble missionary fulfilled
faithfully his promise to honour and have honoured in a special way his
August Protectress. And in a wonderful way, the Most Holy Virgin wishes
in her turn, to give her apostle some share in her glory. Everywhere that
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart will be invoked, it will be kno~n that Mary
inspired Father Chevalier with this ineffable name and that she entrusted
to him and to his Congregation the glorious mission of making it known
throughout the entire universe.

To accomplish this laborious 9 though consoling task, a periodical
journal became indispensable. Of this Father Chevalier was fully convinced,
but. amongst his young C onfreres he could find no one \vho had, if not the
ability, at least the time necessary to devote to this nevv v/orlt. None of
us, overburdened as we already were, could add more to his daily task.

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart herself came to the aid of her devoted
apostle.

The day after Christmas of the same year, 1864, there arrived at
Issoudun a young priest from the Marseilles diocese. He had been sent
by his Bishop, Monsignor Cruice, to study at first hand the Congregation
of the ~;1issiona:r'Jies of the Sel;cred Heart. The holy Bishop had said to him,
"See if this new Congregation can be useful to us for the work of the
Priests of the Sacred Heart the..t vve wish to revive at Marseilles." This
project, unfortunately, did not succeed. Before the return of this priest,
Monsignor Cruice was suddenly struck with a serious illness and died
shortly after. Our Lady of the Sacred Heart had other designs for this
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young priest though he little suspected this.
the first editor of her Annals.

She had chosen him to be

Father Jouet stayed less than 48 hours at Issoudun, but that short
time was sufficient for Our Lady of the Sacred Heart to make of him one
of her most ardent and devoted apostles. The first fruit of his visit
vvas the publication of the Annals of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, the
first number of which appeared in January, 1866. Father Jouet remained
in charge of this vvol1 k for seventeen years.

Father Vandel, well known to the friends of the Petite Oeuvre; came
the foIlovvin.g year (1865) • In the Annals of Our Lady of tIle Sacred Heart
of December, 1907, Father Lanetin has related be-ttertha11 \jve could, the
providential circumstances which brought Father Vandel to Issoudun, so we
will borrow his account.

"Fc).ther Vandel, by his zeal and holiness, has contributed in SUCll a
larg,:; l118asure to the success ar:d developrnent of the Congregation of the
rJ.lissicna.ries of the Sacred Heart, that he may rightly be considered as its
second FOl:~{;{:8I'. When we recall the pro vidential rr.eeting of these tVJO men
of God, (Father Chevalier and Father Vandel), we also recall the origin of
the Petite Oeuvre, and the part each had in its establishment.

On the 8th December, 1854, under. the. auspices of the Imrnaculate Virgin,
each had formed the project of spreading the reign of the Heart of Jesus.
On this day, Father Chevalier had laid the foundation of his Conc:regation
of Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, and Father Vandel, while celebrating
Holy Mass, determined to establish the Oeuvre des Campagnes.

Each in his o\vn way sought the fl1eanS of estab1isllingand strengthening
his work - the first to give missionaries to the Church and the second to
come to the aid of the parishes deprived of priests. At that time they had
not the slightest idea that God would unite them for a common work. Yet
that is exactly what happened i.n ~1arcll, 1866.

They met at Amelie-les-Bains in the Pyrenees v/here they {lad come to
rest and renew their strength, each exhausted by illness and work. In
the ir intimate con'versations they liked to spealc of their pr.o jects. It
was from one of these intervie'vvs that there emerged the idea of the Apostolic
School. Father Vandel said ,'I proposed to the Council of the Oeuvre des
Campagnes a very simple means of obtaining resources in view of vocations
to the Priesthood. To my great regret it was refused.'

'What was it?' asked Father Chevalier.

'I don't like to tell you.

t No, te 11 me.'

You'll laugh at me, too.'

'\~Jell, it is this. I proposed to the General Council to ask the
associat€s of the Oeuvre des Campagnes for only one sou a year. One soul
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No one would have refused it~ And these sous added together would, at
least I hoped they would, have been able to give priests and apostles to
the Church.'

This was a ray of lif.sht for Father Chevalier. For sane time he had
been perplexed as to h01iil to find r-ecruits for his little society.

'Dear Father Vandel,' he said quickly, 'I accept your idea. You
too are going to be a Missionary of the Sacred Heart. You have already
been thinking of it for SOIne tinE. Together we will establisl1 an Apostolic
School and we will make use of your idea of the one sou a year~ for it sou~ds

quite feasible.'

Father Vandel was very happy over Father'Chevalier's acceptance.
Forth\vith they outlined a plan of the v/ark. It \vas called the Petite
Oeuvre, because of the slenderness of the means at their disposal and the
Petite oeuvre of the Sacred Heart on account of the noble end towards which
it ·~,·.(~nded. This end vv-as to form apostles vITho would make the Sacred Heart
of c}r:;SUS every\vhere knolvn and loved.

That vIas forty years ago. The v/ork was begun and has developed even
in the midst of storms. It llas borne fruits beyond all expectation and
whatever may be the sorrOvV8 and difficulties of the present, everything
points to the hope that these fruits will increase still more in the future.
And so it was due to Father Chevalier that Father Vandel saw the foundation
of the ':10rk -he had so much at heart. n

Thus, in less than three years Our Lady of the Sacred Heart had gi\~n

Father Chevalier three vvortny collaborators: Father Guyot v/ho after a
short time became the first Novice Master of the Congregation, Father Vandel,
the founder and first director of the Petite Oeuvre, and F~ther Jouet who
established and then for many years edited the Annals of Ottr Lady of the
Sacred Heart.

This vns a great consolation for Father Founder, who henceforth saw
his work strengthened, and its normal development assured. His confidence
in NIary Immaculate had not been in vaj.n. The most Holy Virgin, more than
ever was showing Herself the Protectress of the Congregation.
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CHAPTER 6

In the preceding chapter ~€ had to anticipate a little in order to
make our story clear. We shall now go back a fevv years.

Eight years had elapsed since FatherCllevalier had taken possession
of the house so providentially procured by the Immaculate Virgin.

These eight years of excessive work and great privations had thoroughly
underrn:Llled his health vlhich vvas nov~ seriously endangered by granular
laryngitis. His extrerre \rveakness made us fear for his recovery. The
doctors gave little hope. They prescribe(1 absolute rest - lTIOre difficult
for the patient than the most fatiguing work - and severe treatment at
various hot springs, which necessitated his beir~ absent for long periods.

T~his severe trial lasted more t11an tV10 years, during VJllich Father
Chevu~ier was obliged more than once to entrust the care of the Community
and of his works to less capable and less experienced hands. * This new
c"ross sufficient to dishearten even a strong soul, did not sh8.ke either
the energeti.c courage or tl'l8 confidence of the venerated Father. Though
tlle violence of the Il1Etlady \1\Jore out his body , it se rvec1 but to make his
soul stronger.

Never in these sad years die we know him to utter a word of complaint
or anxious disquietude. On the contralY, he endeavoured to calm our fears,
holding up before us the great rnotives of confidence and abandonIl1ent to
the Divine ;1\1i11. Thus at the height of his Qv-!n sufferings 9 116 vias giving
comfort and guidallce to his Con:freres • And so, far from hindering the
progress of the work, this long period of illness proved, by the mercy of
the Heart of Jesus, a source of nevv and fruitful blessings.

Pius IX had said, ttlncrease and multiply;t ~ and we now see ho\v the
desire of the holy Pontiff W8..S realised. The Community became more nurrerous
and required a larger house. Though still convalescent, Father Chevalier
devoted the year 1866 to this new enterprise.

Meanvlhile, the Association of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart was spread­
ing with a marvellous ~~idity. Mary showed ,herself more and more lavish
towards those who appealed with confidence to her ineffable power with the
Heart of Jesus. The testimonies of gratitude for graces received became
nlore numerous every day; in fact , tl1ey could be CQunted by the thousand.

Seeing these marvels, Father Chevalier was full OI gratitude towards
the incomparable Treasurer of the Heart of Jesus \vho perforrood them. He
asked himself vlhat means he could adopt to give more glory and show greater
gratitude to this Divine Mother whom no one ever invoked in vain.

* Father Piperon, in his humility, is probably referring to himself



- 28 -

He wrote in the Annals of May s 1867, "This idea. was absorbing all our
attention when several persons who had exper!el1Ced the power of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart sent several diamonds and je\vels to be tlsed to form
a. crov~n for her." It vtT8.S· Stlg~gested that we could perhaps have this
crown blessed by the Sovereign Pontiff and ob·tain from His Holiness the
signal privilege of a solemn croviTning in his name. This was arl il101;11.-­

ation for Father Chevalier, but he did not see 110W he cou~d real.ise the
project.

For a crowning he needed a statue, worthy in some d agree of this
honot::.rr: Now the li.ttle pG.i.nted plaster statue of Our Lady of' -the Sacred
Iieart ~1lrmounting the altar in the tiny sanctuary dec1icated to our Mother
1Jvould never do for a solemn crorffling.

This was a serious problem with appa~ently no solution. But Father
Chevalier was nothing daunted. For a Mother so tenderly loved a devoted
son fears no difficulty. No"v he ardently loved his Heavenly l.nother.
VJ:tth. a. firm determination he wanted. to have her loved and he ,;vould use
eve~. -means in his power to this end.

To carry Qutthis design he needed three things: first, a. statue
worthy of bearin,g a crown, seconc1, a chapel to receive the statue, 8Jld

lastly, the diadem to encircle the brow of his Mother. He wished that
all should be grand, rich, of precious rrnterial, and fashioned by sk~lful

hands for waS it not for the Queen of Heaven, for the Mother of God?

Aht if our venerated Father could have foreseen the future when he
laid. the first foundation of the Church of tl'ie Sacred Heart, he would not
have hesitated to give it wider proportions, more in keeping with the needs
of an important pilgrill18..ge. He had SOITIe presentirre rrt of this hovlever.

One day vvhen he vIas talking j.ntiIn.8.tely to us about the future of his
work, he pointed to the walls of the Church then in course of construction
an.d barely raised abov'e the level of the ground and said, HA tiJJ:I3 will come
when you will see numerous crowds flocking here from different parts of
France and elsevvhere. H

n~TiThen I see that,i1 replied one of' his hearers, "I'll declare you Et

prophett"

Noth:tl1g at that tin18 C0111d have led '18 to beli.eve that this new
chtl.rch, as yet scarcely begun, VJould becoIre a place of frequen·t pilgrimages.
But Father ChevaJ_ier repeated \vi.th firm assurance, uYou. yOllrselves will see
it vlith your OVI1'11 eyes, and you will bless the Sacred Heart for it. n

We have indeed seen these words of our Father literally verified and
live re joice and give praise to the Sacred Heart for the glory w11ich thereby
accures to tIle Immaculate Virgin, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

The' cOl1secration of the Chl1reh of the Sacred Heart took place on
2nd c.Ttlly, 1864. It was ~ttended by a great concourse of the faitllful,
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not only from the neighbourhood of Issoudun, but also f"':'om the neighbouring
dioceses. For .sixty years tIle tO~j"m. had not vvitnessed fJuch a gathering of
people nor such splendid celebrations.

Five bishops and an immense number of priests had responded 'ho ~he

invitation of the Archbishop of Bourges. The consecrating Prelate was
~Agr. q.uibert, then Archbishop of Tours, and later Cardinal Archbishop of
Paris. Mgr. de la Tour d'Auvergne had conceded this honour to him.

This sole~~ity, of which it is impossible to report the details in
this short account, was the origin of the pilgrimages. From that time the
fait:hf'...:t.l servants of Mary began to flovv towards Issoudun fr0111 all the
dioceses of Fra.nce and the neighbou.ring countries. They vlanted to coITe
a11c1 see the privileged sanctuary, the centre of the Association, am to
make their petitions at the foot of the altar dedicated to the new ri1adonna.
Before this holy image they felt they could pray more fervently and their
prayers ViTere more surely al1..8vJered. Gratitude also drevv many pilgrims to
tli:. .;}'":trine.

Iio\veor\"er j t11e Church of t11e Sacred Heart had, in appearance, nothing
to attract these great assemblies. The white walls were entirely bare,
the pillars unsculptured, the windows framed for the greater part with
b~re bricks. Our Lady's altar which at that time was situated at the
extreme end of a side nave \~as so tiny and the chapel so na.rrO~1 tllat the
pilgrims could scarcely be persuaded that this was the privileged sanctuary
\vhere they had corno to pray. Father Chevaliex', the vlitness of this unceas-
ing concourse, was assuredly consoled, but his filial love for the Immacul­
ate Virgin made him feel deeply humiliated \vhen he considered the poverty
of this cramped chapel. He felt keenly the necessity of giving to Mary.
a larger sanctuary more in accord with the ever increasing devotion of the
faithful.

What could he do to remedy t11is state of things? He had recourse to
his customary advisor; he gave a full account of everything to the prudent
Archbishop of Bourges, making known his intention of building at the back
of the main altar a larger chapel more fitted to honour Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart.

It was a difficuot problem bristling ~~th seemingly insurmountable
obstacles. Would this addition harmonise ~~th the architectural plan of
the Church? llVould it not endanger the solidity of the still-unfinished
b'uilding since, to execute the neVI plan, it VlTould be necessary to pUll
down the back of the sanctuary and reconstruct it on an entirely different
basis. To many this proposal seemed great temerity, but love for Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart solved all these problems and the pilgrims now bear
witness to -the happy solution. They are continually praising' the atmosphere
of recollection and prayer which pervades the new sanctuary of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart.

Meantime, Father' Chevalier had confided to the firm of Chartier, a
famous Parisian jewellery establishment, the task 0:£ making the tvvo crowns.
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He requested them to spare nothing so that the crowns might be as rich as
possible. ~JI. Blanchard, a talented sculptor, 'VIas directed to carve a
statue of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart according to the image VJhich h~ had
himself conceived from a large block of gleaming white CaI'rara marble.
And so the three great works in preparation for the crowning were satis­
factorily proceeding apace.

In February,1869, Father Chevalier published in the Annals of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart, the following lines,

"Dear Associates, our journey to Rome is about to talce place. The
reaSOl1S for delay have almost disappeared. The diadem vvhich vve described
to you recently is finished , and the miniature bronze statue of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart - Et real v;Jork of art .- has received its final tau.ch. *
And so we hope, in the early days of the month to have the crown blessed
by the Holy Father, and to offer him the bronze statue in the name of the
P~ssociatio:n, as a testimony of our deep veneration and gratitude. tt

It· was barely ti;vO years since Fe..ther Chevalier full of confidence in
his powerful Protectress had taken the resolution of building the new
chapel of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, and already this difficult enter­
prise was nearing its completion. It was marvellous to see with what
ease and rapidit:y this important vJork vvas being done. From the point .of
view of hu~n prudence, it might have appeared rash to hasten the work so
much, but we believe that our venerated Father, inspired by the Immaculate
Virgin, acted under her ~ecial direction. How often would he say to us
1;vith de ep gratitude, nIs i.t not she, n he used often to say to us in deep
gratitude, it\vho does everything in our little Congregation"" And we,
\vho every day vvitnessed her marvellous povv:,;r and vvho felt the s\veet and
constant ~~idance of her maternal hands, repeated with no less conviction,
t'Yes, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart vlorks these miracles and to her alone
be lo:ngs the glory. ti

However, this absorbing occupation did not mqke Father Chevalier forget
the needs of the Congregation. For y'ears he had been preparing the

.Constitutions. In the months preceding his departure for Rome, he put
the final touch to this imvortant task, on which the ~hole future of his
work depended. He wanted to place these Constitutions in the hands of
the Holy Father, and to ask him for their first approbation.

This journey had the happiest results. Pius IX received the pilgrim
very graciously. lie blessed the tvvo crovvns and praised highl~' their
richness and vJorkmanship. He granted the request that the statue of Our
Lady of the 'Sacred Heart be crowned in his name, then taking a picture of
Our Lady that Father Chevalier presented to him, he wrote beneath it these
VJords \'vhich exhale such Cl sVveet perfume of humility, "Pius IX, who desires
to love the Blessed Virgin D,~ary.n The great but truly hurnble Pontiff

* This bronze statuette was a replica of the marble one being
prepared for the n8VJ chapel. Father Chevalier had destined it
to be a gift for Pius IX.
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wished in this lrvay to llnite his trj.bute with that of the nurrerous asociates
of the Arcllconfraternity of Our Lady of trlo Sacred Heart, in order to
glorify the ineffable povver of Mary over the Heart of her Divine Son.

The holy Founder who, as we have already said, had brought the
Constitutions of his Society of Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, placed
them at the feet of the Holy Father in order that he might bless them.
They were then sent to the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Regulars to
be examined. before receiving Canonical Approbation. Some' months later
the Decree of Praise was sent to the Archbishop of Bourges. Thus the
wishes of Father Chevalier were realised.

He hurried back to Issoudun, his soul flooded with consolation, and
his heart filled vvith gratitude for all the benefits bestovved on him by
Pius IX.

~.~onsignor de la Tour d t Allvergne, Archbishop of Bourges, had been
delegated by the Holy Father to preside in his name at tl1e crovvning \vhich
had been fixed for the following 8th September. Hence, scarcely six months
remained ~n which to make preparations. Without delay, Father Chevalier
set to vvork with his accustomed e11t3 rgy, sparing himse If no fatigue, no
sacrifice for the glory of his Divine Mother.

The 8th September, 1869, was a memorable day for ISsolldun. Everything
helped to IIIlke it a brilliant success. After a week of either rain or
dull w'eather, the sun rose in all its splendour VJith not the least ClOl1d

to dim the perfect azure of the sky. It seemed that, to honour their Queen,
the Angels had driven away all that could trouble the serenity of the
heavens. The tow11 vvas hidden under garlands, greenery and flowers. In
each street and each market-place a triurnpl1al arch had been erected Vllhile
from every house ~floated banners of Our Ble ssod Lady. One rnight have
thought that Issoudun had become again as in former days, the city of Mary,
or that the old town was transformed into a vast temple where praises were
sung to the Queen of Hea.vel:l. Fifteen Arcllbishops and bish.ops vv-11o had come
at the invitation of Nfgr. de le.. Tour, nurnerousecclesiastical dignitaries
and more than 700 priests, innumerable pilgrims from all parts, and the
civil and military authorities of the tovln and department, assisted at
this manifestation of faith and love towards Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.
All souls vibrated in unison, allhearts were filled with joy. But there
was one which waS not.

It was that of our much loved Father who had prepared by such long and
severe labour for the triumph of his dear Mother. He was plunged in an
ocean of bitterness. On the morning of the Feast, vIlhen preparat ions for
the High rviass were just being completed, he sent for me to COl'n3 to his study.
I found him alone, extremely pale, his face betraying a profound sadness.
Without saying a word, he pointed ~o a seat. Greatly mystified, I said to
him, "VJhy, what is the matter, Father? Vfuat has l1appened? Are you ill?"
His only reply vv-as to hand me a letter froln Rome. It had arrived by the
morning post, addressed to the Archbishop of Bourges, and the latter had,
without delay, had it delivered to Father Chevalier. This letter called
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him to Rone as promptly as possible. He 1flaS to s.ubmit ·to 1.ihe 1IOi.Y UCC

all that had been vvri.tten and printed on the de'7otion to Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart, and her AssociEtti.on. That was, in. substance ,the content
of the letter.

~~at motive had dictated it, we have never been able to discover.
Nothirlg could have made us foresee it, nothing has since happened vvhich
could throw any light on the riddle. As far as we ourselves personally
are concerned, vve have al\vays thought that this trial on this day, at
this hour and ~vith its accompanying circumstances, came to Father Chevalier
from the ~.1aternal Hand of ~Aary. Th.is tender ~11other \vishes to increase'the
merits of her devoted servant by preserving hirrl from any thought of com­
placency in his vvork, for if this day Vlas a triumph for the Ineffable
Treasurer of the Heart of Jesus, Our Lady of tIle Sacred Heart, vvas it not
also a day of glory for the one who had prepared this triumph for her?
We are convinced that on this day a brilliant g0m waS fashioned for the
crown of our venerated Father.

How~ver that may be, the effect was as violent as it was unexpected,'
and the s'L~f~~ering VIas excessive. On learning the contents of the letter,
Father Chevalier thought that he was obliged to interrupt the celebrations
which had just begun, to dismiss his distinguished guests and send the
pilgrims home. He had seen as in Et flash, the frig11tful disorder that
would result. God permitted it thus in the designs of His Infinite Mercy.
Then, ill his distress he asl{ed the Archbishop, 1tvVhat are we to do? ~i1ust

vie stop the celebrations?" The kindly prelate had replied, "First of all,
calm yourself. You owe obedience to the Holy See. You make the resolut­
ion of submitting yourself simply to its prescriptionso The rest is our
concern. We shall follow to the letter the programme of the feast, just as
vve ha.ve arranged ,it. There is nothing to prevent us from doing t11is, since
vve have received no order to the contrary. Go 811ead with your celebrations.
But above all, control yourself and let nothing transpire today of this
incident. tt

He 'obeyed this injuction strictly. As he related the Archbishop t s
decision to us , calm returned to the soul of our beloved Father. When
we left him, after the exchange of a fe\v ~vords, he had controlled his
first violent emotione In spite of all this, the feast vlhie!l for the"
others was "filled with holy joy, became f or him a painful trial which vias
to be prolonged for some time yet. Suffering is the portion of generous
souls, the bread with which the Sacred Heart nourishes them.

After the feast, in conjunction with the Archbishop and under his
direction, Father Chevalier corresponded to the desire of the Sacred
Congregation, and tliis troublesome affair turned to the glory of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart.

Everything that had been so far printed on the devotion to Our Lady
of the, Sacred Heart, absolutely everythiug:Annals, books, pamphlets, prayers,
leaflets, even the pastoral of the Archbishop of Bourges on the occasion of
the Consecration - all was remitted to the Sacred Congregation and all was
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carefully examined. Nothing was found deserving of censure and the
denunciations which had been made were found to be groundless. Was not
this outcome of the \-IDole affair an inclirect approbation of the doctri.ne
on which the devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart is based, and an
encouragement to propagate it with new assura.nce and more ardent zenl?

It goes without saying that this result was a great :relief to Father
Founder. He 1;hanked the Heart of Jesus wit.h -tho utmost gratitude.

The tine had come for us to put into practice the Oonstitutions
recently blessed by Pius IX. Father Chevalier profited by the annual
retreat which followed soon after the Crowning, to propose -to hi.n cQ~reres

that they should pronounce the vows henceforth required by the Consti..tutlune,.
The first Religious vows date from the end of this Retreat. As we have
already sa.id, up to that time, the aspirants were free to make private vows,
byt no one of us had been able to bind himself to the Congregation by the
sacred engag3ments of the Religious Life. A new life commenced for us.

If the origin of the Congregation dates back to the 8th December, 1854,
its orgarl:Lzation, such as Father Founder had conceived"it, aild as he left
it at his death, dates from the last week of September, 1869. On the
feast of the Holy Nane of Mary, Father Guyot, as Master of Novices, inaugur­
ated at Montlucon in the Parish of St. Paul, the first Novitiate House.
Since then, all the nev'1 religious have received regular formation, accoI',d1ng'
to the Constitutions;'k

The first stage of the life of the Congregation, (its inIancy), was
terminated. It had lasted a little over 14 years from the tine that
Father Chevalier and his first confrere had taken possession of the House
of the S2.crad Heart. Henceforth the little Congrega.tion was organised in
a.ccord with the requirements of religious life. Since it was now adopted
by Holy Church, it could developnornally in spite of the innumerable
difficulties and trials vvhich the futtlre held in store. Father Founder
foresa.w them and accepted them in advance, well convinced that the Sacred
Heart would not abandon him in difficult mOIIBnts. Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart also was watChing over the vJork she loved so much.

* The parish of Saint Paul was in a factory area little favourable
to the recollection of a Novitiate. Father Guyot realised this
better than anyone else, but circumstances independent of his own
wishes imposed this choice upon him. A few years later, following
upon a change of circumstances he transferred his novices to the
little town of Saint Gerand-le-Puy into the old chateau of the same
nane. Here they remained until the expulsions of 1880.
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CHAPTER?

The rema:LnJ.ng years of our veneratea. Father's life were not only the
most fruitful in v/arks, but also the most difficult. It vvould require a
whole volume to give an account of these last 38 well-filled years of his
life.

1TCVJ9 our c1l,lty is simply to \vrite a sketch which, in spite of us, is
already far too lengthy. Besides, neither our talent nor our strength
permits us to undertalce a work of great length. We shall tl1.erefore content
ourselves with sketching in broad outline the rest of this fruitful career ­
thus to fix in our memory those facts of lvvhich we VvBre the vlitness.

After the revelations of Our Lord to st. Margaret Mary, the devotion
to t}-l'~: Sacred Heart l"errained for a long time the portion of a limited
numbe:-c of Ic-":tvileged souls. It h.ad only begun to be kno\vn in the parishes
after the B8atification of the humble Visitandine to whom Jesus had manifest­
ed His Treasures of love and Mercy. Up to that time, few churches possessed
a statue of t'he SEtcred Heart, and fewer still had altars erected in His
honour. If, during the first half of the nineteenth century, the devotion
to the Sacred IIeart had made any progress, it vvas almost solely in Religious
Congregations and amongst chosen souls. Among the great majority of the
faithful it was practically unknowno

Hovv can tve account for this? The reason is that the devotion to the
Heart of Jesus was not taught, under the false pretext that it went beyond
the grasp of the ordinary faithful. Excellent in itself, it waS admittedly
suitable for the cloisters but not by any rrBans for the simple faithful who
ought not to be overburdened with practices of perfection, not necessary
for salvation. We humbly confess we have never understood this specious
distinction, which for so long a time deceived many othenvise zealous
px'iests.

Thank God, since the second half of the last 'century, this prejudice
had lost ground and tends more alld more to disappear. But in 1854, when
our venerated Father was laying the foundation of his Congregation, the
prejudice vvas still in all its vigour. A simple instance whose authenticity
vve can guarantee will suffice to confirm what has been said.

In 1864, Father Superior had given me the task of travelling through
the different dioceses to collect alms from the faith£ul-in order to con-
tinue the construction of the Church of the Sacred Heart. About the middle'
of autumn, 011e Saturday evening, I arrived at Montlucon, v/here Mgr. de Dreux­
Breze, Bish_op of M:oulins had sent me to call on the Parish Priest of Notre-
Da~ 9 the J\.rohp:r:ieBt Antoine Guillaumet. He gave me such a Cordial
welcome that after 49 years I still preserve a most grateful reoombrance
of it. During the conver"sation \'vhicll followed the evening meal, tl1e
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zealous pastor said, "Father, would you like to address a few words to our
men during their Mass tomorrOV1?t1

Now, this Mass for men wa.s the work of predilection of this great
apostle. He had lavished on it the best part of his pastoral life ana
had put his whole heart into its success. This latter had accOrded so
vlell with his efforts that at last he WEtS able to say to these men,
uIn the beginning I used to exhort you to conquer human respect and fulfil
your religious duties, but today there is so much good example that I need
to caution you not to go to Confession and Holy Communion just because of
others, but to do so sole ly f or the glory of God."

In those times of indifference VIilen it was good form for men to
neglect to fUlfil their religious duties, it was a rare spectacle to see
the rren of :fJlontlucon filling to capacity the vast naves of the Church of
Notre-Dame. Such wa.s this ~Aass for the rren•

.1. replied, uI will preach to your parishioners with great pleasure.
I will speak to them of the Heart of Jesus."

"Oh, 11.01 Not of the Sacred Heart. Choose any other sub ject you
like, but do not speak of the Sacred Heart. Keep tha.t instruction for
the Solemn ~,~ass. tt

I was astonished at such a rejoinder from the venerated Archpriest,
so burning with zeal and so greatly esteemed by the Bishop and by his
confreres as a man of keen judgment a."t1d extraordinary theological knowledge.
I insisted on knowing the reason of his reluctance.

ttBut, Why do you not wish me to speak of the Sacred Heart to these
men who are so faithful to their duties? Shouldn't they too, know and
love the Heart of Jesus? Wasn't Our Lord speaking to all men when He
said to St. Margaret r~~ary, 'Behold this Hea.rt Which has so loved rren,?tt

"Oh, yes, Father, that is true, but you must understand that our men"
are ne ither theologians, religious nor pious souls, but just simple faith ...
ful who are exact in the fulfilment of their duty, but who go no further.
We cannot burden them with practices of piety which are works of super~

erogation. That would put them in danger of giving up everything."

The above remark that these men were neither theologians, nor 'religious,
nor pious souls clearly reveals the prejudice against the devotion. It
seems equivalent to saying, "There- is a ca.tegory of Christians who must
never be taug11t the devotion to the Sacred Heart because this devotion is
reserved for the elite. The simple faithful are incapable of grasping
the sublime language of love. To thinl{ this is an error ~vhich for too
long a time has deprived the little and humble of the blessings promised
by Our Lord to all those who llonour His Sacred Heart.

Is not the language of the heart the simplest, the most easily under­
stood? Every Christian living the life of faith, even the simplest and
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most ignorant is deeply moved on hearing of the great rrwsteries of the
Passion and Death of the Divine Saviour. And when v/e add, "Behold how
the Heart of Jesus loves you, see hOVl He l1as suffered for you", if there
still remains in ~he soul some uprightness, if the heart still preserves
some h0110urable sentiments, it will cry out, as did Saint John,the Apostle
of charity, "I must love the Heart of Jesus since It has first love d lR8. n

Is not this cry of a grateful soul a homage rendered to the Heart of
Jesus - an act of devotion to this adorable Heart? There is then, no
reasonable excuse for depriving the simple faithful, the little ones, the
humble, of the treasures of mercy that this Divine Heart \vishes to pour
olJ.ton all those \vho honour It. Has He not promised to all these, l{is
most abundant favours?

As I was reflecting in this strain, Mgr. Guillaumet was pursuing his
argumerlt in the hope of dissuading me from speaking of the Heart of Jesus.
But I vvas forced to reply, "I am deeply gTeived, Bflonsignor, at being
obl:tf~ed to disappoint you, at a tirm I am your guest and you have shOVln
me svcll l{indness. But be fore leaving my Comn1Unity, I promised that if an
occasion of preaching was offered me, I would speak only of the Heart of
Jesus. I nlust rena;in faitllful to that promise. Novv, I regret having
made that promise, since it deprives me of the pleasure of conforming with
your wishes. But your good parishioners will lose nothing by it; on the
contrary, they will gain. The eloquent words of their Pastor would be of
greater profit to thern than mine~ rJevertheless, if you absolutely insist
that I speak instead of you, I will do so, but my subject will be the
Sacred Heart."

The next morning, just as Mass was commencing, the Archpriest said to
rne, "PreaCh." I obeyed. The attention al1d "recollection of this immense
congregation of men of all classes of society, the interest they shovved
when I spoke of the Heart of Jesus proved once more that it was not
necessary to be a theologian, a religious or a chosen soul to appreciate
devotion to the Sacred Heart. Simple, little and humble souls have all
the necessary aptitudes for profiting by the graces Our Lord has promised
to all who honour His Divine Heart.

After Mass, t118 z-ealous pastor thanked me, adding, "If I llad known
hO\i'l/ you \vere going to treat this important subject 1 I vlould have made 110

difficulty at all about allowing you to speak." As he said this, I thought
hovv dangerous it is to allow oneself to be guided by prejudice, since it·s
fatal influence can bend the decisions of even the most upright minds.

Father Chevalier would never admit that there 'could be a category of
Christians VJho must be left in ignorance of t he devotion to the Heart of
Jesus. Everyone, he said, must love this Divine I-Ieart; everyone has need
of Its graces; therefore we must tea.ch it to everyone. And so in all his
works; he had no other aim but to promote this devotion by every possible
means.

Right from his entrance into the seminary, he vas deeply convinced
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that "this devotion, havi~ been revealec1 by Our Lord Himself to St. Margaret

Mary, as the remedy for the evils ofa society ·frozen by indifference and

devoured by frightful corruptiontf ,* there is in reality, no more salutary

means to work for the relief of our modern society than to devote oneself'

to ma.king this Divine Heart known to all Christians and lovod by all with­

out exception.

Besides, when he received Father Chevalier in audieree for the first

tirl1e in 1860, Pius IX had unshakeably confirmed him in his ideas. tIThe

Churc11 and society, 1t he said, "have no hope except in the Heart of Jesus;

He it is Who vI1i11 cure all our ills." These vv1ordsof the Supreme Pontiff

had stirred an imn1ense joy in the heart of our Fatl1.er; he had vvelcorred them

:from the venerable lips of the Supreme Pastor as if they vvere an oracle.

He sa-vv in them the assurance that Heaven vvas blessing 11i8 projects. So,

irnlnediately upon his return, he vvanted us to share his joy by repeating

these fiords to us vlith deep emotion. ~lioreover to stinlUlate our devotion

and zeal, he frequently recalled them taus.

~No book or discourse could please the devout St. Bernard if he did

not fin.c ·!~:::.erei11 the name of Jesus. . Likevlise our FD,ther Founder desired

that everything in our li:fe, in our ivorIes, our discourses, our churches,'

in our offices and our prayers, should recall the Divine Heart of Jesus -

that Heart flhich has so loved men. He \vanted everything to bea.r the

imprint of this blest Heart; VJithout this Sacred Heart all becarro insipid.

From t11is arose the pious custom established amongst his children, of

commencing 21.11 tl1eir prayers and exoercises and even of saluting each. other

\lVith the touching invocation: tt~vqay the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere

lovedl n just as, in certclin Catholic courltries, the faithful greet each .

other vvith the salutation, "Praised be Jesus Christ 1"

lIenee , a,lso, the name ~l[issj..onaries of the Sacred Heart given to the

l1lembers of his Congregation - a name very dear to our Father, expressing

as it does vlith such precision, the end VJhich he placed before himself in

all his works - the apostolate of devotion to the Heart Qf Jesus.

He vlished that all the Communities be called houses of the Sacred

Heart, that the image of this adorable Heart be found in all the comroon

rooms and in each cell, together with that of Our Lady of the Sacred Hea~t

and St. Joseph, model and Patron of the friends of the Sacred Heart. The

Crucifix and these three ima.ges are the only adornments \vhich he allowed

on the bare v/aIls of their cells. All the c11urches, chapels and oratories

belonging to the Congregation must have for principal patron, the Heart of

Jesus, and if it i$ possible, an· altar dedicated to Our Lady of the Sacred

Heart and another to st. Joseph - or at least their iD1e'lges. This custom

proves to us the ardent desire ~vhich consumed our Father Founder, and his

zeal that the Heart of Jesus be glorified everyvlhere.

* From the first page of the Constitutions.
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We 'see this in a still more evident manner in the basilica of Issoudun
VlThich, after his Congregation, was the work to Vllhich Father ChOVfll.ier
devoted the greatest care.

HOVJ he loved it - this graceful basilica~ Vvith livhat jealous solicit-
ude he directed all its v\Torks. Had it been in his power to do so, he
vvouldhave liked to make it the finest monument erected on earth to the
honour of the Sacred Heart. Even so it can be said vvithout exaggeration
that it is a poem to the glory of the Heart of Jesus and to the praise of
Our Lady of the sacred I-Ieart.

HIndeed, the I-Ieart of Jesl,1[3 is there, in entirety, in the prophecies
which revealed beforehand the mysteries of Its love; in the symbols which
prefigured It; in Its mortal life vJhen It beat in the breast of the Man­
God as He preached, cured and pardoned; in Its suffering life, retraced
for us in the beautiful frescoes of the Stations of the Cross; in. Its
glorious life i11. Heaven, and in th.e Saints \lV110 on earth vI/ere fa\Toured vlith
special graces or vV onderful revelations. This life of the Divine Heart
is fO'und complete in the Sacrament of the Altar. For this reason every­
thing in this basilic·a converges on the tabernacle, the door of \lvhich is
a heart of gold." *

This poem - the basilica - vvas conceived by Fat110r Chevalier's love
for the Divine I-Ieart. He directed its executio11 dovJn to the smallest
details. Consumed with zeal for the house of God, he made every possible
effort to increase its splendour. If it was a question of honouring the
Heart of Jesus, his faith and love burned with a nevv ardour and no obstacle
or difficulty could hinder him. He stopped only before the impossible.

lVe remember that in the beginning v,hen he resolved to build tIle Church
he vvanted to {~:ive it the form of a heart. He entertained this pro ject
far a long time, to the great despair of the architect who, with all his
skill, could find no means of exec·uting it. It V1aS very difficult for
Father Chevaliel~ to renounce the idea. He used to say 7 HIf vve possessed
the necessary Inoney, vve vvould seel{ out a man of genius who vvould be able'
to surmount the difficulties and solve this problem. It This vain dream -
for that is v/hat it vvas - \'V8.S a passing one. But it reveals to us the
state of Father Chevalier's soul, on fire with the longing to make devotion
to the Sacred Heart tangible even to t118 simplest souls. However, from
this dream which was, as it were bud, there blossomed out the rich
ornamentation of the basilica.

If the splendour of the house of God occupied his thoughts 9 his most
holy ambition did not stop there. Certainly it is praise\\Torthy to con-
struct rich sanctuaries, to adorn them magnificently for the glory of the
Divine Majesty, but these superb monuments have value in the eyes of our
Heavenly Father only in so far as they are the hom~3e of gratefUl hearts
consurred \vith His c1ivine love. Jesus does not corm to ask us for perish-

* From nThePilgrim' s Guide to the BEl-silica. tl
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able goods. Is He not the sovereign ~flaster of the earth and of all the
treasures which it contains? What He wants, what He asks for is our
love, our he al"lt. n])J.fy child , give rue thy he art. tt

Formed in the 8011001 of the Apostle of the Sacred Heart 7 Sal::a-t- rt~B.rgaret

Mary, our venerated Founder had ever t11is Sacred Heext in mind. If he
took for himself and gave to the members of his Congregation the glorious
title of Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, it was with the idea
and the ardent desire of devoting himself unreservedly to the work of lead-
ing souls to t11is Divine Heart. To this end 8,,11 tllat Our Lord had asked
of St. ~1argaret Mary, all that could contribute towards making the Heart
of Jesus kno\vn and loved, excited his zeal. With the Apostle st. Paul,
he could say, HThe charity of Christ urges me. tf Let us see it in action.

Our Lord had asked st. Margaret Mary to spread the image of His Sacred
Heart and had promised to bless the houses where it was honoured. Father
Chevalier, as we have seen spread millions of these images throughout the
vV o!':~ -: G

lTotl1ing delighted him so rnu~ch as did the e;reat feasts of the Church.
He wanted them celebrated with solemnity according to their rite, but when
it VJas question of the Feast of the Sacred Heart <j or of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart , or of St. Wlargaret ~4~ar~T, then he spared nottling to give them
all possible splendour~ beautiful decorations, well executed singing,
rich vestments and brill~ant illuminations gave these feasts a particular
solemnity. They were usually prepared for by a tridum of sermons and on
the day itself a celebrated pracl1.er gave the instructiol1 at the Communion
l~ass a-nd the sermon at evening devotions. All day long, from the time of
the first Mass until evening, the Blessed Sacrament \vould be exposed for the
adoration of tho faithful.

lIovv lovely vvore these solemnities ~ Tl'l8 Catholic population of Issoudun
used to prepare for them by Confession and 011 the day itself -they offered
a Communi.on of Reparation for the ingratitude and outrag:es of which the
Sacred Heart is .the object in the very Sacrament of His Love. An act of
reparatiorl, recited by the celebrant, ternlina-ted the evening devotions.

Great was the joy and cOi1So1ation of our venerated Father vl110nhe saw
the eagerness of the faithful to respond tl'luS to the desires of Our Lord.
However, his zeal was not yet satisfied. \Vas love e'ver knovvn to say nIt
is enough?tt

Our Lord said to St. ~largaret Mar'\J: HI promise you" in tl18 excess of
i\fIy mercy, that Its all-povverful love vvi11 grant to all those who communicate
on nine consecutive first Fridays, the grace of final repentance. They
\Trill not die il'l Wly displeasure, nor vlithout receiving tlle Sacraments, and
My Heart vvill be tl1eir assured refuge in that last hour. tI

For a long time this merciful promise '.tvas unknown to the faithful in
general. Tllrough sorre irraginary fear it vvas not revealed to them. Father
Chevalier jUdged Wisely that since Jesus had undertaken this engagement, He
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must wish it to be known to all. He, therefore, spread the knowledge of
tl1is divine promise, and invited all S Quls devoted to the Heart of Jesus
to mike the First Friday Communions according to the intentions of Our
Lord. His appeal V\!as heard. Each month, in the basilica, the number of
Corrununions increased. On that day there vl7as Exposition of the Blessed
Sacralnen.t, and the feast terminated \iVith Benediction and an act of Reparat-
ion. To the monthly Communion .'was soon added that of the Friday of each
week, then the daily Communion of Reparation made by groups of seven persons
who succeeded each other at the Holy Table according to a pre-arranged
order, or by one person admitted to daily Communion.

To complete these pious practices, Father Chevalier had established
the very praiseworthy custom of celebrating by public exercises the r~onth

of the Sacred Heart. T11us in the basilica there was unceasing homage
offered to the divine Love. of Jesus for men, together vvith acts of reparat­
ion against His infinite mercy.

Such was the work to which our venerated Father devoted his entire
lifL~ '-) and for vvhich he formed the Congregation of the rJ.fissionaries of the
Sacred Heart. Hovvever great, however important it seems to us, it still.
did not suffice for his love of the Heart of Jesus and the ardour of his
zeal.

CI-IAPTER 8

The Heart of Jesus, King and Centre of all hearts occupied unceasingly
the thoughts of Father Chevalier • Neither excessive itvork, sufferings,
persecutions, nor the most painful trials could turn his thoughts aside
therefrom. He would have feared to merit an anathama if he, a ~~issionary

of that Heart which had given him so many graces and had captivated him
by Its powerful attractions, had proposed to himself any other end in his
works. Like the Royal Prophet, he ardently desired· that all creatures,
the angels and Saints in Heaven, n:en on earth, in a word all things should
contribute their homa.ge to the Divine Heart.

Already he had taught us to glorify this Heart, through Mary His
Immaculate Mother, and in union "ttith Her, when he made known to us the
new title, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, under VJhich he desired that Our
Blessed Lady·should henceforth be invoked in the basilica. He used then
to say to us,

"VJe will recognise, by this special title, which resumes in some
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sort all other titles, the ineffable power which this svveetSaviour has
given Her over His adorable Heart. '~e will beg this powerful Virgin to
lead us Herself to the Heart of Jesus; to reveal to us the mysteries of
mercy and love which It contains; to open to us the treasures of grace of
which It is the source and to distribute them Herself, by Her maternal
hands on all those vVho invoke lIer or who recommend themselves to Her
intercession. Moreover, we will unite with our Mother to glorify the
Heart of Jesus and to repair viith Her the outrages of which this Divine
Heart is the object on- the part of sinners. n

These words, pronounced more than fifty years ago, reveal to us the
intim'3.te thoughts of our Father. Would it be possible to express in
clearer terms his ardent desire to see devotion ta Mary occupy a preponder­
ant place in the cult of love given to the Heart of Jesus? He desired too
learn from his heavenly Mother the divine perfections of the Sacred Heart.
Who, more than She, has S ounde d Its infinite depths? On tILe other hand,
knovJi.ng hOVJ povverle ss is the inte llige ree and the hef?~rt of man to glorify
the Divine Heart, he sought in this povverful Virgin the remedy of his
inSllfficiency. III other vvords, to go to the Heart of Jesus through Nf..ary:
such ,/Vas the idea 8..nd the constant practice of our -oonerated Father. We
have no doubt that it was under the inspiration of his August Mistress
that he Vias able to express his thought in tb.8 glorious and blest title ­
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

Yes, it is a title truly gloriol1s for ourrAother, and lJlessed by her;
a namevv-hic11 the angels of I-Ieaven have re joiced to carry to 8,,11parts of
the universe; vvhich so rnany voices are happy to repeat each day \vith all .
the love and confidence of grateful hearts, because f\lJary unceasingly over­
\ivhelms \vith favours those Who invoke her under this loved titlet

One of Father Chevalier' sdeepest joys, his greatest conS alation,
vvas the thOtlght -tha.t devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart had largely
contributed towards causing to penetrate more profoundly and more sweetly
into t118 kno\1Vledge and love of the Divine Heart.

But Joseph, the humble vlorl{m8.n of Nazareth, vvhom God had united by
such intimate ties with Jesus and Mary, was he not destined also to have
a special role in the homage rendered to the Heart of Jesus. After the
great Mother of God, is he not the saint -the best known and most loved.
And is t-here anyone, more than he, consurned with the desire of seeing the
Iieart of Jesus glorified everywhere? Besides, does not Jesus cherish
sentiments of particular tenderness for the faithful guardian of His
childhood? Did He not always act towards him as a grateful Son towards
a tenderly loved father? Ah~ If Joseph waS all on fire with love for
Jesus, did not Jesus love him more than all others e}~ept 1~ry?

Father Chevalier, then, wanted to establish an Archconfraternity- under
the title of st. Joseph, Friend of the Sacred Heart, but Holy Church,
having remarked that this title did not sufficiently express the prerogat..:..
ives of the holy patriarch, he substituted for it the more explicit title,
Saint Joseph, Nlodel and Patron of the friends of the Sacred Heart.•
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Father Chevalier \ivrote later: "To declare that st. Joseph is the
exemplar of all those vJholove the Sacred Heart is to say that he has
reached a degree of love for the Heart-of Jesus which it is 1n~o~~~b~

for us to surpass or even to attain to. All that we can do is t 0 beg
his help and protection, and try to imitate him. This is why the Church
proclaims him not only model but also patron of all those who love the
Sacred Heart and v\Tish to advance tn this love. We shall then love to
have often on our lips this invocation, fist. -Joseph, ~~1odel and Patron of
the friends of the Sacred Heart, pray for us. ty

The Archconfraternity of Saint Joseph, Model and Patron of the
Friends of the Sacred Heart is the second Archconfraternityfounded by·
Fat118r Chevalier, and directed by the MissioTh<;tries of the Sacred Heart.
The Archconfraternity of the Perpetual Worship of Honour and Reparation
to the Sacred Heart is the third, and it completes in a wonderful way the
series of works proposed toallthe faithful in honour of the Sacred Heart.
Everyone, in fact, provic1ed they have goodwill, can render to the Heart
o~-r: t:.:sus, this perpetual vvorship -of honour and lJ'leparation "V11088 essential
prat.,.- -~.ces are a burden to no-one. Properly understood, they in no VJa"jT

restriet tIle accomplishment of ordinary duties; rather they furnish us a
povverful help to remain faithful to them and to reap more abundant merits
from them.

The Perpetual Worship of Honour and Reparation to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus was inaugurated in the basilica of the Sacred Heart at Issoudun
on the 15th I\flarch, 1874. In the An11als of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
of that year (June edition) we read:

"This is one more florror in tIle garden of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
a new practice in Her Association ~ ••••• ~

Proposed to the devout souls of Issoudun, on the 25th ~Brch of this
year, the Perpetual vVorship immediately became established and developed
rapidly, carrying treasures of grace with it ••••••••

mTe seem to hear Our Lady speaking to us \\Tith r[lore joy even than to
St. Margaret r~ry: tAh~ What pleasure it gives Me to see you specially
honouring this Divine Heartt fu

. The origin of this practice, so fruitful in grace 9 is very humble
and s irnple •

A priest of great piety, and vdth a modesty and reserve perhaps greater
still, had been admitted a fevv months earlier into the Society of the
~,qissionaries of -tIle Sacred Heart. Consumed vvith the most ardent desire
to consecrate himsalf unreservedly to the service of the Divine Heart, he
sought for some means by which he could please It more and honour It more
pel-afectly.

The humble religious * 9 the good Pere ~JIiniot as Vile f.amiliarly called
him, thought that Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus ought to

* See footnote on next page.
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render to this Divine Heart a special and uninterrupted worship. He
v'lantec1 SOrrB members of each community to be officially deplxtQd each day to
offer to the Sacred Heart, in the nDJIB of tI'1e Congregation, a h01rA4.~e of
adoration, gratitude and love and to make an act of reparation for u~

outrages and ingratitude of vvhich this Sacred Heart is the ob ject on the
part of sinners.

Sucrl was the germ of the Perpetual 1ivorship.

Father Chevalier, to -w'hom he c omlTIunicated his idea, thought it excell..
ent and congratulated him. He promised to bring it to maturity by
reflection and~prayer, and to use every means in his povver to have it put
into execution. The little seed had been sown in \vell-prepared soil;
it tool\: root and developed rapidly.

Always attentive to anything that concerned tIle glory of the Heart
of Jesus and the interests of souls, Father Chevalier said to hirnself,
!VIf this pious practice responds to the desires of Our Lord 8..8 manifested
to St. ~tlargaret ~\~ary; if it gives solid hope for the spiritual advancement
of O~1r M:tssionaries, why restrict it solely to the meraber·s of the Congreg­
ation? Would this not be to refuse the Heart of Jesus much fervent·
homage for which He asks, and to deprive many souls of a po~verful neans
of sanctification? After all, devotion to the Heart o~ Jesus is not
the privilege of 011e class of Christians 9 it is offered to all •. "

c,..-.. ··." ..__~._=-~-...__--=-...._"~-~_-=-:''''''~:''-._'-''''<W'::ol'"t".- •.~,._~~~~~~ ..~.-.:~--~.. -"r. •• .~. • '''-:=-.'-=-"~~'...~_~.__~

Pere Francis Miniot was truly good and humble a religious.
Completely devoted to his rule and his .spiritual exercises, he practised
to the letter the counsel of the author of the Imitation of Crlrist,
HLove to be unknO\Vl1 al1d esteerned as naug11t. tt His life VIas l)eaceful.
and pure, spent either before the tabernacle in long colloquies vvith
the Heart of Jesus, or in the confessional where he welcorred sinners
vtTith great tenderness. Vvhenever 11is services vvere needed he 'VIas sure
to be found in the Church. If the dear Father were still living, I
should not have dared to divulge his secret, which probably I alone
knowQ It vV'ould have pained hinl too rnuch&

Pere 11iniot vvas born at Charost, chief to\vn of the Canton of Cher.
lIe made l1is sttldies at th.8 Seminary of Bourges. Ordained priest , he
entered the parochial ministry. He vvaS Pari..CJ11 Priest of rJIer (Indre),
\ivhere he left be11ind edifying melnories vvhen, in 1871 he entered the
Novitiate of rl1ontlu_con. After his profession he became a professor
at the Apostolic School, then Socius in the Novitiate. From this post
he was called to the Scholasticate, at Rome, and then to Paris, whence
after the 8ATulsions of 1901, he v~nt to Barcelona.

He died full of merits in 1903, at the age of 72, and after 31
years of r eligiou8 life.
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From that t iITB the Perpetual Worship of I-Ionour, Reparation and
Prayer to the Sacred Heart vvas decided upon. It was presented for the
approbation of rJIgr. de' la tI'our d' Auvergne, Archbishop of Bourges, vv110
hastened to approve it. On the 25th March, as was said above, Father
Chevalier proposed it to the ceVQut SQuls of Issoudun vlho welcomed it 1ivith
joy; then in the month of June following, it was carried by means of the
Annals to the countless associates of the Archconfraternity of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart. Under the patronage of the ineffable Treasurer of
the Heart of Jesus, the Association of the Perpetual Worship produced
abundant fruit of gr8"ce and v:'rtue, both in the cloister and in the
families who adopted it.

Seventeen years later on the 15th April, 1891, His Eminence, Cardinal
Parrochi, Vicar of His Holiness, Leo XIII, canonically established it in
the Cl:lurch of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart in Rome, and on the 26th June
of t118 sane year, tIle Sovereign Pontiff erected it into an Archconfraternity
and enriched it with numerous indulgences.

All that relates to the Perpetual Worship can be found clearly
explained in the manual, vvhich most of our readers possess, so it is not
necessary to speak of it further.

We think it useful, however, to recall a few reflections which we
rea,d at the beginning of one of the last editions of this very small book
vl11ich contains so many good things. It is dated 1903.

tilt is vvith deep joy and gratitude that ~!e publish tllis nevv edition
of the ~~nual of the Archconfraternity of the Perpetual ~~rship of the
Sacred Heart.

ri1tlst \ve not re J01ce at the rapidity vilith which the precedirl{; editions
have been exhausted? Is it not a proof that devotion to the Sacred
Heart is becorning increasil1g1y attractive to souls; a presage of the
salvation which this Divine Haart has come to bring to t he earth?

We re joice that all these perpetual acts of love and repa.ration have
thus been offered to this adorable Heart in compensation for so wany
outrages \vhich are perpetually offered Him by sinners. n

By the three Archconfraternities vvhich he founded, Father Chevalier
helped greatly to spread throughout the vlorlc1 the kno\iVledge and love of
the most Merciful Heart of Jesus. If each work has its particular object
which distinguished it from the otner two, all three tend towards the same
end which is the Heart of Our Lord.

The Archconfraternity of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart reveals to tlS

the treasures of mercy and love enclosed in this "infinitely merciful Heart,
and teaches us the sure means of sharing in them. This n1eans is l\~ary,

the ineffable Treasurer of this Sacred Heart, Mary, our ~~other, vvho can
obtain all for us.
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Saint Joseph is presented to tl3 as our exemplar, a finished model
in the accomplishment of our duties towards the Sacred Heart and as
regards the homage we owe Him. Moreover, he is a very powerful protector,
our Patron, in the exercise of our devotion to the Heart of Jesus, Who
lavished upon him unceasing testimonies of His affection and for Whom he
himself was C onsulmd vlith flarrBs of the most ardent love.

By the practice of the Perpetual Worship vve week to penetrate :further
into the intimate depths of the Heart of Jesus. By the daily homage of
our whole being and our acts of virtue, we endeavour to offer Hirn vvith
more fervour our adoration, love a net gratitude; to implore His grace with
greater confidence in His goodness; to repair more generously the ingratit­
ude and outrages of which He is the object; to compassionate Him in His
numberless sufferings and to dravv closer the bonds of love livhich unite us
to Him. In one word, the Perpetual Worship helps us to a more perfect
practice of devotion to the Heart of Jesus.

Who wtll ever conceive on this earth the incalculable number of
holy works, of acts of virtue produced by our three Archconfraternities?
VtTho vvill ever l{nOVl the multitude of souls vvhom they have helped on the
vV8..y of salvation?

Let us bless the Iromory. of our venerated-- Founder VJho has bequeathed
to us this precious heritage. The good that they have produced and will
continue to produce was desired and willed by this beloved Fa-ther vIThen he
founded them.' They will be for him an endless source of eternal glory
and happiness.

CHAPTER 9

Amongst the works which Father Chevalier desired most ardently, could
be placed that of souls. devoted to the \vorship of the Sacred Heart'.

tt}\s for the devout faithful of either sex ~vho are devoted to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus our Society will seek them out with special care;
it \1irill unite them under the title of this sare Heart by rules suited to
inflame their Oevotion, but alvvays sUbject to the authority of the
Bishops." (No. 19 of the Constitutions.)

To anyone who reflects on them, these lines reveal clearly the
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dispositions of our venerated Father. Quite convinced with 'St. Margaret
Mary "tllat there is no shorter way of arriving at perfection, and no
surer zr.eans of salvatj~on than that of consecrating oneself to this Divine
Heart to render Him all the homage of love, honour and praise of which we
are capable tf

, he \~ished to neglect nothing to procure for soulf~ o:f good
will this inestimable advantage.

In' order to facilitate for his religious tIle 'grouping of these souls
of good-vvill under the banner 0 f the Sacred Heart, he wrote the rules of
a special Association which was to have for end, Uto form, encourage and
unite true adorers of the Heart of Jesus, adorers in spirit and truth, who
would render to Him an enlightened worship of love, gratitude 9 reparation
and imitation such as He asked of St. Margaret u~ry, and by this means to
draw do\vn upon souls the infinite trea.sures of grace and sanctification
vvhich He promised in return for homage rendered to Him."

This vvork, approved by the Archbishop of' Bourges, vias eagerly v/elcomed
by the faithful. In a short time it counted adherents almost everyw'here.
TOVJ8;rcls the end of 1877, vvhen Father Chevalier begged Pius IX to grant
indulgences in favour of t11is nevv Association, he could \~ite: "Dv..ring
several years, with the permission and approval of the Archbishop of Bourges,
we have ma,de trial of this \vork, and it counts almost 300 members ?i.stribut­
ed throughout the various provinces of France, and also in Italy, Belgium,
England, Austria and Cal1,ada. Every day there are new members."

The request, warmly recommended by the Archbishop, was presented to
the Holy Father vVho, by a brief dated 29th January, 1818, granted the
indulgences and other favours asked for. They were the last favours granted
to the Congregation of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart by Pius IX who,
right from the beginning had so benevolently welcomed them and, if we may
say so, had enveloped them with his high and powerful protection. Ten
days after, on 7th February, Pius IX, full of years and rrerits, left this
earth tvhere he had vvorked and suffered so· much for HoJ y Church, to receive
in Heaven the revvard of his great virtues.

The last blessing of Pius IX favoured in a wonderful manner the
extension of the Society of Souls Devoted to the Worship of the Sacred
Iieart, vlho today number nearly 2;000 members isolated, or united in flourish-­
ing and numerous confraternities.

It vIas a great consolation for our Founder to leave behind him on
earth a legion of elite souls, all devoted to the Heart of Jesus, consumed
\vith desire to glorify Him by a holy life and to repair by their multiplied
acts of homage the outrages of which He is the object.

The venerated Father had a keen affection for the Society of these
SQuls. Let us ask him to bless and multiply its members and to obtain for
all an ever increasing fervour.

The sublime prerogatives of trle Immaculate ~1ot11er of G-od cans idered



- 47-

above all in Her relations with the Heart of Her Divine Son had given rise
in the soul of Father Chevalier to such profound sentirrants of venera.tion
and to such a high esteem for the perfections with which he na\'l Her adorned
that he unceasingly sought new means of glorifying Her. He WOlJ.1d h·a'tJ'9

liked, had it been possible, to See the altars that our poverty erects \0
Her - thrones, alas, all -soo unvJorthy of the Queen of Heave n - sur~rounded

night and day by a guard of honour, rendering uninterrupted homage to Her
supereminent greatness, as the angels of God so in Heaven.

Certainly a splendid dream; the spontaneous fruit of his love' for his
(livine Mother, but a dream unable to be realised by human vleakness. So
our Father vvas olDlil~ed to moc1erate his desires to the measure of the possible.
Let us hear I-rim express hiB sentirrents on this subject. In his book on
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, under an impersonal, but nevertheless trans­
pare nt form, 'lve read :

"Right from the first days when rv~ary Vi/aS given the title of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart, one could not help thinking that this divine Mother
wou'ld soon form for l1erself a court of honour comprised of souls \vho, after
Her example, and under Her protection, \vould consecrate themselves entirely
to her seTvice of the Heart of Our Lord. This happy presentiITBnt has
been realised, VJith the approbation of the Archbishop of Bourges and the
blessing of the Holy Fat11er."

This court of honour which, according t'o the sainly Founder's presenti­
ment the Virgin of virgins would form for Herself, waS none other~than

t11e Congregation of the Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred I-Ieart. In 1895,
at the moment vvl1en Father Chevalier was publishing the volurre froDl lIvhich
we have taken the preceding lines, this Congregation had already sent
intrepid and generous missionaries to the far distant lands evangelised by
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart.

As the Annals of September, 1874 indicate, this Co~~regation was born
under the very shadow of the Basilica of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart on
the 30th August of the same year. Hovvever, this first attempt did not
succeed as Father Founder wished. Seeds carefully selected and planted
in fruitful soil by a skilful gardener do not alvvays produce the fruits
hoped for. It vvas only 8 years later, when Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
gave to the little Community she v/ha vvas destined to be its !dother and as
it were its Foundress that the Congregation began to devolop.

For 26 years until her death on the 21st February, 1908, Mother Marie
Louise Hartzer, in spite of numerous difficultiBs, had the consolation of
seeing her da~~hters multiply and spread afar: to the Missions of New Guinea
and the Gilbert Islands where they occupy numerous stations; to Sydney,
Australia, vvhere they have established a novitiate and direct schools; to
Tasrnania, l;vhere the Bishop has ca.lled them to instruct and catecl.lise the
children of his diocese. If persection has forced them to le aye the
house which had been their cradle; if, liKe so ~qny other Congregations,
they h8..ve been obliged to close their l'lo·:~ltiate in Fran.ce for a time and
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seek more hospitable lands to continue their works, these trials have not
retarded their progress. Belgium has given them a ready vJelcome; already
they have founded many houses there.

The Superior, with her Assistants, has fixed her residence at Thurin,
a little town in the diocese of Tournai. There also, beside the Mother
House, they have re-opened the Novitiate which gives consoling hopes for
tlle future.

In the thought of the venerated Founder, this Court of Honour which
he wished to form fOl"' Our Lady of the Sacred Heart vvas, after Her example
and under Her protection, to be entirely consecrated to the service of
the Heart of Jesus. A neVl proof that, in all his vJorks, Father Chevalier
Bought only the reign of the Sacred Heart in souls.

Ohl how wonderful and "glorious, is the vocation of a Daughter of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart ~ V~hen she is called by the Queen of Heaven
to take her place amongst the virgins vlho form Her court she is destined
desp:to her unworthiness, to fulfil on earth the office of the Angels who
in Heaven rrurround the CQu.rt of their Queen. 1AThat an incomparable
honourl This divine l\~other, vvishes moreover, to consecrate Her privileged
daughter to the most intimate service of 'the Heart of Her \vell-beloved
Son. Placec1 thus at the very source of all graces by Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart, the ineffable Treasurer of this Sacred Heart Vihich She can
open vvhen She pleases, \tvhat an abundant share of grace will be given to
the Daughter of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart who is generous in tt-le service
0':' her good fv.Iother, and faithful to her vQcationt .

All these w'orks, whose formation Vie have "briefly described, are like
golden sheaves in a splendid harvest gathered by our venerated Father to .
the glory of the Sacred Heart and the establishment of His reign in souls.
This good and faithful servant did not bury the talents entrusted to him,
but by incessant labour and daily sacrifices he multiplied their value.
Let us say with assurance, in the v/crds of the Psalmist, that "if he has
sovvn in tears, full of joy he can now place at the feet of the Sovereign
Judge a luxuriant harvest."

The books that he has written have also made a rich contribution to
this harvest of merits. Like the labours of his ministry and the works
that he founded, these writings all tend to the glory of the Heart of Jesus
and the extension of His reign in souls.

In the first days of his ministry, vlThen he evangelised the country
districts, he felt the need of a collection of hymns in honour of the
Heart of Jesus, hymns such as would be within the grasp of' the simple
souls to whom he preached. Not finding anything that suited him he"
resolved to corepoae a collection himself and have it printed for his o"vn
use and that of his confreres. It \vas a very modest booklet of from 24
to 30 pages, containing polular hymns which the choirs of smll parishes
could easily learn and sing with spirit. This VIJ8,S the humb·le origin of
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the "Collection of Hymns of the Sacred Heart", which Father Chevalier
published a few years later and which had -its days of glory, since the
first edition was followed by many others. We agree that these hymns
were not literary masterpieces capable of attracting the attention of
poets and satisfying the fustidious. The humble author s ought a nobler
end. His sole desire was to give to simple souls and to children the
means of relishing more fully devotion to the Sacred Heart. Thus he
wrought a good work according to the Christian sense of the word, which
is better, brings a purer joy and produces more lasting frui~s than dOQs
literary glory. Hymns to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart and Hymns to st.
Joseph, Model and Patron of the friends of the Sacred Heart, composed,
like the first, as the need and circumstances arose, were published
successively in separate volumes, and they, too, were welcomed by the
public for whom they were intended. This is proved by the number of
editions printed.

The most important \n:ritings of Father Chevalier are, certainly, his
-tV\!C) volumes: "The Sacred Heart of Jesus" and "Our Lady of the Sacred
Heai:"'lJ I according to Holy Scripture, the Fathers and Theology. n

Were these t\VO volumes written according to a preconceived plan?
Did the author scientifically arrange the materials long before commencing?
Did he even intend to ~lrite them as he did? To these questions \re simply
ans\ver, "No, not at all. tt ~F;Te say this with assurance because, from the
beginning, \ve follovved all tl1e phases of this double monument VJhich he
erected, one to the glory of the Sacred Heart and the other to the Treasurer
of this adorable Heart.

When, in 1862, Father Chevalier wrote the first modest brochure on
Our Lady of the Sacred Hea.rt, he had no other intentions than that of ex­
pressing.clearly the meaning of that ne-vv title given to the l\Jiother of God.
However, these fevV' pages were the fruitful seeds vlThich produced two volumes.
Durtng six years this work vIas reprinted nlany tines.

In 1868, a feVl improvements were made. Numerous quotations from the
Holy Fathers confirmed the explanations on the new name given to Mary.
With this nevv edition, the pamphlet became larger and more attractive. At
the beginning were placed tv-vo pages of preliminary reflections on the
devotion to the Heart of Jesus, suggesting that this latter devotion calls
for devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

A fevJ years later under the title, "Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Better
KnovJn", the ~vork becarre a volume of many hundred pages, which went through
several editions with nevv deve loprrents. In this volume, richly documented,
the Heart of Jesus, in relation to the devotion to the Imrmculate Virgin,
occupies a considerable place. Then in 1883, there was printed at Rome,
under the regard and "nth the permission of the Master of -the Sacred Palace t

a large volume under the title, "The S·acred Heart of Jesus in Its Relations
\~1th rv1ary, Studied from the roint of View of Theol,ogy and ~l1odern Science H

,

or "Our Lady of the Sacred Heart."
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This volume, dedicated to His Holiness, Leo· XIII , received from him
a very complimentary brief, dated 22n.d September, 1884. Tllis \va,s a
consolation for Father Chev~lier, who was then at grips with countless
difficulties aroused by the persecution.

Finally, on the instance of S OIl'B of his C onfreres, he decided to
publish this irnportant work in two separate volumes. This demanded a
complete re-arrangement of a work that had already cost him tvventy years
of labour. The several editions of each of these volumes prove their
value in the eyes of the public.

In 1895, the fourtl1 edition of "Our Lady of the Sacred HeartH was
publ:'shed f:lnd "five years after, the fourth also of' "The Sacred Heart. n

And we must note that before each new editions the tireless author revised
the entire book and made several more or less extensive alterations.•

These works, in addition to those necessitated by the governrrent of
the Congregation and the ministry of a vast parish, did not sUIfice for
hio 8ctivity. In 1892, already almost seventy years of age, he published
"The School of the Sacred Heart" or "Lessons of Perfection", and -the follo\v­
ing year the tvvo volumes of tiMeditations for Each Day of the Yea,r According
to the Spirit of the Sacred Heart."

In 1899 appeal'"led "The Religious History of Issoudun", a large volume
of 450 pages, -and during his last long painful illness he prepared a new
edition of it.

In 1904 he finished his work on uThe Apocalypse and r\~odern Tirres" ,
which ran into three editions soon after. And in the course of this same
year, the nEight Days' Retreat According to the Doctrine and Method of st.
Ignatius".

We must add also articles published from time to time in the Annals
of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, and 8.. fGrily considerable nurnber of writ­
ings published for different occasions, as alsO. many others found amongst
his papers. Then \file must note that Father Chevalier never had a secretary
to help him either with his personal correspondence, which waS considerable,
or l\d.th his other vvritings.

We can judge by this the s urn of labours vV'hich he suppo rte d during his
long career. Though the weight of years and of cruel infirmities ruined
his bodily strength, his intellect lost nothing of its vigor or its early
activity. His last vJorks prove this. They are the fruits of his extreme
old age. As he prepared with touching humility and unshakeable confidence'
in the Divine Mercy, to render an account to the Sovereign Judge, he pract­
ised to the letter the counsel of the "Imitation": "Never be idle, but be
occupied either in reading, vJriting, praying, meditating or doing s arne
useful vvorl{ for the common good."

Such was the venerated Father right toVthe last moment for the glory
of the IIeart of Jesus and the good of souls.
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CHAPTER 10

To complete V'iThat \ve have said of Father Chevalier's love for the
Sacred Heart and his constant zeal to spread this devotion eve~iwhere, we
recount here an audience vvhich he received vvith Pius IX in 1847.· VIe take
this recital, in an abridged form, from the Annals of July, 1847.

- At the beginning of May he was in Rome with two of his confreres,
Father Vandel and Father Jouet.

On the 5th ~jlay, tlle feast of Pius 1X 9 they took part i11 an audience
grarlted to the delegates of the pilgrimages v/ha 11ad come VJitll good vvishes
for the Holy Father on this ocasion. Father Chevalier was co~missioned

to represent the Archbishop of Bourges and his diocese; his two confreres came
in the name of the universal Archconfraternity of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart.

Eut, as Father Founder had come also to beg various favours, and
especially theapprobration of his Congregation, he had asked for a private
audience. The Holy Father v/as indisposed, so a month passed by before he
could obtain it. This was a month of'continuous prayer addressed to Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart. The longed-fDr day arrived at last, the audience
having been g ranted for the 3rd June.

At the hour indicated, they-were introduced.
"The Holy Father \vas seated at his desk," sagr the n8..rrator, "his face

smiling. ft

"Conle in, come in, my children? tt he satd, seeing that vt/e dared not
advance for fear of interrupting his 'iivork. "The poor Pope b:as alvvays
something to do but it is finished nOVi!. H

V\!e fell on our k11eeSe Tfr~1ost Holy Father," said Father Chevalier, "it
is -your children, your Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, and with profound
homage, \ve offer you this Statue of Our Lady of the Sacred IIeart, and that
\ivhich it encloses. tf And he presented a beautiful statue of silvel"?ed bronze,
attached to which was an offering for Peter's Pence, a generous gift of the
Associates of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

The Pope had the statue placed on his deskand warmly thanked Father
Chevalier and. all tllose who had contributed to this offering.

Father Chevalier continued, nr-Host Holy Fathe:r, in 1860,you deigned to
bless our little Congregation.- You said you would be happy'to give it the
canonical approbation yourself. Five years ago, your words received a first
accomplishment. You gave- the first approbation.

Now we come to ask you for the definitive approbation of our little
Society. JJ3aded by the Archbishop of Bourges, Vile have letters from 62
Bishops, VJho also asle this favour. Tt
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"Have you all these letters?tf asked the Pope.

"Yes, D:aost Holy Father. "VVe gave them to the Secretary of the
CongregatioJ:l of Bishops and Regulars. tf

"To r;1onsignor Vittelleschi? Very \vell, I will see them tomorrovv. I
vIill speak to 11im and hasten the matter. 1t

Pius IX kept his vlord so well that before the end of the month, by a
delicate attention, he signed the definitive decree of approbation on the
Feast of the Sacred Heart.

However 9 the Sovereign Pontiff noticed the picture which one of the
Missionaries was carrying and asked for an explanation. Father Chevalier
replied, YfIvlost Holy Father, tvvo years ago we had the h8..ppiness of kneeling'
at your feet and presenting a request Vilhich Your Holiness deigned to gra:nt."

"And v/hat \ms this request?"

ttr~ost Holy Fatl'ler, it is vvritten on this picture, \vith the vJords \vhich
You deign.ed to add. Vve beg Your Holiness to ratify this act by placing
Your signature on the picture. n

"Read \iVhat is itvritten on the picture," said the Pope.

Father Chevalier toolc the picture and read the follov17ing:
"Most Holy Fat11er, Jules Chevalier, priest of the Diocese of Bourges,

and Superior of the Congregation of the ~.aissionaries of the Sacred Heart,
humbly prostrate at Your Holiness' Feet, begs the following favour:

That Your Holiness, Who has deigned to bless, encourage and approve
our little religious Society, born at Issoudun, on the ve~J day of the pro­
clamation of the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception, 1854, would deign to
accept the complete donation which this humble Congregation makes to You of
all its members and all its works as Your ovm property; regarding You as its
Founder and personal superior. And in virtue of t11is· title v/hich imposes on
us the happy obligation of being always more devoted to your cause, which
is the very cause of Jesus Christ, vve beg the right of sharing in all your
merits and prayers, bot11 for ourselves and those who \vill come after us in
this Congregation.

Deign, ~,1ost Holy Father, to ratify by Your signature this desire of
Your children."

"That is very good, ft exclaimed the Pope, vvho, during the reading had
made signs of' assent to all that was said, nYes 9 yes, I vvill do v\hat you
desire. n

And the holy' old Ine9.n v/rote under this petition, ft~1ay God bless, direct
and enlighten you. Pius ll. Tt

After having placed his signature on the picture, the Pope spoke to
his visitors with touching familiarity and simplicitY9 just like a Father
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with his children. The three ~.~issionaries listened to the venerable Pontiff
speaking to them of the Heart of Jesus vvith so much unction that they could
not restrain their emotion. Suddenly, vV'ithout any suggestion from 11is
listeners, Pius IX said, "You asked me before to consecrate the Church to tne
Sacred-Heal't of Jesus, and I did not then think that the time vvas opport1).ne-:
but to-day if good Catholics ask it, I will do it willingly. We must
respond to the devotion of the faithful. The Sacred Heart must exercise Hip
sovereign royalty over the world.'-' (1) -

After citing the vvords of the Holy Fat11er, the bhronicler added;
Tllese vvords of the Vica.r of dhrist fell on our hearts like oil on f'lames:

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, having fqr motto at every instant, 'May
the Sacred Heart of Hesus be everywhere loved,' what greater joy could the
Holy Father give us then to speak in this Inannert"

At the end of this aUdience, Father Chevalier and his confreres l1ad
the consolation of renewing their vows at the feet of the Sovereign Pontiff.
When they Came out they discussed what they should do to respond to the
Pope t s desire. The deliberations\vere short and all three were consumed
with the same flame of love for the Sacred Heart, animated by the same zeal
for His glox'y. They conclllded ~vithout any hesitation that as Pius lX had
with such goodness declared himself the immediate and personal Superior of
the Congregation, his desire so clearly expressed imposed a duty upon them.
And on the <?ther hand ,never perhaps vvould tb.ey find a more favourable
occasion of "vorlring for tb.8 glory of the Heart of Jesus than by devoting': -,
themselves with ardourVto obtain that the Church and the world be consec­
rated to It by Pius-IX. The resolved, then, to neglect nothing, to attempt
even the impossible, to achieve this result.

~Heantime, a petition vvas dravl1n up. It vIas first pUblished in the
Annals, then separately and addressed to all the promotors of the Association
of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart throughout the world.

Under the po,~rful protection of our Mother, the petition was received
everywhere with joy. The speed with which bur Associates responded to the
Holy Father's desire was most extraordinary.

Six months had scarcely passed bef'ore ]'ather Chevalier vvas again on
his way to Rome, taking with him a large folio volume of letters from 60
Cardinals 9 Archbishops and Bishops of Frarlce, Italy, Spain,' Holland, Austria,
Belgium, Canada and other countries; requests from mitered abbots, and
superiors general of a great number of religious Orders and Congregations;
and 28 volumes of' petitions signed by the faithful. Each contained 100,000
signatures, making a total of 2,800,000 requests. A short time after~ tVllo
other similar volumes were sent from Issoudun. This brought the number of
signatures to 3,000,000.

(1) In 1870, during the Vatical Council, Father Chevalier had addressed
to the Holy Father a petition accoMpanied by 15,000 signatures, asking that
the world be consecrated to the Sacred Heart. Pere Ramiere, in the
Messenger of the Sacred Heart, had directed the movement.
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Father Chevalier also bore a letter from the Archbi.shop of Bourges.
'rhis letter gave Pius lX interesting details about the prodigious rapidity
with which these signatures had been collected.

'''le quote here a passage from this letter and also orle'f:rom. 1)1:.1.0 reply
of Pius IX:

"These petitions include 153 letters from bishops? asking for this
consecration, and 2,800,000 signatures of the fait11ful in 28 volumes. All
these petitions have been collected by the zeal and care of the Missionaries
of the Sacred Heart, established at Issoudun. tVe are happy to recall that
Your Holiness, L~ the rnonth of June last, graciously deigned to receive in'
prive..te audience, Rev. Father Jules Chevalier, Superior of these sane ~~iss­

ionaries, a nd tvvo other members of his Congregation, and You paternally .
exhorted them to solicit the faithful to ask for this Consecration.

These Fathers accepted with joy this glorious mission. They began
iInmediately, and wit11 absolute devotedness have neglected nothing to succeed
ill tll:Ls noble enterprise. The Di.vine Heart of Jesus blessed their efforts'
so well that in the space of a fevv months the y had collected these signa­
tures."

Replying on the lOth February follo\ving, Pius lX said:

"Together ~Jith your most respectful letter vJritten before Christmas,
we received the 28 volumes containing the petitions of bishops and faithful
that the universe..l Church be consecrated to the glory of the Sacred Heart
of our Divine Redeemer •••••• 1Ne have transmitted these petitions to the
Sacred Congregation of Rites to whom it"pertains to treat of these affairs
vvith the Care and reflect ion they merit. U

The zeal here displayed by Father Chevalier and his confreres confirms
what vvas said at the beginning of this book. It sho\1\Ts. his habitual dispos­
ition vvhent;ver it V\TaS a question of the glory of the Heart of Jesus.

CI-If~PTER 11.

The Parish of Issoudun. The Archpriest - his Works.

In 1872 there vvas a vacancy for the office of parish priest of
Issoudun. For various reasons, the Archbishop of Bourges wanted to confide
its administration to the ~!lissionaries of the Sacred Heart. Fathe'r Chevalier
likev\Tise \ivas convinced that if the parish "vas served by the Congregation it
would be an advantage both for the Congregation: for the parish, because in
spite of the devotedness and zeal of the archpriest and his vicars, it
suffered from the lack of sufficient priests: and for the Congregation,
which would find in it an easy means of training its young religious in
apostolic works.
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The Archbishop, Vvho had follovJed vlith attention and great anxiety the
irreligious movement vvhich was sweeping over France, advised Father Chevalier,
"Accept the direction of the parish. It will be a safeguard for your
community of Issoudun. n T11is '"vas found to be true during the expulsions
of 1880.

Nevertheless, thinking that he should give all his care to his nevlly­
formed Congregation, Father Chevalier did not want to take charge of the
administration of t11e parish himself. He resolved, therefore, to confide
it to one of his religious. The latter 9 hOW~ver9 declared that he could
not accept such a grave responsibility. His conscience, he said, imposed
on'him the obligation of refusing. Nothing could shake his relolution.

Not knowing what to dO, Father Chevalier consulted the Archbishop,
who counselled him to take upon himself this heavy charge, and to count upon
the help of gra,ce. Humbly he submitted to the decision of Ilis Archbishop,
and became Archpriest of Issoudun. His labours, already excessive, vrere
considerably increas'ed, but with his indefatiguable activity, he consecrated
hirrlself vvith new ardour to the vvorks of his ministry. Only God knows the
sum total of his zeal and devotedness for the souls confided to him. Hewas
48. For nineteen years already he had lived in the pnris11 Vi/here he vias to
finish his long career. IIence, none better than he, knevv t re people \ivhose
p~stor he had become. Also, to aid him in this task, he had the members
of the Community of" vlhich he was Superior.

His first resolution waS to reconst~~ct a portion of the parish churcli.
This had been desired for many years, both by the ecclesiastical authority,
and by the people. But it was an enterprise bristling with difficulties
which had appeared insurmountable to his predecessors. For many years he
studied and worked out his project and when he thought the moment had come
he undertook the \vork "vith courage and prudence. He could not execute fully
the plans he had conceived, but this was not his fault. If there had been
an intelligent municipal administration VJhich considere d the interests of
the commune, he could easi.ly have overcome the oth.erproblems, but this was
the beginning of the era of religious persecution which overwhelmed our
unfortunate country with ruins. The' civil authorities of Issoudun listened
more readily to the counsels of anti-religious passion than to those of
common sense and'reason. They opposed the grand and generous project ,of
their Archpriest.

Hence, the facade witb. its tV10 towers could not be constructed. Never.;.
theless, except for this omission, the building is finished. Ita vast prop­
ortions, the harmony of its parts, its purity of' line make it a remarkable
religious edifice which lends itself admirably to the great solemnities of
Catholic worship.

Before all else, Father Chevalier was concerned about organising the ·
parochial ministry. He considered that the religious instruction of child­
ren was One of his most important duties, so his first care was to arrange
t116 children for cate,?hism in sections according to their age 9 aptitude or
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needs. Each section was confided to the care of either one of the curates
or a member of his Corrnlunity. In spite of his many occupations, Father
C118valier undertook to teach 0118 section hirnself and he persevered i11 this
duty to his extrerne old age. Truly it vvaS a beautiful and touching sight
to see this old, vllhite-haired prtest, \lvorh out by excessive 'Nork and suffer­
ing, explaining the elements of religion to these children. Only illness
or SOIl1e unforseen b.indrance ever· prevented 11.im from accomplishing this duty:.

This measure produced excellent fruits. rvlore than once, vvhen the
Archbishop of Bourges callle to adn1inister Cor.£irnntion, he congratulated the
catechists of Issoudun on the children's religious knowledge and their good
be11aviour.

Fatl1er Foul1.der VIas convinced tllat the refornl of a parish must comn1ence
vvith tl1e Christian forma.tion of the children, and he \ivas distressed to see
that on account of the old arrangelmnt of the two parts of the church, the
children occupied a place where it was difficult for them to fix their atten­
tic::. on the ceremonies. To remedy this inconvenience he resolved to have a
special cl1tlc1ren t s ~J.1ass and in tIle eveni:ng speciEtl short devotions. During
the r11ass t118 children sang hynms and in the evening a few psalms of Vespers .
of the Blessed Virgin follovved by the nAve rJlaris StellaH and the "~lqagnificat."

Of t118 Corlfraternities formerly established in the parish, many VJere
almost forgotten, and those which were kept up were only a sort of pious
routine. The Confraternity of the Blessed Sacr~ment was one of these.

:B"'ather Chevalier jl1c1ged that an ArchcOli;fraternity, having as its
special aim the honouring of Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist, ought to nelp
give greater solemnity to functions in honour of the Blessed Sacrament. So
118 dividGd the Association into tvvo sections - the men and tr18 Vi/omen. The
men were to form a guard of honour and carry lighted tapers before the
Blessed Sacrarr.ent during processions. T11e ladies took c11arge of the linen .
and altar decorations. Each section had a special rule and a president,
8..nd meetings V'lere llel(l'~·separately. BU.t for all their duties, the Association
was governed by its forrner stat'utes and placed 'under the spirituB.l d":rection
of the curat·e in charge. Under tl18S0 neW arro..ngements the Confraternity
flourished once more. In a short time all the rnore devout persons joined
its ranks, and tlle Association rendered real services to the parish. Vt7he n
Father Chevalier had taken charge of the parish, the sacristy was poorly
furnished and the altar linen and vestments almost unfit to use, but soon,
under the care of the active and devoted vJorlcers of the Blessed Sacrament·
Confraternity it could compare £avourably with the richest and best cared­
for sacristies of the diocese. Thus Father Founder gave to the parish of
Issoudun, a large and beautiful church, a new sacristy, and all tr~t could
contribute to the splendour of divine worship_

The curates, whose number had been doubled by ~he zealous pastor,
shared his irnmense task. Each, according to llis aptitlldes, had Ilis apport·-­
ioned vvork to vfrlich he applied himself vvith zeal and devotedness. If they
took part in the labours, they must also share in the praise for the work.
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HovJever, Father Chevalier, who kne\v tl1e needs of his :parish~ did

not concentrate his efforts on a few particular workers~ His zeal urged

him to devote himself to 8.11 who could contribute to the spiritual or

temporal vJelfare of h:Ls parish_ If any e.xisting work was prosperous, he

wished nothing to be leIt undone that it might continue to develop. He did

this for the Archconfraternity of the Holy Rosary which he confided to one

of his curates. If he met with circumstances favourable for founding new

works, he neglected no sacrifice to establish them on solid basis. In this

vvay he erected the Conference of St. Vincel1t de Paul to visit poor families;

the work of· the ladies of Charity; etc.

Seeing with regret that a great number of service girls found it very

difficult to persevere in the p~actice of their religious duties, he founded

the Association of Servants, under the title of St. Blandina. The Sisters

of St. Vincent de Paul "vere placed in charge of t11is. Eac11 month the

curate appointed to the charge celebrated a special Mass for them and gave

an exhortation. Every year at Easter, they were provided with a Retreat

to renew their fervour and prepare them for their Paschal Communion.

Added to the preaching of Annual Retreats, there were Sunday sermons;

monthly instructions to the various Associations and one each Thursday at

the Mass of the Archconfraternity of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart; the

exercises in preparation for the great feasts of the Congregation; then

there were the sermons at the stations of the Cross during Lent and those

during the months of May and the Sacred Heart; the instructions given to

the children from the catechism of perseverance, and other occasional

sermons several times a yea.r. So it is easy to see Father Chevalier's

interest in the religious instruction of his parishioners. We are sure

that there are fevvparishes '\There the seed of the Word of God has been sovro

with more abundance than in Issoudun.

Certainly, Fatl1.er Chevalier :found arnongst the members of his Congreg­

ation many helpers in his immense v/ark, but of·ten also he called in either

secular or religious preachers for the sermons of. Lent, or for the month of

£!lay etc. He also had ell large mission in his parish in 1887.

To all these v\Torks of zeal he added that of voluntary catechists

whom he organised and who functioned admirably for many years. He was

already on his deathbed when he had this latter work erected into a confra­

ternity, canonically instituted 9 and affiliated to the Archconfraternity

of the same name in Paris. There were also the Christian schools for boys

and girls, patronages, the vvork for soldiers vvho hStd their chapel and

special devotions each Sunday, and as well an annual retreat? the public­

ation of a parish bulletin, the foundation of a religious house of nurses

devoted entirely to the free service of the poor, md mftny other vJorks.

Such was Father Chevalier in his parochial ministry in a town where

the greater number of persons had been long since hostile to religion.
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CHAPTER 12.

The Congregation of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart was the
primary work of Father Chevalier. He himself was firmly convinced of ·this.
rJeither his great vvork, nor his long and painful sufferings, nor the many
trials which surged upon him could turn his thoughts away from his Congrega~

tion. After his love for the Sacred Heart and for Our Lady' of the Sacred
Heart, this love occupied the first place in his affoctions.

The foundation of a religious Congregation is not an ordinary work,
depending on the vvilI of man, and w·hicll can be undertaken or not according
to his desires - like the construction of a monument, the eA~loitation of a
property, or any other operation left to the free choice of natural genius.

The founder must receive his mission from on high. It is said to him
as to NIoses, "Loolr al1d form accordin.g to the pattern shovvn theel 1t On his
fidelity in corresponding to the lights of the Holy Spirit depends the
Sll-,.;cess or failure of l1is enterprise. Hence it fol10\"18 tl1at if a religious
farl1il~t does not vvish to perish it must preserve lovingly the spirit it has
recei~vec1 f~j~\)m its founder; history, alas t furnishes many proofs of this.
Father Chevalier was truly the one elected of God to found the Society OI the
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. All that we have seen so far of his life,­
it is our intimate conviction - shows this clearly. Yes, alII His humble
origin, his childhood, his first _steps "tovvards the" priestlioo·d.·; ~ the vJorlrs of
his' ministry 11ave unyeiled f'o-r us the adorable action of Providence, leading
him as by the hand, tovvards t11e place chosen in the designs of Eternal
Mercy, there to establish the work for which he ·was predestined. The other
great vvorks accomplishecl by this ardent apostle, after he had laid the
four.l.dations - so very humble - of hisVongregation vrere but the complement
of the divine plan shown to our Father. They were willed by God, as waS the
Congregation itself. Otherwise how could they have budded and blossomed on
a s.tem so frail that it could not supply them the sap necessary for life?

For example, with regard to the devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred.
Heart, how could we explain its prodigious and rapid extension throughout
the whole world? its well-nigh irresistible attraction drawing souls on
pilgrimage, if we do not recognise the providential action of the Heart of
Jesus. rJIore than anyone else, Fat11er Chevalier realised this. Oftel'l -we
heard him r81)ly to compliments vvhich he disliked extremelJr 9 n~!Tan is nothing.
Let us give glory to G6d,for He tlad done everything. It

I-IoV'lGver, the Congregation \vas slovv-ly developing. Fatrler Chevalier, as
we saw, commenced his work with one sole contrere who, to his great sorrow
was soon taken avmy. Another came and will remain his sole companion for
several years. It VJas only after the erection of the Archconfraternity
of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, in 1864, ten years after its first beginning
that the Community sa\v its members increase. Whence came t11is apparent
sterility which disconcerted~severalwhom it halted when on the very ~hreshold

of entering the Congregation.
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We reply that Providence has its hour determined by Eternal Wisdom
for the full flowering of its works. It is like the seed cast into the
soil,..vIThich lies buriec1 for a long time, long or short according to the
laws of nature and the circumstances which can retard or hasten its germ­
ination.

The venerated Father waited patiently for this hour of Providence, and
was not troubled by the delay. He had the assurance that-God wanted the
Congregation, and his confidence was not shaken by trials. Had he not for
Protectress the incomparable Treasurer of the Heart of Jesus? Would this
good Mother, Who up till then had done all in the Congregation, abandon
him? The holy Founder did not think so. He would have thought himself of
the blackest ingratitude towards his Heavenly Benefactress if he had allowed
his soul to entertain the least doubt in this matter.

What, in fact, was the Congregation of the Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart \i\Jhen the devotion to Our Lady of the sacred Heart vvas confided to it?
A very frail plant, whose roots could not absorb the necessary moisture
fOT ,·:,ts grovV'th! Vilhat d"id the Archconfraternity of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart do for it·? The Archconfraternity produced on the Congregation the
effects of a vigorous and fruitful graft. It infused into it a more intense
life and soon the tree began to bear abundant fruit.

~hus, in the plans of Providence, everything harmonises into a wonder­
ful manner; power and weakness; sovereign greatness and nothingness; the
work of God and the co-operation of the will of man.

Our Lord,INhose Heart desires more than ever to be glorified and loved
by all the world: Ubique terrarum, has confided to His beloved Mother" the
care of conducting the little Society towards its high and noble end - of
strengthening' its weakness, of protecting it, defending it against its
numerous enemies and assisting it in all its difficulties.

We say with gratitude that the whole development of the Congregation
is due to the protection of the Immaculate Mother of God, Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart. In the midst of unending difficulties, it seemed as if it
must perish like the seed sown amongst thorns. After twenty years (1874),
it counted only three houses ~ Issoudun, its·birthplace; Chezal-Benoit,
the Apostolic School anp the Novitiate at St. Gerand-le-Puy ~n the diocese
of ~:1oulins. But \vhat is t\venty years in the life of a Congregation? Does
not the complete formation of man, according to nature's laws, exact a
longer time still?

Father Chevalier Who, right from the beginning had the intimate con­
viction that one day the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart would spread to
the limits of the world, certainly suffered to see the work hindered in so
many ways, but bis.courage and confidence were unshaken. In spite of his
natural ardour, in spite of his intense desire to multiply the number of
workers for the Gospel, he remained humbly abandoned to the adorable 'designs
of Providence, 8l1d vllaited calmly for the hour ma.rked by Divine Wisdom.
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This hour was to come at last. But hovv numerous were tll~ trials that

came with
This hour was to come at last. But how numerous were the trials that

came VJith itt The 'Vvorks of God, ,"ve all know, arise' and develop on Calvar-y,
in the shadovv of the Cross. This is: a .general lav'l to \vhich the Father
Founder V\7as largely submitted. Each degree of progress in his \l\Jork was
announced and prepared for by trial, or else followed by one, like the
storm which only serves to strengt11en and more deeply enroot the young
plant. In such a short account, we cannot enter into details of the many
and varied sufferings supported by Father Chevalier; still we must select
a few to show the Divine action in the foundation of our Congregation.

Already, in describin · the Fea.st of t11e Cro\vning of the statue of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart, we spoke of the painful trial which changed this
feast of joy and triumph into a day of painful anguish for Father Chevalier.
From this arose a series of other trials still more painful, and they were
prolonged for many years.

In 187 2 ~ a Canfraterhity in 110nour of Our Lady 0 f the 8acred He art
b.ad been formed in Rome by a committee composed of priests and laity. First
it had its centre in the Church of st. Andrew of the Quirinal, then in the
Church oiSt. Venantius, and finally in that of St. Andrew. This Confrat­
ernity waS vwrelcomed by the Roman people. Itdevelopec1 rapidly. Vlheh
Father Chevali'er heard of the homage rendered to Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart in the Eternal City, he experienced great joy, but, alas~ it was of
short duration. During the first year the relations vllith tl'le centre of
devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred :Heart vJ'ere just as they should be,
deferential and cordial. But soon all changed.

The Association, first of all; under the pretext that the statue of
Issoudun vvas not conformec1 to the llsages of Roman piety in representing Our
Lady, refused to accept it. They chose anotl1er model, thevv-ell-knovln image
of Our Lady of Overbeclr - very beautiful in itself, but having no connection
at all with the devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. In order to adapt
it to the new title, they thought it sufficient to paint a heart on the
breast of the Infant Jesus, with this inscription beneath: Our Lady of
the Sacred IIeart,pTay for us.

The follovving year (August 1873), the Associa,tion applied for and
obtained the erection of a universal Archconfraternity of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart. This was the beginning of inextricable difficulties. The
Director of the Association thought it had the right to regulate all that
concerned devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, vvithout at\V regard ~'br

the legitimate rigl1.ts of the Association established in the Basilica of
Issoudun, and of which Father Chevalier incontesably was the Founder and
Director. r11oreover, he \vanted the image \vhich he had adopted to be the
only one propagated by the various Confmternities. This was calculated to
destroy the whole vi/ark of Father Chevalier, and according to an expression
vv11ich we find in his notes, "to submit the mother to the exigencies of the
daughtertl - t11at is the Association of ISsol1dun to the Roman Association.

A short tinE after, a reply addressed by His Eminence,:. Cardinal
Patrizi (28th February, 1875), and the Bishop of Prismil in Galicia, on the
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subject of a oounterfeit of the statue of OUr Lady of the Sacred PFeatt, of

Issoudun, Vias made public. In a fev" days it "vas knovm~Jherever the devo­

tion to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Vias held in honour, Unforiun-ately,

the majority of the material published about it only gave ~ few isolated

extracts from tho context. Those dotachod phrasos gnve a false improssion

of tho Co.rdinnl t S vlords. The editors addod oomontaries moro or 10 sa
oxagcrotod, and many displayod U oompleto ignoranoe of the quoatiorf., and

ut loast 0. doubtfulgood~dll. Soma oven v110nt to tho extent of s£Y ing

that .the Holy See had condomnod tho imago of OUr Lady of tho Snored Honrt

of Issoudun, crovmod in tho nomo of Pius IX, nnd that it diso.pprovod of

tho ontiro Association.

All the noise mado by the roligious papers OD the oocasion o£this

rosDonso, caused groat troublo amongst tho mnny Aasociatos of Our Lady

of the Sacred Hoart. Fathor Chovalior hud rocoivod no officinl oommunic­

ution about this lattor, and lrnO'i1 of it only from tho extro.cts given in

tho papors, honco ho was groatly troublod - tho more so in that ho did not

kno'7 the motivos actuating tho Holy Seo in this muttor, nor tho oxtont of

i~s proscriptions. With. gront nnxioty, ho triod to docide what moasuros ha

shot~ld take to oboy the ordors of tho Holy Offioo. This anxioty lasted fat:

t\110 long months.
.

At lust, on 1st May of the some yoo.r, 1875, the Archbishop of Bourgos,

having consulted tho Holy See, wrote him the following letter:

Bourgos, 1st Mny, 1875.

~Jy deur Fathor,
I urn happy to be able to roassuro you complo-&oly on tho muttor of tho

reply made lately by His EminotlCo Cardinal Po.trizi to tho Bisbop of Prismil

in Galicio.. This lettor, publishod in tho pupors, \1ith c011D!lonturies, more

or less exact ,hus caused 0. greut stir. Itv/us imaginod that the H'olySoe

had disapprovod 0 f the statuQ of OUr Lady 0 f tho Sacrad Heart 0 f Issoudun.

Happily, those fet1rS are grollndloss.

By a spocial lettor, Curdinul Pntrizi has infonmod mo that in tho

roply addressod to tho Bishop of Prisoil, there wus not onc word about the

form of the statue of Our Lady of the Sacred Hourt venoratod ut Issoudun.

Henco it was fnlse to conclude that it was disapproved of by tho Holy Soe.

Vfunt tho Holy Fathor wishod was that, in futuro, tho stutUQS and pictures

of Our Lady of tho Sncrod Heart, destined for public worship, bo moqifiod in

such 0. '1Jvay us to avoid certuin rh usos vlhich huve nrisen in some oountries.

Tho numorous associutos of Our Lady of the Sucrod Heurt can thoroforo be

reassurod. Tho beautiful statue of Issoudun, \ivhich in 1869 vias cro,med in

tho name of the Holy Father, viiI1 romain in its venerated sanctuury. tI

The archbishop ended his letter by congratulating Father Chovalier on

huving forestulled thQ dosires of the Supreme Pontiff by presonting for

his approbation a new type of imnge of Our Lady of the Sncred Heart, vlhich

honoeforth \1Tould be tho only one reproduced. This now modol is ,voll kno~vn

to the readers of tho Annals, sinco thoy see it on the cover of each

instalment. The Archconfrntornity recognisos no other.
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As for the stat'ue'\ivhich surmounts the a.ltar of the pilgrim Chapel at
lSB OUdun9 not only vvas Father Chevalier authorised to keep it, but in a
consultation vd th the Holy Office, he was told formally, "You must not
ohange it. It And the same reply 'Vvas given to us on another occasion V\fhell
VIe asked the question in the name of Father Chevalier.

These difficulties 'tvhi<h vve have briefly explained, and others also
afflictod him deeply. Although he still saw no means of recovering his
rights over the universal Archoonfraternity of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
of which the Roman Association had disposed him, he did not lose confidence.
Had he not on his side the Advooate of di£ficult andhopoless cases? He
rested under the powerful proteotion of Her who had never failed him. Ne
prayed and asked others to' pray.

In the meantime sane devoted friends, viell a\vare of his difficulties
and the customs of Rome, advised him to establish there a Procurator Ganer-­
al responsible for the affairs of the Congregation, and also to found il1
Rome a house with a Cha~el open to the public.

'Tl1is vITas a light for him, and a response from Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart'l

CHAPTER 19.!

In the last months of 1875, Pere Joust set out for Rome under the
title of Procurator General, and \vith the mission of looking for a suitable
house for the proposed foundation. Alvvays attentive to the needs of thos'o
who trust i.n it, Divine Providence brought the new Procurator into contact
with the former Abbot of La Trappe of Staoueli, in Algeria, and for man¥
years Procurator General of his Order. Father Francis Regis was his name,
a man of wide experience and good jUdgement, and having extensive influenoe
vvith the Roman Congregations. ~~~oreover, his charity made him alvvays happy
to render n service. He was a great help to Father Jouet, who consulted
him in all his difficulties. At his request, Father Franois Regis even
oonsented to rent to him provisionally, part of a large house \vhich ~be~..
ocOttp1;ed in" the street of st. John Latran, in order to llouse the little
colony of young religious which the Father Founderhrid resolved to send
to complete their studies in ROme.

Here ,vas established, in extreme- poverty and suffering, the residence
of the Missionaries of the Saored Heart in the Eternal City. It was
situated between the Colosseum and the Basilica of st. John, two monuments
recalling glorious and heroio pages in the Churoh's history. Would it be
temerity to see in this a presage of "vhat awaited the humble infant Commun­
ity? However that may be, the foundation was u step towards the solution
of the grave difficulties whioh afflicted FntherFounder. He saw in it
the dawn of better days. But the trouble was to be prolonged for many
years yet. And to it '\ivera to be added throe other trials, a.rising in ·three
sucoessive years.
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On the first Thursday of li~ay, 1Wl'71, Father Vandal whom.--w~ loved to
call, \rlth e..ffectionate respect, holy Father Vandel, exchanged the sorrOiiT S

of this earth for the joys of the eternal homeland. None better than Father
Chevalier had kno\nl and appreciated the great qualities and eminent virtues'
of this model religious v/hose passing left so great a void in our midst.,
nor was anyone more keenly affected by his death.

On the ?th February, 1878, loaded with years and merits, Pope Pius lX
died at Rome. He had occupied the ohair of Peter for 31 years. His Ponti..
ficate was the longest and most glorious recorded by history since that of
st. Peter.

Father Chevalier had u deep affection for this holy Pontiff, who had
blessed and encouraged his vvork right from the first years, and had loaded
it with favours. As '"'le have seen, he had regctrded himself as. its founder
and personal superior. His death was a keen sorrow for Father Chevalier.

Finally, on the 17th October, 18'18, ]Jlonsignor de 10.. Tour d'Auvergnef
ins zealous and holy Archbishop of Bourges went t·o receive the reward of
his ~reat labours. In him Father Chevalier lost a prudent counsellor, a
devoted protector, and an affectionate father, and the finm support of his­
Congregation, in which the venerable prelate was as much interested as if
it had been his ovm work. Of these three great trials, he felt this latter
most deeply, and for a time he ,vas unable to surmount his sorro\v. Right
to his last years, when he spoke of this great benefactor, his emotions
betrayed itself in the tone of his voice. His affection for this venerable
Archbishop Was that of' a son for his father. At no moment of bis life have
we seen him shed tears as freely as he did over the mortal remains of this
beloved friend.

These trials, far from relaxing his ardour, made him yet more generous
and energetio. Feeling tha.t he had less support on earth, he plaoed a fir-.
mer confidence in the protection of OUr Lady of the Saored Heart. As Job,
he loved to say, "God gave these supports to my vvenkness, He has taken them
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord."

Leo Xlll, eleoted on the 20th Februa.ry, succeeded Pius IX on the Chair
of Peter. As Bishop and Cardinal, he already knevl and loved the devotion
to OUr Lady of the Sacred Heart and, elected SUpreme Pontiff, he did not
forget the ineffable Treasurer of the Heart of Jesus. Our Divine ~.[other

wished to give us another proof of her maternal solicitude, through the
intermediary of this great Pontiff.

In the midst of the innumerable and important affairs of the govern­
ment of the Church, thera "vas one whioh, in spite of its secondary import­
ance, occupied the thoug-J1t of the Pope and saddened him. The celebrated
Church of st. Jmnes of the Spaniards, so rich in historio and religious
memories, and formerly renowned in Rome for the mo.ny \vorks of art of Which
it contained, was falling into ruins. Despoiled of its precious treasures,
it hud become the common depot for the merohants of that area. and the
tvorksho'p of a fev! artisans. \~e visited it at that time and were profol!.Uld­
1y saddened to discover in the midst of the dust and old plaster, the . ~ 1 i.:'



... 64 -

debris of artistic ornamentations which testified to the former splendour
of the place. The High Altar, a remarkable work by Bre:mante, served as
support for the benoh of a carpe11ter who cared little about sa:vtng this
work of art from destruction. Here and there on the walls were ru~ns of
paintings and sculptures, bespeaking the negligence of the guardians or
this monument which, for centuries, had been one of the glories of Spain.

Now, at the time of' Leo nIl's election, this old church was put up
for public auction. The municipal administration wanted to purchase it
to transfonm it into a public market or even a theatre, and the protest­
ants wanted it for a ohurch.

The Pope earnestly desired to preserve these saored ruins from prot~

nnution. But, a prisoner of the Revolution, shut up in the Vaticon with­
out any authority over the administration of Rome, hOil could he realise
his desireY Hovf6ver, if the Sovereign Pontiff to his deep regret had DO
power in this matter, Our Lady of the Saored Henrt had not lost hers.
S:Vl8 vlished to establish H'er throne over these ruins, ani open an inexhnust­
1'01:: souroe of gruces in this restored sanotuary. Let us see how Her
meru:iful cesigns were ren.lised.

Leo XlII had learnt thntthe Missionaries of the Sncred Heart were
provisionally installed with the Trappists in the street of st. John
Lateran, and were looking for n house with n church attached.

On the 25th May - we remark the date, ns there was then being made
in the basilica of Issoudun, the novena in preparation for the Feast of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart - on this 25th ~Aay, the Pope was disoussing
the· matter of this Church of st. James of the Spaniards with his Seoretnxy
of state, Cardinal Ii'ranchi, and seeking the means of saving it from des­
ecration and ruin. His Holiness then thought of proposing the purohase
to the Missionaries of the Saored Heart, and of promising his co-operat­
ion. This sudden thought pleased him. On the following day he sent
~.[onsignor Folohi, to make this proposition to the lfissionaries of the
Sacred Heurt, The s~e···day·;~ these latter transmitted i t by telegram to
Father Chevalier at Issoudun. Vfuen the telegram arrived, Father Chevalier
and his assistants were united in Council to deliberate on the affairs of
the Congregation. On reading the telegram, Father Chevalier was deeply
moved. He communicated its contents to his assistants VlTho like him, \vera
filled vlith grntitlWde. Vins not this n feast-dv.y gift from Our Lady of
the Sncred Heart • a response to their prayers? After a fervent nct of
thanksgiving to our Heavenly Proteotress, Father Chevalier Qskdd what. reply
they should make to the Sovereign Pontiff. All thought that the matter
of suoh importance oould not be deoided until they knew the conditions
whioh would be imposod and the expenses '\:vhich v/ouId result for the Congreg­
ation. So they reaolved to send to Rome the Procurator General and two
other Counsellors to make investigations. Their report was favourable,
and it was decided to accept the Holy FatherJs,proposal.
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Father Chevalier drew up a reply to the Holy Father and sent the
letter to the Archbishop~ or Bourges, who . wrote himself, and had these
two letters sent by his private secretary, then in Rome,

One reads with interest the happy impression made on Leo nll by
these two letters. Vie find it expressed in a letter of the devoted sec"
retary to Father Chevalier dated 30th June. It reads, "Yesterday, Feast
of st. Peter, I had the honour of an audience with the Holy Father. I did
Dot intend to speak to the Sovereign Pontiff of our affairs. I merely
intended to ask for a final blessing before returning to Franoe.

On seeing me, the Holy Father said spontaneously, 'I saw, this morn­
ing, your letter and the despatohes from the Bishop of Bourges and Father
Chevalier. I am pleased about their decision. It is .a great joy to me to
kno\v that this Churoh of st. James is not only saved from profanation,
but restored to worship and will become a sanctuary dedicated to the
Saored Heart. I am very pleased. Tell that to Father Chevalier.. V{ewill
~iscuss the matter further with him.' Then the Holy Father asked, 'Are
'~ro\l, ~oming back'l' I replied, 'Most Holy Father, Father Chevalier has given
fuJ.:'" poviTe~g to the Procurator General of the Society. He will be present
at the a~ction sale on the 12th July, and will wake the purchase.' 'Ahl
very good. God will bless the enterprise and we will arrange with Father
Chevalierabout the means of executing it. tlt

on the 16th JUly the Church 0 f st. James was bOUght in the name of
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. Ten days after, on the 26th, Father
Chevalier came to sign the official act of sale, and was received in priv.
ate aUdience by Leo XIII. The Pope expressed his joy that the question
was settled so favourably and congratulated Father Chevalier on his oour­
age and devotedness. Then for half' an hour, he questioned him familiarly
and with paternal kindness about the origin of the Congregation, its end
and its works; about the Association of OUr Lady of the Snored Heart, its
rapid spread and the many graoes granted by the ineffable Treasurer of
the Sacred Heart; on the beautiful statue of Issoudun, crovvned by the Aroh~

bishop of Bourges in the name of pius lX, and in 0. word, on all that con­
cerned the little Congrega.tion. Leo nIl listened with interest to Father:
Chevalier's account, and blessed his work with tender and paternal affeot­
ion.

A few days atter, on the 31st, the contraot was signed. The narrator
of this memorable nudience terminates his recital with these words of
gratitude, ttLet us thank Our Lady of the Saored Heart, for it is She who
has prepared nIl and done all. She will bring to success that which She
has begun. 1t And we also cOon say today vvith gratitUde, "Let us thank Our
Lady of the Saored Heart, v/ho has so mercifully completed Her \vork in spite
of all the obstaoles put in its way by the spirit of evil. She has sho'vn
Herself once more to be the Advooate ofdif'ficult and hopeless oases."

Thanks to the support of the Sovereign Pontiff', thanks above all to
the advance whioh he mnde to Father Chevalier, lending him half the sum
necessary for the purohase, the Church of st. James was henceforth preserv-
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ad from profanation. This was a first step forward, but it was only a
step. If it was decisive, it nevertheless did nothing to relieve the
great difficulties of the" future. Father Chevalier had considered these
diffioulties and without being disconcerted, he set himself resolutely to
the work. It appeared as if a superior power guided him, and that he had
reoeived theassurunceof success. During the fev{ days spent in Rome, he
consulted expert architects and builders, and deoided whioh parts of the
work should be undertaken immediately, and which could be delayed until
luter on.

Ho"vever, there arose a problem vlhich demanded irmnediate solution.
Father Chevalier had to find a place to lodge the Community which would be
in charge of the Church, and a group of young religious vlTho had already
commenced their theology course. The old monument of st. James covered a
large rectangle, rtnd outside its walls there was not the smo.l1est portion
of free land. A whole series of big high buildings given over to Commerce
or serving as tenement houses gave the impression of wanting to crowd out
tne church rather than being prepared to welcome u religious community.
IJ.L:;reover, these buildings all belonged to Spain, and the acbinistrOotor, v/ho
deri'\led a large revenue from them, was not prepared to alter their purpose.

Father Chevalier deoided that, as he could not build in the ground,
he \vould put a second storey on the Churoh. The architect considered the
project possible. The Holy See granted the neoessary permissions, so the
workers were able to commence immediately, and within a year the building
was able to be used. The reconstructions included the two facades, that
opening on the Place Nuvone, and the principal one opening on the Rue de
la Sapiencec The monastery rested like the nest of an eagle on the ~ts
of the Church and one of tbe three naves ViTOS ready to be opened to the
faithful.

On the 23rd Iv1ay, 1879, there arrived at Issoudun a telegrmn addressed
to the Director of the Annals, announcing the inauguration of the Churoh
and its, dedioation to Our Lady of the Saored Heart. In its brevity, this
telegram is a song of triumph and gratitude. We transcribe it without com~

ment:

tt 6jllendid ceremony, presided over by His Elninence, the Cnrdinal­
Vicar. Large concourse of prelates, dignitaries and faithful. Monsignor
Mermillod preached this evening. Archconfraternity of Our Lady of the
Sncred Heart for the whole world installed in our church and confided to
our direction. Pontifical decree given us will be publishedo Further
details soon.

Signed J. Chevalier."

The trials had produced their fruits, and how~cu~s~ling for Father
Chevalier. In all these happenings we can follow the powerful action of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, preparing for Her devoted npostleand his
Congregf.ltion 0. foundation in Rome under the most favourable conditions.
She wanted to possess" in the Eternal City El sanotuary "vhere she vvould be
specially honoured; v/here Her Archconfraternity, officially and ~ntirell
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confid~id by the Sovereign Pontiff to the care and direction of the
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of-Issoudun could, without arousing any
dispute,extendtOthe 'JiThole-world its bleat influence.

In his notes, Father CheValier concludes the recital of these inoid~
ants '\:vith the follovving r.eflection: "Thus God knows how to dravv good out
of evil, and to turn ,all things to His glory. Viet:-e it not for nIl these
difficulties, we vrould probnbly not yet be established in Rome in 0. large
house, V'iith n prooure, 0. soholasticute, nndan apostolic school." Attl n
little further on he adds: uVfe had scarcely emerged from these troubles
vvhen others arose. It is very necessary for the 1Jvorks of God to be tested,"

TIle new trials to which the venerated Father refers are the expuls­
ions of 1880. On the 5th November of that futul year he hud the sorrow
of seeing, in one single day, nIl his religious in France ejected from
their houses by the police, the gendarmerie and armed forces. Contemp,t­
ibIe seals were placed on the doors of the Basilica of Issoudun and the
chapels of' the other houses as though on infamous places "11'hich people were
:':·t:ph5~dden to enter. The religious, driven from their peaceful dVlTellings
likl:' ·yile n,nd dangerous criminals, had to pass through ranks of soldiers.
But these latter were often ashamed of being employed in this sorrowful
task, and showed tho Fathers testimonies of tlleir respect and sympathy.
This violent assault against the ramparts of the Church in France was the
first attempt at open perseoution, And according to the Hypercritical
and cunning method of the lJasonic Lodges, they did not in this first on­
slaught attack all the Religious Orders. They made u fairly olever seleot­
ion, in order not to frighten the more honourable section of the people
und so stir up a formidable reaction.

The little Congrego..tiof! of the l\ifissionaries of the Sacred Heart,
whioh had barely commenced to develop 9 was included in this fi.rat attack.
It was for it un honour to be judged worthy to face the rage of persecut­
ion and suffer for the Nan1e of Jesus. Humanly speaking, this trial '\IiouId
have enoompassed its ruin; it was still so weak and frail. Vfuut was
Father Chevalier to do in these circumstances?

On the first news of the persecution, he had calmly measured the
extent of the danger. Then, more oonfident than ever in the future of
t,he Congregation, he sought n refuge for those of his confreres 'Vvho would
be exiled from Franoe. "If God tries us,n he said then, nit is for His
glory and our good. Let us plaoe all our· oonfidence in Him D~one; He will
not let us perish." 'n1is was true. Ilia trustin·g o.bandonment to Provid­
ence dre~il on the Congregation the blessitlgs of heaven and, instead of
harming it, the persecutions merely hastened its development.

Nevertheless, confidence in God does not dispense us from the duty
of co~operatingwith His divine action. Father Chevalier had foreseen
all.. Before the fatal day, he had made kno'\ivn to eaoh one the refuge
prepared for him.
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Many good families of Issoudun h&d offered him rooms for his e~pell­

ed religious. He had accepted them with deep gratitude. These house,s
beoame p;rovisionally the refuge of thQSJe brother priests whom he desired
to keep with him to continue their work.

The boys of the Apostolic Sohool, banished from their peaceful solit­
ude of Chezel-Benoit,vlere brought to Issoudun. 'They Viere divided into
several groups and loc.tged in different parts of tlle town where sleeping
quarters had been prepared for them. During the day they came together
for their spiritual exeroises" and. ola.sses in buildings hard by the Commun­
ity and arranged for this ,purpos'e.: Thanks to the devotedness of the
Daughters of' Our Lady ot the Saored fIeart, their meals were for them pre­
pared in quarters that were easy of access.

This arrangement enabled our boys to continue their studies. Certain~

ly it entailed great sacrifices, but thanks to the devotedness of the
professors and the goodwill of the pupils, these years were as fruitful
as the most peaceful ones of the past. The director of that time says
t::, "I.t he had never found more application or generosity than in those days
of p0rsecution. He attributed this to a special grace from Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart. .

The young religious Who had just completed their nOTitiate were sent
to join the older students in Rome who welcomed then with fraternal affect­
ion. Finally, Fath'!or:~cnevnl.5:er-1IfmSable to rent a ho-use in the diocese of
Bois"'le-Du.c, in Holland. It \1&1.8 -iD the smne enclosure as the :r1~o.jor semin­
ary, but completely independent of it. It had been the residence of the
former Bishop, but had been unoccupied for several years. The novices
Were sent there in mid-November, eight days after their expulsion from
st, Gerand-le-Puy. Vvinter had set in and poverty reigned as mistress
during the first days. Theyhnd nothing. The furnishings reoalled the
bareness of the stable where the Saviour of the world willed to be born.
So they tasted the hardships of exile. It was as n foretaste, a sort of
apprentioeship for the missionary life. However, we are happy to say,
the sacrifices were considerably lessened by the eager solicitude of the
Seminary Directors and by the kindness of many neighbouring families and
religious communities. The Superior of the Novitiate and his confreres
have not forgotten nIl these testimonies of kindly interest, nor the many
helps received in those difficult days. They retain the most grateful
memories of them.

It 'Nasa grent relief for Father Chevalier to be able to procure 0.

safe refuge for all his religious. As for himself, he remained with his
curates in the parish, continuing his works of zeal and devotedness.

The day after the expulsions, the builders employed on the parish
Church completed this huge \vork. This was a wonderful arrangement of
Divine Providence, '\ivorthy of note. On the follovving Sunduy~ Father
Chevalier could open for his parishioners the large churoh just reoonst- "._"
ructed. Thanks to this hap~y.circumstance, the faithful did not suffer
from the closing of the,~~..s:,.11oa, '



- 69

Hoswever, the blest image of Our Lady of the Sac'r'9d Heart remained und~

er infamous seals. The hundreds of lamps which, night and day, burned -

silently in the sanctuary we.nt out one by one. No one could pray before

Her altar. This was a keen grief to all the servants of Our Lady of the

Sacred Heart, but how much keener for Father Chevalier, her apostle 1 To

lessen their grief, and to procure for his parishioners and the pilgrims,

the help of the ineffable Advocate of difficult and hopeless cases, he had

Her sta.tue placed in a c11apel of the neVl Church. The meetings of the

Archconfraternity vvere continued there as in the Basilica. The votive lamps

Vlere re.liehted and the candles sent IIp their glowing flames tOtvards the

throne of the Immaculate Mother of God in petition or as a testimony of

gratitude.

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart drew souls 'once more to this sanctuary

erected .in Iler honour. She showed Herself still lavish with the graces she

draws from the Heart of Jesus, and as many as ever of her children loved to

come to pray before Her image. There was scarcely an hour of the day when

there were not some persons beIore the shrine of this Immaculate Virgin,

wi:.i.'_""'I no one ever invoked in vain.

Father Chevaliei' was happy to see the homage rendered to this tenderly

loved Mother.· He himself 1Ivaf? often found kneeling before Her altar, -placing

all his cares in the merciful Heart of his powerful Protectress. Whenever

he could, he offered the Holy Sacrifice at the altar of Our Lady of the

Sacred Heart. It Vias touching to see him in extreme old age coming at the

earliest hour and in all seasons to offer his Mass at the altar of Mary,

He ceased this custom only 'Jvhen his tottering steps could no longer support

him.

CHAPTER 14.

It \vas the mUle with religious persecutions as vlithother scourges

which afflict the earth, leaving wreckage in their wake. Men, the victim

of the disaster, needs extraordinary energy and courage to begin again

the work thus ruined.

After 25 years of labours in the face of continuous difficulties,

and just at the moment when an era of prosperity seemed to be dawning, in

one single day, Father Chevalier saw his cherished Congregation threatened

with annihilation by the Revolution. His religious were brutally ejected

from their monasteries by unjust decrees, and were driven on the road to

exile. Certa.inly, as we have just seen, he took every means in his povver

to assure to all a shelter against the tempest, but who would come to their

aid in a strange land? \Vho would supply the means necessary for their

keep? Did he possess the essential resources for the urgent expenses of
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the moment? ~Vhat hopes had he for the future? Such are the anguished
questions which tear at the heart of a father separated from his endanger­
od family.

Father Chevalier probably experienced all ,this painful disquietude~

but never did we hear from his lips one word which could give any suspicion
of it, and his writings show no trace of anxiety for the future. He had
founded his Congregation on confi'dence in' Him vTho gives to the sparro\v
the little grain that it needs, to the grass of the field the drop of dew
necessary for its growth, and never from the first moment had Divine Prov­
idence abandoned him. He would have thought himself ungrateful if he had
not practised in all simplicity thereoommendation of Our Lord"to' His
Apostles: "Be not solicitous for your life, what you shall eat; nor for
your body \vhat you shall wear. Your Heavenly Father knoweth that you have
need of all these things." His vvonderful confidence ,vus: not deoeive4.

But though he placed himself entirely in the hands of Providenoe,
both as regards himself and his confreres, he did not forget that fore­
Sig11t must be one of the qualities of a "vise SUperior, and that it hannon­
ises well with holy abandonment.

Let us look into the work of the prudent Founder.

Before the expulsions, the Congregation counted seven houses: two at
Issoudun, the Mother-house which served the Basilica and the preabyterY9
the residence of the Archpriest and his curates; then Cheza1-Benoit, st.
Gerand-le~Puy and Arles-en-Provence, a small house founded scarcely six
yea.rs; and finally the house in Rome and at Viatorto\vn, in the United
stutes. This latter, founded in 1877, was still of little importance.
In F~lnce, the persecution had just closed four of these houses. Only
the presbytery of Issoudun had been spared. Father Chevalier resolved
to compensate for these ruins as soon as possible by making foundations
in other~neighbouringcountries. A few foundations outside of France
'.Ivould prepare a nevv field of activity for the zeal of the missionaries,
and in case of need would provide houses of refugeo Hence, Father Cheval..
ier determined to commence an establishment in Spain and another in England.
These enterprises Were not without difficulties, but this did not discon­
cert the valiant Founder. Thus tovlTarda the end of 1880., when the persecu.t­
ion was at its height he set about these foundations which were a great
help when the law of 1901 against Religious Congregations was put into
full force.

Vl1hilst Father Chevalier Was striving to repair the ruins caused by
the p'ersecution in France, Adorable Providence was preparing a solace for
his apostolic soul. Amongst all the works in which he longed to engage
his religious, that of preaching the Gospel to the infidel "vas o'ne of the
dearest to his heart. It is written in the Constitutions; flOur little
Society prop'os'es also to spread the faith amongst the infidels. May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be every\i\There lovedl 11
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He used t·o exhort us ardently to be always "prepared, a6~ording

to our strength, to exeroise all sorta of ministries, in Whatever part
of the world decided upon by the Sovereign Pontiff or the Superior G~er-­

al." And finally,. that none of us might be ignorant of the virtues
exaoted by the apostolate and the sacrifices it demands, he adds: "That
we may accomplish these missions, with success, it is absolutely necess­
ary that those who are sent there be strong in virtue, that they possess
an invincible strength of soul, and that they be unshakeably rooted and
founded in their vocation. Let them be prepared to suffer all for the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the salvation of souls. Let them be ready to
accept hunger, thirst, poverty, perils, persecutions and even death if
necessary." (Const. Ch. 11, Art.lI.)

Heroio dispositions indeedl They demand high virtue. But they are
given by the Holy Spirit to every apostle called by God to this sublime
ministry, and if he responds faithfully to his vocation, they develop to
such a degree as to be the admiration of angels and of men. Those who
read the touching aocounts of the missions will be convinoed of this.

In tracing so finmly the portrait of an apostle to the infidels,
Father Chevalier reveals his own sentiments regarding the Missions, and
at the same time his desire tases his Congregation employed in this
difficult apostolate. Let us not forget that our Constitutions were
written during the first years of the Society, and they had been presen­
ted for the approbation of the Congregation of Bishops and Regulars at
the beginning of 1869, that is to say, nearly twelve years before the
immense vicariates of Melanesia and Micronesia were confided to our
Society.

To'\tlTurds the end of 1ilarch, 1881, a few months after the closing of
the French Houses, Father Chevalier received from Rome a letter written
in the name of the Sovereign Pontiff, and signed by Cardinal Simeoni,
Prefect of Propaganda:

Rome,
25th March, 1881.

Very Reverend bather~

For many years the Vicariate of New Guinea has been vaoant, for lack
of a Religious Congregation to take charge of it.

The Holy See is keenly interested in this important country where
there is no Catholic mission, and ~here nevertheless Dore than Protestant
minister is spreading error. Knowing the zeal with which your. paternity
and t'he members of your Congregation are animated for the spread of our
holy religion, the Holy Father would see \vith great pleasure the Mission­
aries of the Sacred Heart take charge of evangelising this vast country.
I am not unaware that for the realisation of this great project much time

-and patience will be necessary.
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But for the moment it is only a question or sending a few priests

of your COl:lgregation, who \iTould take care of the spiritual interests of

the Catholios of the colony of New France, already established there.

At the same time, they could seek the means of establishing a 'mission,

and could watch over the rest of the Vicariate which, as I have said,

has been vacant for aome time.

I have the firm confidence that your Paternity will accept "Jvith

pleasure the proposition made in this letter."

Y&9 indeed, Father Chevalier did receive the Cardinal's proposal

with immense pleasure.. It responded so perfeotly to his long-felt hopes.

But Wflat an arduous and frightening task this \vas, offered to the little

Congregation, still so wenkand in the throes of a frightful persecution'

Would it not be unpardonable temerity to accept such a mission, whioh

other Congregations, more powerful nnd more numerous than ours had been

forced 'to abandon? These reflections and many others were uppe~ost in

the minds of the venerated Father's confreres. As for himself he would

l'j':-ve gladly consented to the desires of the Holy See, convinced that

this desire came from God Himself, and that despite of the insufficiency

of the :tl:':':9--bruments he deigned to use, Divine Wisdom would know how to

succeed. HO"J"ever, in oonsideration of his counsellors, he oharged one

of-them to draw up. in his name a reply to the Cardinal's letter, making

kno~vn the state of the Society and its inadequaoy for the proposed work,

and adding that he '\ivould conform to the Cardinal's decision in the mutter.

Without delay, Cardinal Simeoni replied that we must bow before the

desire of the Holy Father ~17hose vliIl was formal. This letter ended all

hesitation; we accepted unanimously. The will of the Pope is not dis­

cussed, it is obeyed with simplicity. Better that the Congregation sho,uld

perish than that his will should be resisted. On the following 16th April,

Father Chevalier addressed his acceptation to the Cardinal. His letter

expresses so clearly the habitual disposition of his soul, that we have

pleasure in quoting it:

Most Eminent Cardinal,

The proposition which the Holy See deigns to make to by by your

intermediary honours us as much as it frightens us. We were far from

expecting that the Holy See would cast its eyes on the humble Missionaries

of the Sacred Heart in order to confide to them this imp,ortnnt mission.

To undertake the evangelisation of New Guinea and the neighbouring arch­

ipelagos is assuredly a task far above our strength. The manners of' the

natives, their savage character, their difficult languages, the climate

of these equatorial countries, all suggest to us the most laborious of

apostolate.

The official letter which Your Eminence paid me the honour of writing

me in order to transmit the wish of the Holy Father bears the date of

25th }1[arch. This date is significant. It is the date chosen by Heaven

to amilounce the news of salvation through the Incarnate Word. It is also
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the day that Pope Leo XIII has chosen to propose to us, through his
faithful messenger, the Missions of Melanesia.

After the example of ~Jary, \ve have mo.de kno1ivn our great in(ldequo.cy
and our legitimnte anxiety. Since, in spite of these sincereavo"lJals,
Your Eoinence says to us in 'the "vords of the o.ngel, "Fear not. Accept
the offer. The Holy Spirit vvill be vfith you and the po\ver of the Most
High will overshadovvyou," vile bOVi respectfully and, vvith the Virgin of
Nnzaret11, our humble Congregation replies; "Behold the handmaid of the
LordJ be it done unto me acoording to Thy Word. 1t And vvith st. Peter:
"At Thy word I'viill let dovITn the net."

On the 14th May the Cardinal, in his own name and in that of the Pope,
congratulated Father Chevalier on his generous resolutions. He added:
ttFor the time being, it is sufficient that a few missionaries go to the
Vicariate."

~Vhat \Vo.s this Vicariate for which the Holy Father asked Et few miss­
ionaries? We find the answer to this question in the Annals of August,
18~i4o VI/e cannot do better than reproduce it.

ItAt the very tine \vhen our little Society vITas being founded at
Issoudun \i\Tith the firm resolution of sharing the Church's combat against
the darkness and corruption of paguniS1!l, oiving to the oruelty of the
savages and the oountless difficulties met with on these inhospitable
shores, two large Vicariates Apostolic of Oceania had lost the generous
Missionaries who wore bringing to them the light of faith and the benefits
of religion.

The demon alone remained master of the field of battle. And what·
a battle field it vtTasS The Vicariate of Micronesia Vias 4,500 miles
long by 1050 miles wide, and that of Melanesia was 2400 miles long by
900 wide, In all, 1600 islands and a great distance apart!"

Such was the field vlThich tile rk'iissionaries of the Sacred Heart vvere
oalled upon to opon up and to cultivate. To undertake this task which
v/QuId have required many legions of apostles ,the Congregation could
eup~y only three priests: Father Joseph Fernand Durin, superior of the
vvhO'le mission, 1Jvhose health was exhausted by the long and 4ifficult
voyage, and above all by the excessive heat of those latitudes, and who
was forced to return to Europe before he had set foot on tho Mission;
Father Louis Andre Navarre, ,vho bocame the first Vicar Apostolic of New
Guinea, and Father Theophile Crarnaille, the first priest from the Apost­
ilic School who died in the Red Sea on the 22nd September, 1896, as he
was returning to Franco to renew his strength after 15 years of privat­
ions and apostolic labours.

These three generous apostles set out, accompanied by two Lay~Broth~

era. Leo XlII blessed their holy expedition, and said to their superior,
as he knelt at his feet: UGo without tear. It is the Church who sends
you. God will bless your devotedness."
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Fortified by the Holy Father's blessing and full of oonfidence in
his promises, they will go u\vithout fear." Nothing viiIl be able to .
daunt their ardour for the salvation of the souls oonfided to them by
the Churoh. Privations and sUfferings will be countless; dangers of all
sorts will increase under their footsteps; obstacles overcome will un­
oeasingly rise up again but, under the eye of God and for His love, they
will undertake the lTlTork they have been commissioned to found.

on 1st September, 1881, all £'ive embarked on the boat which -vvas to
oarry them towards the land of their apostolate. Alael Only three reach­
ed the journey's end. As we have said, the Supe~ior of the Ddsaion was
stricken with sickness and one of the brothers had to accompany and care
tor h~ on the return journey.

Three to undertake the oonquest to the Gospel of a Whole worldS
What will they do~ A vain question which did not in the least occupy our
intrepid apostles. On arriving, their first thOUght is one of gratitude.
They sing the "Magnifioat" in thanksgiving.

It had taken them thirteen months to crOBS the ocean and reaoh their
journeySs end. They had left on 1st September, 1881 and did not arrive
until the 29th September 1882. On Ootober 3rd followil1g, Father l~avarre

wrote to Father Chevalier announcing their arrivall His letter begins with
these significant vv'ordsl "We have arrived at lastl" There follo\v the
details of the trip from Sydney to Beridni, Blanche Bay, New Brituin.
Then he adds: "The banner of the Saored Heart of Jesus, blessed by Leo
nll before our departure, is at last planted on this Papuan soil. We have",
taken possession of these barbarous oountries in the name of this Adorable
Heart, Who wishes to reign by love over these poo.r savages; in the name
of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, glorious Protectress of all the abandon­
ed; and in the name of the Holy See, \vho deigned to 00 nfide this mission
to us."

Under these modest lines, oan we not sense the beating of the heart
of an apostle, burning with love for the souls of the natives whom he has
come to snatch from the darkness of error, and lead to the Heart of Jesus?
In setting foot on this land, his only desire is to submit all its inhabit­
ants to the sweet and light yoke of the Sav,iour, and to mD.ke of them
devoted sons of Holy Churoh, and elect of Heaven.

A quarter of a. oentury has passed by since then. After t\venty five
years, What has the ,york of our three first missionaries become? Today,
in 1908, we find four flourishing Vioariates Apostolic, three governed by
bishops, named Vioars Apostolic, and one by a SUperior. Eaoh of these
Vicariates comprises numerous stations oonfided to the care of missionary
priests, having with them lay br~thers, native oatechiats, and often
Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart for the girls' schools, the
siok, and the native women.

We also find an immense Prefeoture Apostolio organised in the same
manner and to which we hope. the Pope will soon give a Vioar Apostolic.
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The Pope's blessing has oaused this sterile earth to bear f'cruit.
His words have bee~ fully realised. God has blessed the devotedness of
His apostles. They have given generously their labours and their sufter­
ings ,and "..the Heart of Jesus has spread over these desolate regions the
Treasures of His infinite mercy.

qHAPTER 15.

At the time of the expulsions of 1880, when Father Chevalier trans­
ferred the Novitiate to Holland, he had in view, not only to prooure a
refuge where the novices in solitude and peace oould finish their relig~

ious formation, his gaze rested on wider horizons. Holland appeared to
him as good soil vihere the faith was deep'ly rooted and bearing great frui. t~
From the beginning, the Association of OUr Lady of the Saored Heart had ~

been established thore in a vvay that \vas providential.

In 1866, with the approval of the Bishop of Ruremonde, a confrater­
nity affiliated to the Association of Issoudun had been erected in the
Chapel of the Ursuline Nuns of Sittard, Dutch Limbourg. This was a humbl~

beginnil1g. It was limited to a boarding 6011001 and a Convent. Thanks to
the zeal of the Ursuline Nuns, the devotion soon spread to the dioceses of
the LOVi Countries, to Belgian Limbourg, Rhenish prussia and even further.

On the 11th December, 1873, in the Ursuline Chapel, Monsignor Paredis,
Bishop of Ruremonde, crowned the statue of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart in~

the name of Pope Pius IX. At that time the Confraternity of Sittard
numbered four million associates "in Holland and the neighbouring countries~

Father Chevalier concluded his discourse on that oocasion, vlith these '
vvords~

ttAlready, your sanctuary with its exvotos lios~become a centre of numerr
ous pilgrimages but it is too small for the large crowds which I see .
kneeling so fervently at the Feet of Our Blessed Lady. I feel that I ~
spenking on behalf of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart when I ask you today,
in Her name, to erect a larger shrine, more in ,keeping\vith the extraordinr
ury grovITth of tlle Association in your rich and generous country." ;

This desire of our Father V/O..S promptly, realised~ That same day,
vlTith the Bishops approval, a. subscription list was opened and many gener"
CUS'; offerings receivedo Some years later the neViT sanctuary ,vas opened
to the 'faithful. Whon seven years afterwards the novices were expelled from
France and sought refuge in Holland,they could admire the monument of
faitb and love erected to the glory of Our Lady of the Sacred -Heart,. This
vvas a great consolation for them_:Prostrate at the feet of the Madonna,
orownedas at Issoudun inb· iname of the grent Pius IX, their "Founder and
Father,'" they prayed fervently that their powerful Protectress would
assist them in their new nome and bless their benefactors.
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After what Father Chevalier had heard and seen during the 'feast of
the Crowning - those days of triumph for the Immaculate Virgin, he was
convinced that Our Lady of the Sacred Heart had herself prepared a new
field in which to exercise their zeal. And so, vvhen the hour of trial
sounded, he had not hesitated to direct the novices, towards this blest
land. It was a ren~rkable thing that amongst the novices of that time
there were some from Holland, all born in the diocese in which Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart had chosen to establish Her glorious pilgrimage.

We marvelled at-this coincidence, arranged with a delicate attention
by Divine Providence. Father Chevalier vvho had been greately impressed
by the strength of faith of these Oath.olic people and \vho had seen iJvith
his own eyes their confidence in, and love for Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart concluded, not vvithout reason, tllat if She had already chosen pr'iv­
ileged souls to be consecrate-d to itle Heart of Her Son, it \vas because
this tender Mother was holding in reserve many workers of the Gospel for
the day when he would be able to establish his work in this region so rich
in saintly vocations. These conclusions proved true.

Fror~ J.882, the little house at Gera near the Seminary \ivhere the
novices l1ad been so charitably \iilelcoLfled, had become too small. AlSO,
Father Chevalier was anxious about the outlook for his Apostolic School

. at Issoudun. He feared, and rightly so, that the students might be sudden­
ly expelled from the refuge which his firesight had provided for them.
Far from abating, the storm aroused against the religious Congregations
was growing more threatening. Under the influence of these fears, Father
Chevalier VlI'ote to the Superior of the ~Jovitiate: tiThe Apostolic School
is no longer secure at Issoudun. At any mOlnent novv, "ve luight receive the
order to send our boys home to their parents. Look for a house where you
could r~ceive them with the novices and scholastics. Hurry as we have no
time to lose. tt

This order troubled terribly the Superior to Tvvhom it vvas given. Like
all vveak souls, 7(- he saw rising up axound him insurmount£tble difficulties.
He wanted to obey, but could he manage it. Above all could he competently
direct these three works of which he would have charge? He was already
feelil1..g so kee:nly the weight of responsibilities VJl'1ich the direction of
the Novitiate imposed on him.

At this time of perplexity he received a letter from one of his former
penitents, - a chosen soul - seeking counsel. At the end of his reply he
added, "Pray much for an affair concerning SQuls, and about vvhich I am
greatly troubled. Pray to Father Vandal that I may obtain thelight which
I lack. n 'llhis person had great confidence in Fath.er Vandel, VJl10 had died
in the odour of sanctity five years before and to whom, she felt, she owed
many favours. On t he other hand, she had no means whatever of knovling
vvhat the pro jects tnTere that were recommended to her~, prayers and she lived

-r
Probably the humble Father Piperon is referring to himself.
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far from Issoudun. A second letter arrived a sb.ort time after with this
message: "Father Vandelhas charged me to 'Jvrite; and tell you that you
must have nd anxiety. !h~...!p'£stolic .§chool~.\vill .. su,c;ceeg. u

These words calmed all the Superiorts fears. From then on he set
himself \vith confidehce to the ~'lrork imposed on him. Henceforth no·thing
disconcerted him in spite of all the difficulties which arose. He had
the assurance that God wanted this work. The Heart of Jesus could make
it succeed in spite of the incapacity of the instrument He deigned to use.

In the month of October follovlTing the house VLfaa prepared. The novices­
and scholastics took possession of it, and a short time after the boys
arrived. It 'Nas an old f~J.ctory, long since abandoned, and was situated
at Tilbourg in the district of Veldhoven. In a few months it was tr8ns~

formed into a monastery. There was oertainly nothing about its sorry
appearance to flutter the exigiencies of nature. Its poverty was extreme,
but at least it served to carry on the vvorks of the Congregation. The
future was assured.

Three years had scarcely passed by before Father Chevalier was think­
ing of a 118Vl foundation. This had become necessary as the 110use at Til­
bourg ,vas no longer large en~Jugh. This time the zealc~ Founder turned
his thoughts towards Belgium. He was convinced that the Catholics there,
who right from the outset welcomed the devotion to Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart '\ivith such great joy and love would also welcome a house of ~Aission­

arias.

He was not mistaken. The house was founded at Borgerhnut in Anvers.
Father Bontemps '\liTho was then at Issoudun '\ivas put in charge of this ne1JV
foundation, and beoame its first superior. But Divine Providence reserved
this dear Father for u more important ~Ork, fur more difficult and peril­
ous than the foundution of a house in n civilised country. He was destined
to found n ne"v mission, that of the Gilbert Archipeligo.

He stayed only n few months at Anvers. Father Chevalier yielding
to his repeated requests, permitted him to set out for Sydney Whence,
after a short time, he departed for the Gilbert Islands. After a long
and difficult voyage, mcde more difficult by the luck of regular shipping
between Sydney and this archipelago, he arrived and wrote to Father
Chevalier on the 8th Iv1o.y, 1888: "We landed at Nonouti, and vlTentto Tapuaki,
a name \JVhich means 'the boly place'. The inhabitants, to the number of '
about tV\TO hundred, gave us a good vlTeloome." 'VVith Father Bontemps were
Fa.ther Joseph Leray, today Vicur Apostolic, and Brother Conrad ~Veber ...
three in nIl, like the three first missionaries who, five years before,
hud taken possession of the inlmense vicariates of Melanesia and Micronesia
on which the Gilbert Archipeligo depends.

Father Chevalier \ivatched the Congregation's progress in the North
with gratitude. He wanted the new house at Anvers to be large, so that it
could receive the vital vlorkers of our Society: the two novitiutes·,thD.t
of the Lay-Brothers and that of the students for the priesthood; a schcj:l-
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asticnte for students in philosopby and theology;· and n sohool for the

Apostolic School boys of Belgium and Germuny. He wanted Anvers o.lso,

to .become a. Seminary for our missions, vvhich were developing rapidly, and

oontinually needing new subjects. The house of Tilbourg was to keep its

ovM prosperous Apostolic School.

Alrendy \116 vlTere beginning to teel the merciful aotion 0 r the Heart

of Jesus VlIho, according to the designs of His Divine VVisdom wns choosing

His apostles from the various nations for the propagation of the Gospel.,

Germany at that time was casting covetous eyes on New Britain and the

surrounding islunds.* These islands have, since thao, become the Bismnrk

Archipelago, . and NevIT Br!tnin became NevlT Pomeraniu. Father Chevalier who

was wutching these events thanked OUr Lndy of the Saored Heart for having

prepared in advance Germnn subjeots to continue the work of evangelisation

so heroically commenced by his three first missionaries. It is very

probable that if the Missionaries of the Sncred Heart had not been estab­

lished in New Britain when the Ge~an ships brought the first Governor

of the Bismnrk Archipelago, they would never have entered there. Also,

if they had not been able to supply German subjeots they would have found

it vory difficult to maintain themselves there·. From this arose the

foundatiOl1. of a German province. This was n second province to be formed.

The first was that of the North comprising the houses of Holland

and Belgium, and erected on the 5th May, 1894. To this provinoe is attach~

ad the Prefecture Apostolic of Dutch Ne'Jv Guinea and the Kei Islands vvhetheJ;

its first missionaries set out in the uuturm'l of 1903.

Amongst the numerous difficulties ot the zisaions of, Ocoai1ia,~vie .... '~.t~\.

con give first plc.ca to the luck of regular and frequen~ cormnunicntion

with civilised countries. The majority of the inhabitants are natives.

They live miserably from day to day, by hunting or fishing or on native

fruits. They knovlT no trade. They cannot settle do\vn to- a.ny permanent vvorl',

unless it isa matter of extreme necessity. And so, when the missionaries:

arrive in these ·oountries, they are in danger of dying of misery and

hunger unless they cnn supply themselves with all thait they need" food,

olothing, tools and many other indispensable things. They must also

~*' VVhen our missionaries landed·in this territoy, it belonged to ...#

European Country. Father Cllovalier·."suggested to the French Go·vemment

that his missionaries should officially take possession of it in the

name of France. The reply given to him "vas: U\fe have enough Colonies."

Thus Germany, more ~lide awake, herself got possession of what promised

to became a rich and flourishing colony. This time, as on many other

occasions, the Evil Spirit, in inspiring the Frenoh Government with this

disdainful reply, had made a mistake. For if New Britain had become a

French Colony, the foundation of the mission would have been impossible.
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arrange soma means of renewing their PrOVi8ioRS·"rroJif·t~eto t~a. ; So
the mission must be connected with some large port where po-ate call
regularly. Hence also, the need of having a Procure vlith a }\.[ission
Procurator at suoh a port.

Our first missionaries set out in 1881, destined by the Holy See
f'or-'tbe' free oolony of Nail France, and'they counted on the boat of that
colony to keep them in supplies. Th~s illusion 'Vias short--lived. They
soon learned of the oomplete ruin of the colony, and the dispersion
of the colonists.

Under these ne"v conditions our daar missionaries found that a Prooure
at Sydney was indi~pensable. And they felt this necessity more keenly
when, nine months after their arrivei.l, on the 27th June, 1883, vvithin
half an hour their palm leaf house and all its contents went up in names.
They had nothing left, soaroely even enough clothing.. The fire which took
thom by surprise in the night, burnt everything.

Three months later, on the 21st September, Father Navarre, who at
last had managed to get a boat to Sydney, vvrote to Father Chevalier: ftVve
are ruinedl May the Saored Heart be praisedl The flames devoured our
dwelling and absolutely all that we possess, loc~ving us almost nothing
to wear on a cold night. But this has not weakened our perseveranoe, our
invincible trust in the Sacred Heart, or our oonfidenoe in the suooess of
our mission, oommenoed viith such difficulty. The help of God is above
all." On the 4th Ootober, Father Navarre oompleted bis letter. He wrote:
"Here we are at Sydney after four weeks D.t sea•••• I "vvill wait here for
the arrival of our now oonfreres whose help will be very useful to us.
Send us as much as you can by these Fathers, for we have nothing left ~

no books, no vestments or sacred vessels. I would also like a statue of
OUr Lady of the Saored Heart. tI

The heroic apostle had to wait almost a year before the help, so
urgently needed, arrived. France was so far awayl .

At the first news of the disaster the mission procurator, then resid­
ing at Sydney, had provided for the most urgent needs of the Missionaries.
From then on it was decided to establish a procure there. To facilitate

. this foundation, Cardinal Moran, always so devoted to our missions, con­
fided a parish to our Fathers. On 4th February, 1885, Father Navarre
wr<J'te from Sydney to Father Chevalier: "Vvith Fathers Couppe and Verius,
I visited the Cardinal and thanked him for the parish which he had just
offered to us. He wishes to confide it to Father Couppe who will keep
vlith him two of our Sisters to open a school. At the same time, Fnther
Couppe will be procurator of the mission.

On the 25th July of this same year Cardinal Moran deigned to write
to Father Chevalier from Rome where he had gone to pay his homage to the
Sovereign Pontiff. This letter is so full of kindly interest, that we
will quote the ohief passages. The Cardinal oongratulated Father Che~a1­

ier on having aooepted "with such courage and confidence in the Sacred
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Heart, the immense ant difficult vicariates of Melanesia ahd Micronesia.,

VJhich had been vacant for more than a qtlarter of a century.n The·n he .

added: ,ttI myself have witnessed the spirit of faith and the constancy

of Father Nava~re, the Superior of the mission, and his worthy confreres.

I thought the best favour I could show them would be to offer them a

shelter in Sydnoy, so as to be able to establish their Procure, and a't the

same time to provide them vlith a parish in my diocese."

The Cardinal's offer was aocepted gratefully. The missionaries

became established at Botany Bay. When he confided to them this small

Parish, the Cardinal had said to them smilingly: "Courage, Fathers: You

will have much -to do~ but this is a parish which will suit you, for you

will find in it a souvenir of France and the tomb of a French priest." *

The t\VO Fathers appointed .. to this parish certainly did need courage.

There was only a poor tiny church far from the to'\im, to \vhi ch a priest

had come from time to time to celebrate ~1fass and .administer the sacrament.s •

The humble pal'ish possessed neither pr~, nor pastor, nor schools

for the children. The t,\;vo Fathers took up the task generously and d.id

their best. But Botany Bay could not become the mission procure. It was

too far (it~t from the oity and the harbour. It oould be only a temporary­

estublisrwant.

The Cardinal realised this. And so, es soon as the Parish of Rand­

wick Which was nearer the city become vacant, he confided its adminis~rat­

ion to the Missionaries. They rebuilt the church and dedicated it to Our·

Lady of the Sacred Heart, enlarged thepresbytery, and founded schools.

Randwick becrume the Mission Procure until Australia was ereoted into a

Province on 8th December, 1905. From then on, the procure was established

in a house specially appointed for the psrvice of the Missions, and direct­

ly under the Superior-General.

However, the missions did not absorb all the attentions of Father

Founder. He saw with great consolation the number of his religious

increase. Although removed far from France, the novitiate became more

and more flourishing. To the subjects who came from France were added

thoso from Holland, Belgium, Germany, Ireland, England, Italy and oven

Spain.

V/hen he blesse.d the first departures for Melanesia, Pope Leo XIII

had said: nYouwilJ: need many missionaries. t1 The desire of this gr8~nd

Pontiff was realised. The Heart of Jesus was choosing apostles from amongst

the various Catholic nations to establish His reign in the distant islands

where He was still unknown.

* The souvenir of France to which the Cardinal alluded \vas the monument

erected by the French Government on a headland dominating the sea in

honour of La Perouse, and the priest waS Father Receveur, a Franeiscan,

Who came in the expedition of La Perouse, and who die d at Sydney in 1788.
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Father C11evalier follovved with admiration and profound gratitude this
vvork of grace in souls from som.qny different countries. He wanted to
neglect nothing to encourage and develop it as much as possible. It was
a powerful means put within his reach by the Sacred Heart Himself to sprQad
in all countries the kno\vledge and love of this Divine Heart and to bring
8~bout the realisation of the cherished motto: n~Aay the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be Everywhere Loved1 n

In the midst of the most difficult trials he had hoped agains hope,
and now the Heart of Jesus was recompensing the unshakeable confidence
of His apostle - placing under his direction apostolic workers from differ­
ent countries and of different languages , as if to say to him, nFear not.
Labour without losing confidencet I will reign in spite of ~Jly enemies.n

Father Chevalier's first Care vvas to re-establish, in so far as
circumstances would permit, the Community of the Sacred Heart at Issoudun~

Before the expulsions 9 he had founded, in accord with the lavvs. and Univer­
2 :Lty regulations, an establishment for the secondary instructions of boys
oi.:r.8 surrounding district. In spite of the persecutio11, this school
remained open. The boys of the Apostolic School \¥ere admitted to it, first
as day rrupils, then as boarders. vvith their professors. TIle Community was
thus rc:'nstated, and could support itself in spite of muCll administrative
llred tape" VJhich Father Chevalier kne\1\J half: to overcome. A fe\v ye ars later,
the seals put on the doors of the Basilica became worn out and fell off.
From then on it \vas possible to enter and say Mass. And a short time
after, to the great joy ofthe faithful of Issoudun and of the pilgrims,
the cere Il10nies were held there as in the past. If the local administration
was just as intolerant, Father Chevalier found more good\vill in hifgh
places, and he knew how to use it with prudence and moderation in-order to
maintain and develop his works for the growth of his Congregation.

And so, in 1885, he established a residence in Paris, and a few years
later, one e..t Vichy in the diocese of ~noulins, and then a mission procure
at ~brseilles. In 1889 he sent a few missionaries to take possession of
the College of Canet-de-Mar, a province of Barcelona in Spain. In 1890,
at the suggestion of Monsignor Marchal, he occupied the old abbey of
Chezal-Benoit. In my, 1894, he established the Province of the' Nortl+,
a.nd three years after, that of Germany. In 1896, he opened a novitiate at
Kensington, Sydney, for the Australian Province. Then came the houses of
st. Albans and of Braintree in England, that of Natick in the United States
of America, and finally, in 1900, that of Quebec in Canada. In the same
year the Italian houses of Rome, Florence and Omengnal, in the diocese of
Novare, were erected into a Province. Let us add to these foundations the
frequent ·despatch of new workers for the Missions to replace those who had
fallen by the way or ~o increase the number of stations in proportion to
the progress of the apostolate in these regions, and we can form some idea
of the labours of Father Chevalier to his extreme old age.
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At the time of his death then, the 21st October.'). 1.9QT, .f:l-te Congreg­
ation was divided into five provinces; tha.t of France, s 0 terr1.~·~y:ae'Vac'ta-t_

by persecution, thOSH of the North, of Germany and of "Italy and finally
the Australian Province erected on 9th December, 1905.

fro the French Province vvaeeo:nfided the tVJO Vicariates Apostolic O'f
British New Guinea and the Gilbert Islands whic"h are both governed by a
Vicar Apostolic.. To the GernIan Province belonged the Vicariates of New
Pomerania and the Marshall Islands. The Prefecture Apostolic of Dutch
Nev'J Guinea \vas founded by the Province of the North, and the Australian
Province provided for the needs of the diocese of Victoria and Palmerston.

These five large and difficult missions produced great fruits of
salvation. Sufferings, trials and privations of all sorts abounded, but
the blessings of the Heart of Jesus sustained the Missionaries in their
heroic sacrifices and devotedness and filled them with consolation. !m i~

not the missionary's most perfect joy and highest ambition to open heaven
to the SQuls whom he evangelises? His heart, like the Heart of Jesus Who
S8l1clS him, is consumed with the desire of saving souls. On seeing the
growth of his Congregation, and learning of the success amongst the pagans
of his valiant missionaries, our venerated Father was fil1edvvith <J9~P joy,
It was to him a sweet consolation in the midst of his keen sufferings and '
also amid the numerous trials occasioned him by the apparent annihile..tion
of his works in France. Deep down in his soul he cherishe d the firm con­
fidence th~3.t time V\Tould see t he humiliation of the persecutors. Then from
amid the ~uins causerl by them there W0111d be reborn the holy V>lorks VJ11ich
they thought to have annihilated forever. Must not the Heart of Jesus reign
and be known throughout the whole earth, and be everywhere lovedl ••••••••• ~

CFAPTER 16.

Father Chevalier's last years were an uninterrupted series of poignant
sufferings of body, of soul and of heart. To the many infirmities of old
age, WIlich in his case "lJere very painful and greatly prolonged, VJere added
the persecutions from without \~Thich haet been ragin[s furiously" for long
years agains~~Congregation and his vvorks, employing every l11eans to
annihilate tlle m.

But all these trj_bulations did not shake the strong soul v'lhom they
attacked. He welcomed them as he had al~~ys accepted trials, with a comp­
lete and humble submission to the \~ill of God. He united t11em lovingly
with the unspeakable sufferings of Our Divine Redeemer, in reparation for
his own sins and those of the souls confided to him. Many times we heard
him say, HI arn only a poor sinner who deserves a thousand tinles more suffer­
ing for my countless infidelities. Happy shall I be if, in His mercy, my
Sovereign Judge deigns to accept ffi¥ sufferings, to purify me from all my
stains .tt
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The thought of death vIas ever present'to him and he prepared forii;.
One day about four years before his death - he called to him his 'successor,
to speak "vith him of our works, t;o give him counsels and rec offilnendat:Lons,
and reveal to him his last wishes. As senior religious, .1 vias present.
It vvas a solemn moment, tou'ching beyond expre ssion. The holy old man was
sitting in his arm c11air in the state of extrerne weakness. His fa.ce,
emaoiated by' long and c~el sUffe:ring, ref'.l.ected the pallor of dea.th which
see<med. near. As \ve looked ·athi:m"we oo·uld soarcely restrain our tears ..­
Then, in full possession of his faculties ,he spoke calmly to us of his
;last hour vlhich he thought had arrived. Then vvith an astonishing lud-'idity
in view of l1is age, he outlined the needs of the Congregatiorl il1the
contemporary crisis, the dangers to which it v'Vas exposed, and the means to
be take n to safeguard it. He pointed out the means of' f'ostering and develo-p­
ing among uS the practices of devotion to the Sacred Heart accolL'di.!Jg to our
vocation; love of our rule; and fidelity to all the duties of religious
life.

Under each of his words, in everyone of his counsels, we sensed the
vibrations of his heart, and the radiation of his paternal love. At 110

time in b.is life did vtJe ever see so keen and so touching the expression
of his tender solicitude for the Congregation, and for each of its members •.

When iJve \vere retiril1g to give him a little rest after this great
effort, he said to me in a 10\v voice, "Wait, Father, I want to speak to
you alone. tt He then spol{e to me of intimate matters ,and gave me his ':~:

paternal counsel. A~d after a moment of recollection, he said in a tone
of deep emotion. "Dear Father, my end is near. At any moment God may
call nE to Hilnself. I await His hour in peace, full of confidence in the
inexhaustible mercy of the Heart of Jesus. I tell you for your consolatio~,

a few days 'ago I made a review of my vvhole life in a general confession.
Now nothing any longer disquiets IrE. I am ready to die whenever it pleases
God." And then in tones of deepest humility which moved me to the depths
of my soul, and brought tears to my eyes, he added, "I have wronged you
many times during the long years we have lived together. I have asked God's
pardon, and I firmly hope that He has granted it to me. Tell me yourself,
that you pardon me. That will be a comfort to me, a. sweet consolation
now at this hour."

In his humility our beloved Father had reversed the roles. I had
nothing to pardon him, but much to thank him for that, in his extreme
condescension and patient long-suffering, he had borne with me as one of
his religious. After God, after Our Blessed Lady, it was to him that I
owed the fact of having beell able to follovIl my vocation and to persevere in
it. Kneeling at his feet, I thanked him ft'amthe profound depths of my
heart. I begged him to pardon re all the troubles I had caused him and
a.sked him to bless me \vhich, with his usual kindliness, he did.

Such was our last interview, four years before his death. From
that time on, unfortunately, the distance of exile and the weight of
years, deprived me of the consolation of seeing him again.
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When I left him, with my soul still under the influence of his
great virtues and the perfect dispositions which he had manifeste.d, I
thanked the Heart of Jesus for having once more allowed me to witness
such things, and I said vvith St~ ~1argaret Mary, "How sweet it is to die,
after having loved all one t s life the Heart of Him 'lVho is to be our Judge."

I was the only one to whom our Father gave this testimony of deep
affection and profound humility. He acted in the same way with all ~hoBe

whom he thOl1ght he had offended. He did more tllan that: practising to the
letter the Gospel commandment to pardon injuries, he neglected no occasion
of rendering services to those who had injure.d him most. Hence those who
knevtT him intimately used to say, "If you want to obtain !:f'. favour from
Father Cl1evalier, do him an injury."

HOVv8ver, his strength declined rapidly. His infirmities increased ",: ..1
with the years, and rendered more difficult the grave obligations attach-
ed to the government of the COr1F3regation, and the administration of a
vast parish. It is true that he found in his helpers an affectionate
dev!",-:,edness and a great desire to lighten to the best of their ability
t118 heavy burden which he felt hi-s failing strength could not support.
This was a great solace to him and it rrade tlP for many of his past t~ialsf

He had suffered so muchl., ••• However, the thought of releiving himself
of at least a part of his responsibilities became each day more urgent, .
and he resolved to accomplish his design. To this end with the authoris­
ation of the Holy See, he convoked a Chapter. Before all elae, the
Capitulants were required to receive the resignation of the Father Founder,
and to elect a successor; or if they judged it· fnore advantageous to' the
·interests of the Congregation, they were to re-elect hirn.. In this latter
case, to lighten his charge, they could elect a Vicar-General, with full
right to succeed him. Thus the Holy See had decided.

The first general session of the Chapter took place on the 23rd April,
1900. Father Founder presided at it. After the prayer and the custom-
ary formalities, he asked the capitulants if it pleased them to declare
that the Chapter had been legitimately and canonically convoked and assem­
bled. All having responded in the affirmative, Father Chevalier recollec­
ted himself a moment and then read ina firm voice, the act of resignation
dra1Jln up in these terms:

"Dea.r and Beloved Fathers,
I can only confirm here what I said to you in

my circular, dated 16th July, 1899. In view of wJ advanced age, my
infirmity which, prevents me fror11 rna.king long journeys, and tIle desire of
knowing my successor, in order to initiate him into the affairs of our
dear Society, I offer you purely and simply my resignation as Superior

. General, and bog you~ my dear confreres, to have the goodness to accept it."

The Fathers of the Chapter listened to the reading of this grave
document with religious attention and 9;11 the respect due to the words of
n venerated Superior 9 who, for more than fifty years had worn himself out
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for the Congregation 9 and in the work? of a laborious apostolate, Al~

though this beloved Founder's resolution had been known since the recept­
ion of the letters convoking the Chapter, his words moved all present
to the very depths of their souls~ They would willingly and 'unanimously
have urg~d him to withdraw his resighation~ They did better, In
religious congregations, the election of a Superior is by secret ballot,­
thus to aSSUEe all entire liberty in their vote. The president therefore
proposed to the Capitulants a first ballot to say v~ther they accepted
the resignation or not.

The votes were unanimous. All. accepted it. From that moment the
Congregation waS without a Superior General, and the Chapter without a
President. The First General Assistant, Father Ramot, as v~as his right,
took provisionally the place of the resigned Superior who, consequent
upon the vote of his confreres had become a simple religious. The next
thing was to elect a·Superior-Genernl. The provisional President, in a
few earnest and well-chosen words, recalled the great morits of Father
Founder. Then hereac1 the pass8..ge of the Constitu.tions of the Society
vvhich fixed tile mode and the conditions for the election of a. Superior
General~ Vvhen all formalities vvere carefully accomplished, all l)roceed·ed
to the ballot.

When the President proclaimed that Father Chevalier had been unanim­
ously elected, all the Capitulants applauded v\1armly and VJith great joy.
Father Chevalier subraitted humbly to the decision of the Chapter which
according to his desire, gave him 9 by a ne'itV vote, a Vicar General vvith
right of succession. This was Father Arthur Lanctin.

This double election, submitted by the Chapter to t he approbation
of the Sovereign Pontiff, was confirmed by a decree of the 5th May follow­
ing. Comforted by this testin10ny of the esteem and affection of his
confreres, Father Chevalier took up again the governnlent of the Congreg­
ation with humble generos i ty. Alas, the painful events w·hich follov?ed,
di~ not permit him to keep it for long.

If it enters into the designs of the Divine Redeemer to give the
Cross lavishly to His most faithful and devoted servants that so they may
be more conformed to His suffering life, the tender affection of His
Heart also arranges for them hours of sweet joy and strengthening consol­
ation. In this \vay, His unspeakable vvisdom proportions the trials and
sufferings to 111e measure of ·our vveakness • Divine C011solations give repose
to the soul and renew· its strength for f'urther combats.

Our venerated Father often experienced this. One of his maxims,
and better still, one of his practices was that v~ must receive all from
the ,Hand of God, both consolations and afflictions, since all comes from
the same Heart of our Heavenly Father, and all must contribute to His
glory and the good of souls.
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Tlle first years of this tVl7entieth Century \v11ich commenced in suffer-:
ing for our Father, brought also trl18 joys. On the 18t·~.lVf..arcl1, ti8 acsist­
ed at the episcopal consecration of one of his missionaries. This was
the fifth since he had accepted~ 'N:l.th 81.1Ch generous confidence, the immen­
se vicariates of Melanesia and Micronesia. The first had been Monsignor
l\Tavarre the intrepid nrr1 valiant apostle \vho, vvith a single priest
Father Cramaille and a Lay-B~other Brother Fromm had undertaken the
conquest of the Gospel of those countless oceanic populations. Consecrat­
ed at Issoudun on 30th November, 1887, he has remained at his post for
more than a quarter of a century, in spite of labolrrs, sufferings and
illness. This venerable septuage~rian (he was born on 2n~ February,
1836,) had lost nothing of his apostolic zeal, nor his ardour for souls,
but he felt his strength abandoning him after twenty ,six years of toil in
a killing climate and, in the great interest he bore his mission? he
wished to share his pastoral charge with a younger and more energetic
co-adjutor.

In April, 1889 , His Holiness, Leo XlII, had named as Vicar Apostolic
of lJcvv Pomerania, D/lonsignor Stanislaus Henry Verius. This young apostle­
he had sca~cely completed his twonty-ninth year when he received episcopal
consecration - \ivas t11e heroic missionary who, under the direction of his
superior, Father Navarre, had been the first to enter New Guinea, on the
29th June, 1885. Before embarking on this perilous expedition, he v~ote

to his Superiors in~Europe, "Father Navarre, now thinks only of Nevll
Guinea, wllere 'Vve cer'-Gqinly expect the Cross. To see I'JevJ Guinea, to vvork
much tllere and to die t ••••• n This formula in a fevJ' \vords gives us t11e
loving expression of the sentiments of this apostolic soul, and sums up
his whole life.

At the moment when Father Verius was named Vicar Apostolic of New
Pomerania, Monsignor Navarre was in an alarming state of health, and now
there was added to his sufferings the apprehensio11 of losi11f~ the best of
his missionaries, the one upon whom he rested all his hope for the future
of the mission. "Ah, H 'he said, nIf only the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda
lcnevv our needs 1H

So he addressed a request to tIle Cardinal begging him to leave in
New Guinea its first apostle, and in view of his own exhausted strength,
not to deprive him of this necessary helper~ He also asked that Monsignor
Verius be named his Coadjutor, with right of succession.

This humble petition produced the desired effect. Monsignor Verius
did not leave :Nevv Guinea. He stayed vvith the Vicar Apostolic as Coadjutor.
This was a great joy for all Port Leo, and for no one more than the humble
and saintly Coadjutor. He loved Nevv Guinea so deeply, and had worked and
suffered there so much. In seven years despite frightful difficulties
he accomplished immense work there until his death in the odour of sanctity
in the thirty-third year.
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However, the Vicariate of Micronesia had now become vacant. Father
Couppe, despite his resistance, was elected Vicar Apostolic of Micronesia,
in place of Monsignor Verius. He was consecrated in the Seminary Chapel
of the Missions at Anvers, on the 9th October, 1890. Since that time his
Vicariate has developed remarkably.

The Gilbert Archipeligo and the Ellice Islands were part of Micronesia
until the year 1897. Then, considering the rapid progress of this mission,
the Congregation of Propaganda made it a separate V~cariate and appointed
Father Joseph Leray who during the preceding eight years had laboured
there with indefatifable zeal and a rare devotedness ~s Vicar Apostolic.
He was consecrated at Nantes, l1is original diocese~'" on the 26th June, 1898.
This was the fourth bishop which our little and humble Congregation had
given to the Missions confided to it by the Church.

The fifth \vas ~~onsignor Alain de Boismenu, appointed in 1899, Coadjut­
or to ~1onsignor Ifavarre, the heroic Vicar Apostolic of New Guinea. After
the death of Monsignor Verius, seven years passed by before a successor
was appointed. However, Monsignor Navarrets strength declined each day.
Informed of this, the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda resolved to appoint
another Coadjutor. The much-loved "Father Alain, t1 as he was called, seemed
designed for the important post. After a brilliant scholasticate, he had
been a Professor at the Apostolic School for some years and :finally 118 had
set out Ior the long desired missions. His Superiors, convinced of his
great qualities had proposed l1im as successor to) ~1ons ignor Verius. On
the 18th March, 1900, he was consecrated Bishop in the Basilica of the
Sacred Heart at Montmartre. He was the first bishop consecrated in this
famous sanctuary.

Great VIas Father Chevalier 1 s consolation when one of his missionaries
~s elected to the dignity of Vicar Apostolic. His paternal heart was
stirred vvith a holy joy.

He saw in this a proof of the progress of the Gospel in the missions
confided to his solicitude, and his ardent soul, consumed with zeal for
the extension of the Kingdom of God, rejoiced thereat. He experienced
no less ,a joy in the thought that on a mission, the Bishop becomes as it
vllere the Father of the 'apostolic workers \vhom he guides and whose works
he directs. ~faust 118 not console them in their trials; strengthen them ifi
hours of weakness; foster and develop in their hearts th? life of faith ­
of piety; and sustain them by his exhortations, his counsels and his examp­
le in the practice of the virtues necessary to their sublime vocation.

Consoling and com£orting thoughts. They were, for our venerated, as
a ray of light in an obscure night, as a break in a storm: they gave repose
to his soul violerltly tortured both by suffering and by the torrible threats
to the works dearest to him.

The consecration of Monsignor Alain de Boismenu was one of his last
joys.
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CHAPTER 17.

The year 1901 broug'ht with it new and painful trials. In this
year \Vas discussed in the Chambers, the Law on Associations, which,could
more frankly be called the Law againstReligiolls Congregations. Father
Chevalier saw that, in whatever light this law vvas considered, it v/as an
attempt to stifle all religious life in France. In spite of the appearanc~

of liberalism under which it was disguised, he saw in it one of the many
links of the c:hain by whicfi the enemies of th.e Christian mrre hoped to
bind the Church in shalneful and mortal captivity. Results proved only
too well the truth of this judgment.

It is easy to conceive the poignant sorrOVl experienced by his
apostolic soul. Near tho end of his long career, this venerable old !Il.an
Sa\liT the ma.lice of men threatening to ruin the tV!O things that he loved
most in the world, the Church and his Congregation. Certainly he did not
forget that all the rage of Hell cannot prevail against the Church. Its
Divine Founder has given the assurance of this. He hoped firmly also,
t~Ht his Congregation \1lQuld triumph over this trial, but the incalculable
rl1in· that he foresaw oppressed 11is generous heart like a terrible night­
mare.

However~ the law was to be put into execution two months after its
promulgation. Amongst other prescriptions, it exacted that all Religious
Congregations, and each house depending on them, be authorised by the
Government, anl that under pain of banishment and confiscation of goods.
The ministers advised the Congregations already authorised to seek a
Tresh authorisation to obviate any irregularities which might render the
first one null. A touching solicitude, if only it had been sincere, but
it was merely a snare cleverly veiled under apparently friendly terms.

The Society of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, which had
existed already for nearly half a century, had not received the authoris­
ation of tlle Government. Henceforth, under the nevv law, no Religious
Congregation could exist in France, ~~thout the approbation of~the

Government. From this arose the alternative of the extreme agon~sJ.ng

gravity: whether to solicit this authorisation and submit to the exigen­
cies of a tyrannical legislation, based on 11atred of religion, and lvitll a
vievv to ruin the Congregations; or to take the road to exile and seek,
far from France, that fruitful and happy freedom vvhich the French Govern­
ment refused to its most devoted children.

Consulted on this matter, the Holy See left to the Superior of each
Congregation, the care and responsibility of deciding this twofold
question. Before m9.king SllCh a grave decision, Father Chevalierwhislled
the question to be "discussed by the principal members of his Congregation
residing in France.

When all were gathered together, after a fervent prayer to the Holy
Spirit, Father Chevalier explained the question clearly. In a few \vords
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he spoke of its gravity and exhorted each one to give his op~n10n freely
according to his convictions and to put forward the motives for this
decision.

When all had stated their views, and the motives supporting them,
he saw that a -large rna jority - four-fifths - opposed the request for
authorisation. "It is no use asking for what you are sure you \l\Jill not
obtain, n they said, besides, if contrary to all probability, the aut:horis­
ation were granted, it would place the Congregation under a legal servitude
nTore harmful t11an the sufferings of exile and poverty. And again, the
law giving the Government the power to withdraw the authorisation once

. given, tl1e Congregation v10uld be at the mercy of tile Government. .These
reasons, amongst others, guided our confreres in their resolution. Events
have proved only too truly that they acted: wisely.

Having proclaimed the decision, Father Chevalier added 3.n:accents
of deep sorrow that his charge of' parish priest did not permit hiln to ~;.

leave the parish \vithout the Archbishop's authorisation; that he could
not ask for this in this time of trial; and that he hoped to be able to
be useful to the Congregation by remaining at Issoudun, whilst his age
anc1 infi.rmities VilQuId only make him a burden in exile. So wllen the
moment ,came he would transmit his powers to his Vicar General, who would
from then on become 9 in. fact and by right, the Superior General and his
successor. In conculllS ion, he recommended all to place the 'Congregation
and its works with the entire confidence under the special protection
of the Heart of Jesus and Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

The weeks which followed were proIoundly sad and painful for Father
Chevalier. He employed them, in concer-tvvi'tb. J:lis Assistants, in taking
the necessary measures to safegu£t1~d, as much as poosi_bll?,- the vi-betl. works
of the Oongregation, and in assigning to his religious -their various
employrnents. But aJ.e.S·t Hovv many grave diff'iculties and unforseen hindran­
cesarose a-t the last moment, and exacted new IIBasures \vhich had to be
taken in hastel Lamentable consequenoes of the persecution, which through­
out all"France were bringing trouble and desolation to the greater
number of the Religious Congregations.

When the tiIIE came, Father Chevalier tra.nsmitted to his Vicar-General,
Father Lanctin, all his powers. Then followed the hour of separation - an
hour painful for all. And as one of us said to him by way of consolation,
uAu revoir, Father, \ve v/ill soon be returning. Tt He replied, l1Let us not
deceive ourselves. Your exile will be long, loTIger than you think. And
it is not likely that I shall see the end of it."

This was like the first stage in the sorrowful way which lay before
11im. How many other sacrifices, hovv many painful spoilation.s he still
had to undergo during these last six years of his life.
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By the 1st October of this year, :'L901, all the ~ViisG ~,;.C'~:~t:' ~:~,',,-:;;~~ of the
Sacred Heart in France had left their peaceful d'NellingE3 The Gover'nment
according to the exigiencies of tIle iniquitous law, hastened to take .
possession of all the goods of the Congregations, and to appoint officers
for their administration, until such tinE as they could sell them as
abandoned property. According to well-informed persons, our Congregation
waS in special disfavour with the Government and could not escape the
vigilance of the Masonic Lodge. Hence, all that the Congre[:sation possess­
ed, even the Basilica, was taken from its laW£ul owners, to be administer­
ed according to the sacriligeous views of the State, and one day to be
sold at public auction by way of justice.

Father Chevalier watched with profound sorrow, the sinister everits
which succeeded one another with frightening rapidity. It is useless to
enumerate them. They are but of yesterday and are still present to the
minds of all.

As for the laws agaimt-tl'le Religious Congregations - passed, as was
E,.:;t:.d vvith audacious hypocrisy, to protect the secular clergy a~gainst the
abu~J'i.\·e encroachments of the regular clergy, they vvere soon follo\~ed by
the law o~ 8Gparation of Church and State and m~ny others. Each of these
laws made a deeper wound in Father Chevalier's heart. Nevertheless this
holy old man, so weakened by age and infirmities, found in his wonderful
abandonrne nt to' the Divine Will, fre sh stre ngth to support tIle se nevv and
painful trials • "God is punishing us 9 n he tlsed to say, "Let us adore the
Marciful Hand Which strikes. He will draw good for us from these
calamities. 1t

And when the tempest which 'Vvas ragil1g with such violence tore from
his failing hands one after the other, the strong branches of the tree he
had so lovingly planted in the field of Holy Church, he did not complain,
but accused himself'. "To punish me ," he said in his spiritual testament,
"God has permitted tllat I be the butt o:f the most painful trials. u Like
the Royal Prophet, his faults were unceasingly present to his thoughts.
He deplored them in the bitterness of his soul, and accepted all that was
painful with humblo resignation.

"We knovv, it says st. Paul in his Epistle to the Romans, "that to them
that love God, all things \lVork together unto good, to such as, according
to His purpose 7 are called to be saints. For vlhom He forel{nevJ, he also
predistined to be I11e'1.de conformable to the image of His Son." This glorious
resemblance to the Word Incarnate is wrought by God Himself with jealous
care in the souls of all His elect. His grace, by the merits of His
Crucified Son, operates this \ivonder. Suffering and sacrifice are the
sacred tools employed by the Divine Worker to engrave mOI'e deeply in us
His holy Image. Vveneed not be surprised at seeing the just s11ffer, and as
their last hour approaches, their sufferings ordinarily becoming more
intense. God is t11cm completil1[~ th.e great ~.vork of sanctification. It
seems as if He is hastening to increase the merits of His elect, to raise
their virtues to perfection before crowning them. Thus He displays His
ineffable mercy and infinite tenderness towards His servants.



Our beloved Father who had consecrated his vill101e i.'TC: to tile Sacrerl
lieart , and had vvorn himself out \vith indefatigable zeal 1.n Its service,
was not exempt from this law. It was necessary that the traits of
resemblance with his Divine I\~odel be perfected in his soul.

On Calvary the Adorable Victim was nailed to the Cross in utter
destitution. Our Father must in S orne manner, and in the Ire asure willed
by God, share in this denudation of His Saviour. Founder of a Congregation
which he loved beyond all expression, he saw himself obliged, in his
extreme old age, to be separated from it. Certainly in view of a greater
good he accepted this sacrifice with his whole will, but it was none the
less crucifying. His fatherly heart could not, without pain, resign
itself to be separated so far from his family, the object of his tonderest
affection. He had seen the Basilica of the Sacred Heart closed, its
altars stripped and the sanctuary of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart deserted.

He had seen the departure. of his religious. This exile left empty
desolate the dvvelling prepared so carefully by his fatherly solicitude.

He il~:-"C~ ardently desired that this house, where his work had come to birth,
should l)r~ ;::;-t;ill'and alvvays th.9 ttTh10ther House," that is to say, the residence
of the 8\~pGrior-General and his assistants. God asked this sacrifice of
him. Henceforth, the Generalate, by force of circumstances, would be fixed
in Rome.

Helpless and with profound Sorrow in his heart, he witnessed the sale
of all those great and holy things, the fruits of his long works and daily
sacrifices. And to cro\vn all, a municipality without heart and' vvithout
honour, threw brutally into the street, in the severest season - the 21st
January, 1907 - this feeble old man, even now at deaths door, after having
smashed open the doors of his presbytery. Was not his spoilation complete?

Father Chevalier's soul was crushed under the weight of all these
sorrows, but he generously submitted. to the \iviII of God, adoring the designs
of Providence, Who permitted these hard trials for the greater good of His
elect. His firm faith and unshakeable confidence were daily strengthened
in the midst of these calamities. Thus, VJith rigour, but also VJit11 unutter­
able tenderness, the Heart of Jesus completed lIi8 VI/ork of sanctification
in the soul of His devoted apostle.

In the midst of these terrible trials, the Immaculate Virgin, our
August Mother, did not forget Her faithful and devoted servant who had
loved and glorif~ed I-Ier so much. He had consumed his whole life in the
effort to spread over the whole earth the knowledge and love of this ever­
blest title: Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. Nevl and splendid gen1 which
his love had added to the crown of glory woven by the centuries in honour
of the Mother of Godt In all his trials and sufferings he had had recourse
with filial confidence to her maternal tenderness, ardently beseeching her
for the help of vvhich he stood in need. And Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
generously drew from the Heart of Jesus, choice favours for Her apostle.
Except for the mysterious intervention of t11is loved Mother, we could not
explain Father Chevalier's wonderful dispositions and the strong and noble
virtues of which he has left us the example~
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From his very childhood, she had. drawn him with speG~Lal tenderrJ.Gss

to Her service. She had kept him under Her ~qternal pr:tection as a

son of predilection. She guided him through all the diff"iou:tties of life.

She inspired, blessed and conducted to a success~ul issue all his enter­

prises. To use the expression of t11is beloved Father, she did everything

in his little Congregation of which She is the true Mother. She assisted

therefore at the last combats of Her apostle. Yes, She Was there merci-

"fully bending OVGr his bed of suffering, warding off with Her powerful

arm the snares of Satan, consoling and strengthening this true son of Her

tenderness, chosen by Her to manifest to the world by a glorious title

Her ineffable power over the Heart of Jesus, and the immensity of the

treasures of grace which She dispenses to all who invoke Her.

In dying Father Chevalier, with profound emotion would pass in review

these innumerable favours of the Immaculate Virgin and used to offer Her

the expression of his heartfelt gratitude.

Let all of us, children of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, after the

exa~~le of our Father, give thanks to Her for all that She has done for

himo For have we not participated abundantly in the gifts of Her boundless

goodnesb ~"

The state of Father Chevalier's health gave cause for anxiety during

1904. His strength exhausted by long suffering and by the solicitude

occasioned by events grew more feeble each day. Neither medical skill nor

affectionate care succeeded in staying the progress OI his illness, and

death seemed near this tenderly-loved Father.

As we have seen, Father Chevalier abandoned all to the Care of

Providence, preparing with perfect calm to give back his soul to his

Creator, and trusting to receive for himself mercy, and for his Congreg...

ation, the necessary help. In spite of his weakness, he lost no interest

in the spiritual and temporal welfare of his Society. On his bed of

suffering he employeel vvith rare energy all his powers to this end; but

deeply convinced that, without the action of Divine grace, the efforts of

man remain sterile, he implored with humility and fervour the Divine

benediction.

It was beautiful and touching to see this old man forgetting his

sufferings to occupy himself with the interests of his large religious

family. However, the illness pursued its course, and v~ek followed week

without bringing any improvement or relief. All hope of recovery seemed

lost. Yes, all hu~qn hope waS lost, but all things are possible to God,

and is not Our Lady of the Sacred Heart the Advocate of hopeless cases?

11.11 prayed to Her vvith fervour to prolong the days of Her apostle. He

was still necessary to the Congregation, and to his other works. The

Missionaries and the members of the Archconfraternity united in the same

confident prayer to their Heavenly Patroness. Alas, She seemed insensibJe

to their petitions. Then one of our confreres proposed a novena to

Monsignor Verius. A cure was asked through the intercession of this great

apostle who had already obtained notable favours in n3sponse to prayer.
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The Novena finished on the 13th November, the anniversary of his death
in 1892, and the feast of St. Stanislo,us Kosta, his patron.

l'1ow, on 13th IJovember, the grace was grante d. Fat·her Chevalier
entered upon a new lease of life which lasted four years. From the
height of Heaven, Monsignor Verius had taken pity on his brothers in
sorro\v, and had obtained the cure of their good Father. Great lvas the
joy of all, and keenwns their gratitude towards Monsignor Verius, this
brother of theirs blessed by God whose lofty virtues had edified them so
much during his life, and who, by the mercy of the Heart of Jesus, now
showed himself their powerful protector in Heaven •

.........._..-.
db

~RANSLATION OF FOREGOING LET~R

Dear children,

From the deIiths of my heart I thank you for
your prayerful feast-day wishe s. They will bring
me the blessings of which I have such need at this
moment when we are so shaken by the storm of
persecution. Let us hope that Our Lord will ~a;e

pity on us and soon restore to us the peace wh~cn

we long for so much.

I am very happy at the good spirit which
animate s you and at the devotedne ss \vhich flouri sh­
e s in your midst.

My prayer is that the Divine Heart of Je sus
may make of each and everyone of you a holy
Daughter of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

Adieu, dear children, I ble ss you all in C. J. ,
Po stulant s, Novice s and Mi stre sse s.

J. CHEVALIER,

Archer.
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CHAPTER 18_........_.....-..----

At the hour of his death, Saint Martin, the great thaumaturgus of
Gaul, addressed this prayer to God: "Lord, if I am still necessary to
my people, I do not refuse to work." And Holy Church in her Office,
proclaims him Ha wonderful man, who could not be conquered by work, nor
by death i-tself. He did not fear death, but nevertheless, he did not
ref'useto prolong his exile in this life" for the love of his people.

Viithout wishing rashly to compare our Father Founder wi. th this great
Pontiff, we lnay be permitted to say that we find it these t\tvo apostolic
hearts similar dispositions in more ttlaIl one respect.

Father Chevalier, as we have seen, accepted death with a generous
and humble submission to the Divine \vill. }Ie awaited it in admirable
peace and perfect tranquility of soul. He did not ask to die, and he
did not refuse to live, bllt he put all his confidence in the Heart of
Jesus, abandoning himself without reserve to His merci:ful goodness.

H01Never, his disciples, like tll0se of St. Martin, desired most ardent­
ly to keep their tenderly-loved Father with theiTI yet longer. In unison
with the member s of the Archconfraternity t bey prayedf'ervently, begging
lvIonsignor Verius to obtain this great favour. It was granted to them.

After his cure, this venerable octagenarian simply took up again his
ordinary work, convinced that if the Heart of Jesus had prolonged his days
he must employ them in Hi s service for the good of tre soul s entrusted to
him. Doe s not the life of a prie st, the life of an apo stle, belong with-
out re serve to Him V/ha has called him to this sbulime vocation?

Father Chevalier realised tr1is. It was the great moving principle of
his life and he will remain faithful to it right till his last hour. So
navi, as in the past, he was a miser with his time, concerned not to waste the
least portion of it. All was employed with j-ealous care for th3 glory of
his Soverei~1 Master and according to His Will •

.As soon as he had recovered his strength, his first care vvas to draw
up the counsels which he wished to leave as a sacred legacy to his religious.
He had meditated on them in the pre sence of death and on t h3 thre shold of
eternity, and through the long days of agony, from Wllich tre merciful han:1
of God had now withdrawn him.

This solemn document, a precious te stimony of his paternal affection
and oolicitude for his religious f'alnily, was entitled: "Spiritual Testa-
mont to the Wlembers of the Congregation of Missionaries of the Sacred Heart."
These few pages contain the urgent desires and last wishes which a father's
love has left in heritage to his children. They bear perpetual witness
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to the holy dispositions, to the pure and noble oo.n-bi.tcLaJl1) c with which nis
heart was inspired. For the readers' edification and at the same time,
to give a more complete understanding of his state of soul and his virtues,
we will quote a few extract s. HOVi many example s of humility and of great
prie stly religious virtues they contain~

EXTRACT FROr~ FATHER CHIDVALIER'S SPIRITUAL TESTAMENT.

"In spite of my unworthiness, the good God has deigned to make use
of me ,a vile instrument, to found the little Society of the Missionarie s
of the Sacred Heart. I have received in abundance the most precious grace~,

but, alas~ I 11ave not profited by theln as I should have done ....•, And
so, to punish me, God has permitted that :t be the butt of the most terrible
trials...... I freely pardon those, who more or less consciously, have
been the ir cause. Today, all my confrere s seem animated by the higre st
sentiments; and our little Society continues its mission with piety, zeal
and devotedne ss. Far from shaking it, the per secution has only oorved to
strengthen its religious spirit. The "members have taken the road to exile
with resignation and complete oonformity to the most holy 1;1i11 of God.
~~ay they be bIe ssed a thousand, -thousand-fold. n

Vvhat 8" perfume of simple humility and cordial cmrity is here exhaled.
Far from asserting his many claitTIs to the gratitude of "his children for
who se benefit he has toiled for more than fifty years; far from glorying
in his varied t"al.ents and the many graces he had received, the ve11erable
aIr) man confesses his unvvorthiness. He accuses himself of his failings
and faults; he pardons thore who have obstructed his works, and then he
rejoices in the excellent dispositions of his confreres and attributes to
them the good done by the Congregation.

But he is a father, and as such he owes it to his spiritual sons to
make to make them profit by the lessons learnt during long experience.
And so he adds:

"To the members of our beloved institute, which has such a beautiful
future provided its fervour and regularity is preserved, may I be permitted,
after £ifty years of experience, to give a few counsels, vvhich I hope will
be useful to them."

Our Father has divided the se counsels into three part s: some are
addre ssee to all the members of the Congregation; some to the major super iors;
and the last to the members of the Chapter which was announced for the
year 1905.

The counsels given to all the religious are resumed under six headings.
The first deals "with fraternal charity - the affectionate union that must
exist between all the members of the Congregation and his ardent desire
that the se bonds should be ever more closely knit. Is this not Our Lord t s
commandment given to His Apostles on the eve of His death? "This is My
Commandment, that you love one another." SVJeet and holy union which 'forms
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the charm of religious societie s and constitute s the ir- power\

In the second he recommends an invioable fidelity to the rules and
Constitutions, despite the repugnance of nature.

The third deals with obedience which "is the roul of religious li:fe
and the oocurity of the subjects."

In the fourth, he recalls to his religious their obligation to limit
their relations with per sons of t lE world to the dutie S OI their ministry
to souls 8Ild to the dictates of charity. He also gives a few rules on
Christian prudence.

The fifth concerns the spirit of poverty which he wants his confreres
to love and practise perfectly.

The sixth and last is an exhortation to them to forti:fy themselves
against the doctrines which Pius X had recently condemned under the title
of rilodernism. \Ve will let our Father express his thought s on this subject"
him~elfc Let us note further that his testament is dated the 25th December,
1904, and that it m'usthave been only in the last days of his life that he
heard of the condemnation of these pernicious errors. (The Papal Decree
was not published until 1907.) This-shows us his foresight and his attach-
ment to sound doctrine~ vVe will quote his sixth counsel in full.

"Let al~ oUr religious keep clear o'f these bold doctrines, this
neo-Christianity which tries to reconcile error with trutll under pretext of
leading souls to God. This is a profound e:rror which verges upon Protest-
antism. Let them 8..1so guard against tho re modern and fanastic interpretat-
ions of Holy Scripture which restrict its inspiration and tend to destroy
its divine authority. Let theln hold always to the .-teachings of Holy Church;
with her they have the assurance of remaining in the truth. In their
discussions, let them range themselve s always and energetically on the side
OI the Pope. His word is that of Jesus Christ Whom he represents on earth.
Re is our head and our guide. Vie mpst obey him in all and defend his
authority towards and against all."

Such were our Father's constant dispositions. He had expressed them
strongly in his Constitutions right at the commencement OI his work, an.d
had ne'ver departed from them. He desired nothing so much from his religious
as a humble end entire submission to all the decisions and directions OI
the Sovereign Pontiff. The prescriptions of the Holy Father, his desires
even, were always welcomed by him with love, as the prescriptions and
desires of Our Lord Himself. He loved the Church and its infallible Head
as he loved the Heart of Je sus. To love the Church, Cbri st ' s Immaculate
Spouse acquired at the price of His sufferings and His blood, is it not to
love the Sacred Heart?

After having given counsels of high importance and profound wisdom to
the Superiors who were to govern the Congregation, Father Chevalier concluded
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his testament \vith a fresh act of touching humility, which reveals the
dispositions of his ID ul at this solemn hour and his affection for those
whom he called his "beloved confreres", but \tvho in reality axe his disciple
his devoted and grateful sons.

In their simplicity, his last words contain a le sson of virtue too
eloquent to be abridged in any vvay:

"NOV\T, dear and beloved confrere s, I have not passed through' the
course of my long adlninistration w·ithout committing f'aul ts and without
having given to some occasions of discontent, complaints and murmuring.
I beg you to pardon me and to recommend to God my soul about to appear
before my Sovereign Judge. I think I can declare here that I have sought
in all things only the gloryoI the Sacred Heart, the good of our little
Society, and of it s members. I may have been mistaken in more than one
circumstance, and so have caused dissatis£action. I admit very humbly
that I have not been equal to the mission con£ided to me. The neglect
of grace and 111y numerous sins have many times paralysed the action of
Divine Providence.

I am sure that I have given scandal and bad example. I humbly ask
pardon and once more beg all my confrere s to pardon me and beg God to show
mercy to me and deign to admit [ne one day to Heaven, in spite of my unworth­
ine ss. I thank them sincerely for the af'fection which they have always
shown me, for their precious concurrence, their sincere attachment to the
Society and their wonderful devotedne ss both to me and to our works. This
is a great consolation vvhich I take with me to the grave. From the. height
of Heaven, if I have the happiness of one day possessing it, I will bless
them unceasingly', and I v7ill pray the Sacred Heart and Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart to protect ·them always.tI

Then, before closing his spiritual testament, our venerated Founder
cast his paternal regard on the Congregation of the Daughters of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart which he had also founded. He added:

I bequeath to them (i.e. the Missionaries) the Daughters of Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart, so good and so devoted. vie have the same cradle.
Like us they have come out of the Heart of Jesus by the power:ful intercess­
ion of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. So I place them under their protect-
ion. I beg them to take to heart their interests, to serve them as
Fathers, to guide them, to sustain them and to render them all the services
in their power compatible with the laws of Holy Church.

Issoudun, 25th December, 1904.
J. CllEVALIER.

With this te stament Father Founder wrote two others, one addre ssed
to the. Daughter s of Our Lady of t he Sacred Heart, and the other to his
parishioners, in whose service he had de,roted himself for thirty-four
years with a zeal beyond all praise.
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of rece~vl.ng his mortal remains. He thought there was no other place
more suitable for this than the Basilica itself. There he would rest
in the crypt under the very feet of the Madonna ,Vhom he had S) loved and
glorified.

A few weeks before Father Chevalier's death, as he was talking with
him, the Viscount· informed him of what he had done to prepare his tomb.
Father Chevalier expressed great gratitude and pleasure. Then wi.th deep
emotion he thanked him again for having saved the Basilica from profanat­
ion anl ruin, and he promised to carry his memory to the feet of t he Queen
of Heaven, whom he hoped soon to contemplate in glory.

This was a great conoolation and joy for Father Chevalier. The
difficul tie s he feared so much had vani med. He could henceforth sle ep
in the peace of the Lord. ~Ve, his ellildren, and with us, the members of
the Archconfraternity of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart shared largely in
the joy of our beloved Father. With him, we will never cease to pray ~or

the noOle family to whom we are indebted for this supreme consolation
gran~ted to our beloved Father.

CHAPTER 19

After the 21st January, 1907, the day of his violent expulsion :from
his presbytery by the police, Father Chevalier's health became ea.ch day
more alarrning. The suffering caused him, the exhaustion resulting from
this change of residence and of habits at such an advanced age, together
with his spinal illness and his other infirmities ha;rdly contributed to
the comf'ort of the venerable old man.

Nevertheless, the first weeks after his brutal eviction did not
produce the results that were feared. He had accepted this new saorifioe
with such perfect resignation that he did not seem to be suffering unduly
:from events. Many visitors came to offer their sympathy to their venerat-
ed pastor. At times they expre ssed indignation against the consciencele ss
and heartless individuals who has treated him with suoh barbarity. But he
replied, "God has permitted this in His "infinite wisdom. Let us adore His
ever merciful designs and submit to His divine Will." It was his favourite
maxim, his constant practice, to accept the sufferings and troubles of
life humbly, as a benefit of the divine mercy, and the expre ssion of the
\1i11 of God. Many times already, we have shown his resignation and
generosity in rece'iving trials - a wonderful disposition which he obtained
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,from the Heart of Jesus Himself. Did not Our SavitJur pray in the depth
of His Agony amid frightful a11guish, "Father, not My \Vill but Thine be
done?" His Sacred Heart was in the disposition to act constantly in all
things for the good pleasure of His Heavenly Father.

And so, always careful to conform his sentiments to those of his
Divine Model, Father Chevalier held no practice dearer than that of =l-iving
in complete abandonment to the Divine V/ill. That is why we would hear
him say, durin:g hours the most painful, "God wills it thus. May He be
ble ssed~ if T:lat is why al 00 we find him so strong in facing trials.
Indeed, there is no more perfect or efficacious remedy in overooming our
weakness, than an entire abandonment to Divine Providence. The energy
with which Father Chevalier supported his many and often intolerable
sufferings had its source in this holy practice.

However, in the months which followed his instalment in the house
put at his disposal by one of his most devoted parishioners, his state
became visibly worse. His strength declined rapidlYf and neither th..
enlightened attention of the doctor nor the unwearied solicitude of his
infirmar:t~3:n, who by night and by day during several years had ,care for the
venerated ]j'ather \vith all the solicitude of an affectionate son", could halt
the progress of the malady. FrOin the beginning of May, all hope of preserv-
ing this precious life seemed lost. That is to say, all human hope was
lost, but there still remained the ineffable power of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart. Preparations were already ~mmencing for the Feast of the 31st
May, so dear to all the members of too archconfraternity and particularly
blessed by our divine Mother. So they resolved to seek the intercession
of the Hope of th3 hopele ss, the po\verful Virgin ~1hose prayer is always
favourably received by the Heart of Jesus. Prayers were asked from all
the Associates, all houses of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart and
the fait hful of Issoudun.

Durinf:.s the exercise s preparatory to the patronal feast of the Arch­
confraternity ardent petitions went up unceasingly to the Compassionate
heart of our IVIother. She was begged to prolong the days of her apostle
whom with inde£atigable zeal, had worn out his strength in making her
known "and loved. "No, we cannot meet with a refusal," pleaded thousands
of fervent souls with" a confidence that could not be shaken, "and since
Thou art our rJIother favourably hear and grant our prayers."

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart did hear all the s§) prayers 0 ffered by
so many grateful heart s. On the eve of t he feast, a pilgrim asked news
of Father Chevalier. The curate to whom he spoke replied, "Very" ill. vie
would not be surprised if he died tonight.u

Yet on the very morning of the feast it self he rose, and was able to
celebrate Mass without fatigue. Moreover he had declared beforehand even
though he seemed on the point of death, "Our Lady will cure me for Her
Feast." On the following days he resumed his usual occupations. This
was the response of our good Mother to the fervent prayers of her children.



Certainly he \vas not cured, but his life was prolonged, and that is what
they had asked for. It provided suffioient time for him to arrange
certain important affairs before. nis death. This improvemAn"t o'! health
lasted unt il the first week of October.

On Monday, the 7th October, he fal t himself definitely wor se. Towardb
three 0

'
olock in the afternoon he retired to bed. This was a grave

sympto , as during the last three years, even during his worst sufferings,
he had never wanted to stay in bed during the day. The next day, as he
was growing progre ssively weaker it was thought prudent to prepare him to
receive the last Sacraments. His confessor proposed it to him. ' "Yes,
ye s, if he re plied, "do me t hat service. n And immediate1y , with perfect
calm, he reoollected himslf in preparation. It was no surprise to him,
sinoe for long years he had had this thought unceasingly pre sent to him.
And each day he had prepared himself to appear before his Judge to render
an account of a li:fe so generously consecrated t. the service of His
divine Heart.

It was a truly solemn and moving moment when this valiant apestle,
laid low by sickness, disposed himsllf to draw from "the fountains of the
Saviour" the graces neoessary for the last struggle. \Vhilst his confreres,
his priestly family, were kneeling round his bed, praying in sorrowful
silence, he concentrated in adoration all the p~wers of his soul on tre
Adorable Host. Yes, Jesus was there really liVing, really present. He
had come to visit His priest whom for more than half a century, had held
-Him so often in hi S c9nsecrated hand s to offer Him to God in ex:piation
for the sins of men, and who, thousands upon thousand of times, had given
Him to men to sustain t heir failing strength and impart to them the grace s
of which His Sacred Heart is the Source.

The sacred minister, his brother in the priesthood, presented t~

Sacred Host to him: "Behold the 'Lamb of God, \lYho taketh away too sins
of the world." The sick man gazed at It with adoring eyes ani th3n with
a profound sentiment of his own nothingne ss, repeated three time s with the
priest the "Domina non sum dignus." After these purifying words of mercy
and love, the humble old man \vas able to receive without fear the Immaculate
Host, the God VI/ha sanctifie s .His elect. The prie st then approaohed the
bed, made the Sign of the Cross With the Sacred Host, and said: "Receive,
my brother, as Viaticum the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ." Then he
placed on the lips of the venerated Father the Adorable Host.

How to express the sublime and intimate colloquies which then took
place between the Heart of Jesus and His humble S3rvant at the moment When
Communion united them in a bond so close? \Vho will ever know the sweet
and mysterious outpourings of Jesus into the ooul of His Apostle. and the
transport s of love, the ineffable consolations and the holy joys to which
they gave birth? God alone could reveal to us this impenetrable secret.

After Holy Viaticum, the Sacrament of Extreme Unction was administered.
In spite of his excessive weakness, he followed the ceremony attent:i.vGly
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with great clarity of rnind, calmness and a lively faith, answe.ring all the'
prayer s and pre sent ing his member s for the annointing. vVhen the ceremony
was comple.ted, he repeated many times., "Thank you, thank you." vVeakness
did not allow him to say more. However, at the reque st of his confrere s,
surrounding his bed, he raised handsto bless them, and all the members of
the Congregation, all his \vorks and the mroy benefactors \vho had helped him
to found them and car:ry them on. Thus ended this day of the 9th October.

Fortified by the Sacraments which he had received, full of confidence
in the mercy of the Heart of Jesus and entirely abandoned to the \1i11 of
God, Father Chevalier re sted peacefully enough during the following night.
The joy of his soul had reacted on the state of his health and for more thap.
a week there was an apparent halt in the progress of the illness. One
would hav\j thought that death was not daring to strike him who was awaiting
its coming with peffect submission, great calmness» and in full possession
of all his faculties. He talked of it as an exile of his beloved father­
land on the eve of his return there.

He entertained the hope of completing his exile on the following
Saturday - Our Lady's day. He had loved Her so much his whole life long,
he had served Her. with such an intense generosity that he would have liked
to CID se his life as he had begun it - under the kindly glance and gentle
smile of his good Mother. After'··the example of lnany of the saints, he
ha.d desired a.nd, asked for tIle favour of dying on a Saturdy. He set all
things in order, so that when his divine Mother should call him, without
any other preoccupation he could reply,"Here I am, ,all ready."

On the days follovving the receptiorl of the last Sacraments,- he v~anted

to say farewell to his curates,to the Fathers' and to his friends.· He
had a kindly \vord for all, and to each he gave some last advice, a word
of encouragem~nt, a reque st for prayers for 11.is soul after death.

vVhen.the turll of his infirmarian came, he who for five years had cared
for him d~y arid night with th~ affectionate tenderness of a son, he thanked
him warmly for all his services and 'the incessant fatigue so generously
supported for so long ir! the eff'ort to make hirn comfortable. The n,
:remembering certain signs of impatience·- which, the exee ss of his suffer-
ings had wrung from him, he asked pardon so hurnbly, that the infirmarian
Was speechless with emotion. Falling on his knees he asked for the
venerated :father's ble ssirlg, which he gave with fatherly kindness, ·asking
·hitn to assist 11irn right to the end and to pray for him after death.

Let us allow an e ye-witne ss to complete the account. He says:

"On Sunday the 13th, and on the following days, I had. the happiness
of celebrating Mass in his room, and giving him Holy Communion. Our good
Father was vvonderful in his recollection. He kept his eyes fixed on too
altar, and followed attentively the the ceremonies of the Mass. I wish
I could express the sentiment s of faith and love which filled his prie stly
'soul in the Presence of the Sovereign Priest come to strengthen him but
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our good Father was silent as usual about the favours which·· he- .rec~:i.Are.d.-. "
So I can only tell you of what appeared in his exterior. I wi~l never
forget the impre ssion made on me by his fervour during the holy Sacrif'ice.

On the 17th, the Feast of Saint Margaret Mary, towards whom he had a
great devotion, I gave him Holy Communionfl This was the last of his life.
On the follo\ving days he VIas EO ~veak thc1Jthe could scarcely svallovl a
few drops of liquid to relieve his burning thirst.

After the Mass, I approached his bed of suffering. "You remember,
Father, tmt today, the meetings of the Archconfraternity recommence at
the Basilica. It is six years today since they were stopped by t·he per sec~·
ution." "Yes, yes, I knoVV',ii he said. He \Vas too vieak to say more.

Then an ineffable smile and a holy joy lit up his thin face, and said
what his lips could not pronounce. His eye s raised towards Heaven showed
me the happiness he felt, and his gratitude to the Sacred Heart for this
last consolation.

The morning brought a slight improvemallt. After having taken a
little nourishment, as he felt stronger, he manifested a desire to get up.
They placed him in his armchair 'iNhere he stayed several hours. Then,
9n the instances of his infirmarian, he consented to retum to bed. lIe
did not leave it again.

From this time t ill his death - Thursday, 17th, tili Monday tte 21 st -
his sUffering s increased and" all remedies failed to give any relief. The
extreme pain reduced him to such vveakne ss that he could only express
himse~f in mono syllable s or by signs. However, in spite of his sufferings,
he remained conscious until the last moment Se He gave proofs ef this by
a word or by an affectionate pressing of the hand and this encouraged us
to invocations to help him to keep his thoughts united with the Heart of
Jesus.';

As soon as Father General, who was in Rome, heard of the gravity o:f
his state, he begged the Holy Father's blessing. Pius X granted it with
paternal kindness, promising himself' alro to pray :for the beleved invalid.
This ble ssing and promise of prayers Vlere received with joy and gratitude
by our Father.

, The Holy Father's concern did not stop at this favour. As soon as
he w.as infCJrmed of the death of Father Chevalier, he had a letter sent to
Father General expre ssing his sympathy in our sorrow, and promising prayers
for the repo se of his soul.

However, the illness rapidly completed its course. Monday, the 21st
October was the day on which God willed to Himself his faithful servant.
Our Superior General, Father Meyer, had set out in haste from Rome and
arrived at Issoudun during the night. In the early morning he went to
Father Chevalier, who recognised him and had even the strength to bless
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him.. Father Meyer did not leave him again. Towards midday a crisis
seemed to indicate the end. Father Iv.1eyer had the Community assembled and
recited the prayers for the dying. At three o'clock there "vas a fresh
crisis, and after that he remained for more than tViO hours in great calm,
as if in a peaceful sleep. Then, like the flickering out of a light he
fell peacefully asleep in the Lord. The clock struck half-past five and
the evening Angelus 'lNaS ringing in the parish.

Thus died our beloved Father Founder. He had lived 83 years, 6 months
and 6 days, and the greater part - 53 years - had by a special design of
Divilla Providence been spent in the town of Issoudun.

His :funeral was more like a triumphal procession than a funeral.
More than one hundred priests, the majority of the cahons of the Metropolitan
Church, and other ecclesiastical dignitaries from the neighbouring dioceses,
two Vicars General from Bourges, and an immense crowd followed- his mortal
remains.

And now he rests in the crypt of the Basilica. He lies there below
the altar dedicated to our divine Mother, and almost under the :feet of Her
haly ima,ge, before whic b. so many fervent pilgrims come to pray, .and where
he himself loved to pour out his ID ul before the incomparable Treasurer of
the Heart of Jesus, Her \vhom he loved to call the Advocate of difficult ani
hopele ss case s.

HI am the Resurrection and tte Life.
yet live. Jt

He viha believe s in me shall

Beloved Father, this Basilica, all the vlforks born of your great heart
are witne ss to the greatness of your faith. You, the re fore_, yet live.
But henc~forth you live in the Adorable Heart vVhich was the Centre of your
whole life and is novv your Recompense for all eternity. You live close to
0ur Lady of the Sacred Heart whom you have so much loved and glorified.
You have entered into the joy of your Lord.

And ~e, your children, hear a voice from Heaven saying to us, as to
the angel of tre Apocalypse, "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord •
.From henceforth novl, saith the Lord, tha.t they may rest :from their labours,
for their works follo\v them." It is the voice of Our Lady realising for
you the words \vhich Holy Church puts on the lips of the Blessed: "Those
who make Me known will have life everlasting.




